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Reach Within to Embrace Humanity
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On July 1, 2011 we embark on a new Rotary year. New RI President Kalyan Banerjee has chosen the theme Reach Within to Embrace Humanity for the 2011-2012 Rotary year. President Banerjee is from Vapi, India. He chose this theme because in his over 40 years in Rotary, he has come to understand that all of us share many of the same hopes, dreams and dilemmas. 

And as part of that theme, President Banerjee has asked us to focus on three areas this year:

He has asked us to emphasize and celebrate the family  - our own families, our communities and, of course, our Rotary family.

He has asked that our second area of focus be on continuity – about defining the things we do well – getting clear about what are strengths are and building on what we’re doing right. 

And lastly, he has asked us to focus on change – the kind of change that starts within each individual and spreads to our communities and around the world. He has challenged us to ask ourselves “What do we need to improve? How can we maximize our potential?”

His idea is that as Rotarians and human beings we all draw on our own inner strength and our own resolve to achieve success in Rotary.

I am passionate about the theme President Banerjee has chosen because I have had opportunities to practice this idea in my own life, and I have seen the difference that reaching inside can make.  His idea rings true for me. 

I had the challenge of a devastating back injury some years ago. I was told I would never walk or work again. In order to make those words not become a reality, I had to reach deep inside and call on all my inner resources and all my resolve. I spent a year and a half reaching within, working incredibly hard and accepting the help of supporters to make a different outcome for myself. 

Twelve years ago, Steve and I were running an extremely successful software manufacturing business. We had our product in retail stores all over the United States. And then, almost overnight the Internet dis-intermediated us, and our business fell like a stone. It was difficult. We both had to reach inside to develop another business from scratch – and one that would actually continue to support us.  Thinking up the business was not the hard part. The hard part was actually developing the details logistically, learning new terminology, and frankly, being willing to fail.  We had to let go of the pre-conceived ideas we had and the sadness we felt at seeing something so important to us go away. That took a lot of inner resolve. 

I know each of you has a story like the ones I have shared. Reaching inside applies to all of us personally and to each of us collectively as Rotarians. We’ve all seen examples of productive outcomes and creative acts that began because somebody reached within to embrace an idea or a belief. We have Polio Plus because it began as one Rotarian’s dream. 

So like President Banerjee, I’m going to ask each of you to reach within this year on several levels.

·    I’d like you to start by reaching within in respecting your fellow Rotarians

·    Or maybe to change a fixed mindset you might have about some aspect of our club 

·    Maybe you can reach within to breathe life into an old project

·    And to embrace the challenges we face together

·    To reach within and think about where you want to be as a club and what you want to accomplish

·    And to think of ideas that will move us in that direction

But most importantly, I’d like you to reach within to find the strengths you have personally, and I’d like you to contribute those strengths to help this club achieve it’s potential. 

Doing that can be expressed in some many ways:

·    Sign up for an extra venue slot

·    Volunteer to be a greeter

·    Invite someone to be a prospective member

·    Say yes if someone asks you to do something

·    Give your input or your expertise in helping solve a problem 

We have an unlimited amount of treasure in our club. We have the talents and resources of 67 members. And we have all the available resources that come from the support systems surrounding those 67 members. 

I would like to invite each and every one of you to reach within and go the extra mile this year. We are facing some real challenges. We have financial struggles. We need to increase our membership and increase the level of involvement for existing members. We need to get the word out more effectively about what Rotary is and how we impact the community. 

But more importantly, we have an incredible amount of opportunity – to make a difference – to each other and to our community. We can create the outcomes for our Rotary club that we most desire. We can reach within and become the organization we want to be.

I’m extremely proud to be part of Rotary. We belong to an organization that has not been afraid to tackle the big stuff – like clean water and polio eradication. We’re lucky to be a part of that.  In all the things we think say and do, we have the opportunity to make a difference. I’m going to try my best to do that this year, and I hope you’ll consider reaching within yourselves and joining me.
Elayne Burton 
Rotary Club of Silverdale
President 2011-12
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