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Grand Opening of Rotary Field!  
Submitted by Club President Sally Petty  

  

The Rotary Club of Monroe has a great human interest story which has received 
tremendous response and is visually very moving. We aren’t seeking recogni-
tion for the work our club is doing, but we are trying to create awareness of the 
program we’re involved with so that we can reach as many kids as possible who 
may wish to participate and to generate funding for our field project.  
  

The Rotary Club of Monroe is nearing completion of the construction of a spe-
cial ballpark that will serve the needs of children and adults with physical and 
mental challenges. We are following the example of a Rotary club in Atlanta, 
Georgia which built the first ever ball field of this kind about 10 years ago.  
  

Our club has been operating a children’s baseball program called the “Miracle 
League’ for the past 10 years. Two years ago we partnered with our local YMCA to help administer the growing program. It is 
open to boys and girls of all ages with physical and mental disabilities. We play the games by a special set of rules. Nobody 
keeps score. Everybody hits, everybody gets on base, and everybody scores, every inning. Games last for 3 or 4 innings. 
‘Buddies’ assist each of the kids playing, helping them hit and field the ball and run the bases. Every effort is made to help the 
kids fulfill their dream of playing baseball on a team just like all the ‘other’ kids.  
  

One of the biggest challenges we’ve had to face is the lack of available ball fields on which to play and the condition of the 
fields when they are available. Even the best baseball fields present many obstacles and safety concerns to children with wheel-
chairs, walkers and other physical limitations. The field we are building answers all of these challenges. It is a completely flat, 
level, artificial surface with handicap accessible dugouts, restrooms, drinking fountains and so forth. Obstacles such as the 
pitchers mound, bases, uneven dirt base paths and irregular outfield areas are all eliminated by being integrated into the artifi-
cial surface.  
   

The creation of this new field will not only allow our program to grow, but because of the artificial surface material, the facility 
can be used throughout the year for various activities by other community groups such as the Senior Center (whose members 
have many of the same needs for a barrier-free facility), the YMCA, the Boys and Girls Club, and the City Parks Department.  
   

The City of Monroe provided a site on which to build, but the cost of a facility such as this still exceeds $1,500,000.  To date, 
approx. $1,000,000 has been raised through grants, State funding, and numerous grass roots fundraising efforts. Experienced 
architects, engineers, and contractors have volunteered or offered reduced prices for many of their services. A number of indi-
viduals have volunteered their help. We have raised the funds necessary to complete the ball field. Construction is scheduled to 
be completed by the end of August. However, to ensure that we are able to provide all of the infrastructure which will make 
this a facility that totally serves the children’s needs, we are continuing our fundraising efforts and also soliciting bids or offers 
of help from qualified subcontractors and suppliers.  If you are able to help meet this need or would like more information 
about the Miracle League program, please visit our website at www.monroemiracles.org.   
  

On September 12th at 12:00, we will be having a huge Monroe Rotary Field Grand Opening celebration 
with players, families, friends, donors, builders, press and dignitaries.  The address is 372 Sky River 
Parkway (immediately west of the Monroe Senior Center and the Monroe Boys and Girls Club). 
 

Please feel free to join us! 
 

For additional information:  Contact Sally Petty at SPETT2@amfam.com or at 360-794-5404 

Photograph of  Rotary Field 
By Dan Crowell,  

Sandview Aerial Photography 
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