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It was early.  Well before 0 dark thirty.  The fog, as thick as my mother-in-law’s pea soup.  Camera in hand, I stood, watching in amazement as the Midway Schoolhouse pulled from its roots, hoisted onto a carriage, began rolling up the middle of 38th Avenue on its 5.5 mile trek to its new home at the Harbor History Museum. The roof had been removed for the trip down Soundview Avenue.
The Midway Schoolhouse was built in 1893 and is the last remaining  pre-1900 schoolhouse on the peninsula that has not been moved or significantly altered. In 2004, Alice Murphy Doyle donated the schoolhouse to the History Museum in hopes that one day the building would again be filled with the sound of student voices. 

Ready for restoration

Late in May 2009, the building was lowered to its new foundation.  Members of The Rotary Club of Gig Harbor replaced the roof and began a complete restoration of the Midway Schoolhouse soon after.  Almost every board in the schoolhouse was removed, refinished and repainted.  Windows replaced and rehung, floors prepared and sanded.Hundreds of man hours went into 

Midway Schoolhouse Living History Day program

After restoration is complete, educators and their students can experience an authentic pioneer school day at the Midway Schoolhouse.

The donation also included the teacher's desk, a student desk, a piano, various school books, and maps.

Once restoration is complete, the schoolhouse will provide visiting school children with the opportunity to experience life at the turn of the century --firsthand.

We hammered a few nails, rode our bikes, walked a dog or three, ran around a parking lot and even managed to get in a round of golf. Quite a busy summer.  Even our kids were amazed.

Restoration of the Midway School House has been a labor of love for many of the “Morning Club” Rotary.  Three years and hundreds if not thousands of volunteer hours have been spent sawing, hammering, painting, re-finishing, adding heating and electricity.  Ole Magnuson personally must have racked up at least half of those hours. The sounds of laughter, the looks of joy and smiles of amazement once again are coming from the Midway School House at the New Harbor History Museum.

