Column Title:  In Gear

Article Title:  Long May She Wave

On Flag Day year after year, like the swallows coming home to Capistrano, we gather at Skansie Park.  We come together in celebration to honor what is arguably our most treasured icon: The American Flag.  We began this day, this year, with breakfast. The All-American pancake provided by Gig Harbor Kiwanians.  Then, with our tummys full we watched as Gig Harbor’s Boy Scouts raised a brand new flag on the flagpole glistening with a new coat of paint.  What followed, for me was the hat trick of emotion: Proud of my daughter, who sang the National Anthem, proud to be an American and proud to be a Rotarian.  My Rotary, The Rotary Club of Gig Harbor sponsors this event.  We provide the flags and maintain the flagpole.  We helped build the pavilion at Skansie park where we huddled on this rainy morning.

So who are we, we Rotarians?  We are doctors and lawyers, accountants and administrators, business owners and entrepreneurs, police and firefighters.  We are ordinary people working together to accomplish extraordinary things.  We build communities, like the pavilion and flagpole at Skansie Park and the observation platform at Donkey Creek.  We bridge continents, providing Shelter Boxes for victims of earthquakes in Haiti and Chile this year. We eradicate polio with help of the Gates Foundation, providing rehabilitation facilities in Ethiopia and Uganda.  We cure disease by helping fund hospitals like St. Anthony here in the Harbor.  We pump water by providing funding and sweat equity to dig water wells in Peru and Guatemala.  We build minds through scholarships and foreign exchange programs,  and projects like the restoration of the Midway one-room schoolhouse at the Harbor History Museum. And, we bring hope with programs to feed the hungry on Thanksgiving Day and Christmas and year-round through the Food Bank.

We are a happy lot too, we Rotarians.  We three Rotary Clubs of Gig Harbor, Morning, Midday and Evening sponsor events like the Turkey Trot and Harbor Hounds, and runs across the Narrows.  We dress in spandex and hop on our bikes for the Courage Classic, cycling over the mountains raising funds for victims of cancer.  And we paint houses for the Paint Pierce Program.  We do all this with joy and with laughter. 

Sadly, the flag we just raised is gone.  Taken last week, we know not by whom.  Certainly we would like it back.  That flag is a symbol of who we are and what we do as Americans, Gig Harborites and Rotarians.  We Rotarians are Humanity in motion, we will continue to do what we do.  And we will be back with our flag.  We are after all, Rotary. 
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