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Have you ever seen a Rotarian in Spandex?  Not a pretty picture.  So what makes us go through the agony of wedging ourselves into this “stretch” fabric only to look like an overstuffed bumpy pillow and then wear it for three days while sitting on a postage stamp size seat? Courage.  The Courage Classic Bicycle Tour to be exact.

​The Courage Classic was created in 1988 as a fundraising ride to support the Rotary Endowment for the Intervention and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. This endowment will ensure that the children in our communities and their families will never be turned away from the help they might need in the case of sexual or physical abuse.

So when we ride we’re helping to stop the cycle of abuse in your community. Each mile ridden and each dollar raised will make the difference in the life of a child and his or her family. You can see why we Rotarians have a particular fondness for Spandex.

From the initial gift of $100,000 from the Lakewood Rotary, the endowment has grown to over $5 million dollars in 18 years. The funds raised each year go to the Child Abuse Intervention Department (CAID) at Mary Bridge Hospital, which will treat hundreds of sexual assault patients, and whose social workers will handle thousands of phone calls from concerned parents.  Last year at the CAID over 1,200 children received help, including medical exams, counseling, case and resource management. 

The Courage Classic is one of the largest multi-club events in the country with 15 Pierce County Rotary Clubs coming together to raise $750 over the three day event.  Each year more than 400 Rotary volunteers participate as cyclists and as support to the approximately 700 cyclists who ride in this 3-day event starting at Snoqualmie Ridge and ending at Stevens Pass. Rotary Rider Service Centers every 15-20 miles provide riders with a place to stop and rest, refuel with snacks or lunch, make an adjustment to their bikes or just enjoy the day with some new and old friends.

On August 7th of this year riders began at Snoqualmie Ridge, then made the climb up Snoqualmie Pass (elevation 3,022) to a waiting world-renown spaghetti lunch prepared by the Rotary Clubs of Gig Harbor and Gig Harbor North. Where preparing spaghetti lunches for 700 riders, countless volunteers, supporters and well-wishers easily runs in to the thousands of man-hours.  Something we love even more than Spandex.
Day two starts in Cle Elum, with a leisurely pedal along the Teanaway River, past golden wheat fields and rustic farmhouses and barns. then makes the final climb to the top of Blewett Pass (elevation 4,102) followed by an exhilarating descent to the rest stop at Ingall's Creek with the Fife Rotary. After a few miles rolling along the back roads through apple orchards day two ends in Leavenworth. The final day of the Courage Classic begins with a ride through scenic Chumstick Canyon on the way to Plain where riders can get a snack provided by the Gig Harbor Midday Rotary Club. The climb steadily begins, but there is one more opportunity to fuel up for the summit climb with the Sumner Rotary. From here, it is four miles to the Stevens Pass Ski Resort (elevation 4,061) After lunch, riders enjoy the downhill to the Old Cascade Highway.

The three Rotary Clubs of Gig Harbor along with the other twelve Rotary Clubs of Pierce County are an integral part of the Courage Classic Bicycle Tour and their continued support, smiles along the route and hard work behind the scenes is what makes the Courage Classic Bicycle Tour second to none.
You don’t have to be a Rotarian to ride or to volunteer to help.  If you’d like to join us, all you need is some Spandex and Courage.  
We Rotarians are Humanity in motion.  And we will be back at next year’s Courage Classic wearing our “miracle fabric” Spandex.  We are after all, Rotary. 
The 15 participating Rotary Clubs of Pierce County in the 2010 Courage Classic Bicycle Tour are:

Day 1 – Parkland / Spanaway, Gig Harbor, Gig Harbor North, Tacoma Sunrise

Day 2 – Fife / Milton, South Hill Puyallup, Sumner, Puyallup, Tacoma North

Day 3 – Gig Harbor Midday, Tacoma South, Lakewood, Clover Park, Tacoma Narrows
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