Fundraising Ideas That Work
At the 2010 High Country PETS five Rotary Districts shared fundraising ideas.  For more information, contact the clubs directly.
	1. Our best fundraiser is a raffle. We put together a prize pack for the winner and then donate the proceeds to a local organization.

	2. Our best, and only, fundraiser is to sell peaches from the Palisade region of Colorado. We sell over 1000 boxes and earn about $10,000 for the year.

	3. Rotary Club of Anaconda (D5390) In our historic Washoe Theatre, we had a wonderful concert. We brought in the band, The Cold Hard Cash Show. They are a tribute band to Johnny Cash. They come from Montana and have appeared on the David Letterman Show. Our net was approximately $8,800. We raised the money for our Sharing is Caring project making sure no child in Deer Lodge County goes without a gift on Christmas.

	4. Douglas Rotary Club (D5440) We run a food booth at the Wyoming State Fair for an entire week. Requires every member to work at least 5 shifts. We make somewhere around $18,000. It is a great team building experience and really puts Rotary in the public eye for a week. We also display a Shelter Box and collect donations for the project.

	5. Ranchester/Dayton Rotary Club (D5440): $600.00 We put on a pancake breakfast during Dayton Days. It is a community celebration, and our breakfast is a staple on Saturday morning. 

	6. Carbondale (Colorado) (D5470) THE HAPPENING, A CARBONDALE CLASSIC EVENT. 12th year, we raise $65,000. 500 Tickets, Dinner, Dancing Auction. Now established as "THE EVENT" to attend in our valley. It has evolved over the years into a well greased wheel... we have sponsors who cover all the costs of the event - ticket sales are profit and everything from Auction is profit...

	7. Peach sales. 

	8. Loveland Rotary (D5440) does a great job with the Governors art show, even though we haven't ever seen the governor there. We partner with the Thompson Valley club and make quite a bit of money, meet lots of great people and facilitate a great community event.

	9. The Loveland Rotary Club (D5440) has sponsored the Colorado Governor's Art Show for the past 18 years. It is held at the Loveland Museum and features professional painters and sculptors that live and work in Colorado. It raises $40-50K per year and attendance has been as high as 5600 over the month long show. It funds our art and academic scholarships and other Rotary programs.

	10. Cheyenne Sunrise Rotary (D5440) does an annual Black Tie Bingo, which nets about $8,000 but takes a lot of work. We're reconsidering, given the fact that we only have 35 members. We also have a golf tournament which raises about $5,000 and is much easier to run.

	11. Rocky Ford (Colorado) (D5470) The golf tournament was our best fund raiser. Receiving $2235.00.

	12. Our club uses a Bratfest as our main fundraiser, which raises about $10,000 and clears $8,000. It has been established for many years and is well-known in the community. It also is relatively easy for a small club to implement. We have enough experienced participants that the event almost runs itself. Our greatest challenges are to promote and sell the tickets successfully. We do a good job, but could do better.

	13. Durango Evening Club (D5470) - Red Ball Express - 4 clubs and area not-for-profits jointly raise $30K to 45K. This help draw the clubs in the area together while raising funds for a good cause. Ball adoptions are sold for a 2 ball sequence. Numbered red exercise balls are rolled down the hill into a chute and the winning numbers are read off. The software is the key which makes this possible.

	14. Presently it is our Red Ball Express. Although the funds are split among the four local clubs it generates a lot of Rotary Club interaction and camaraderie.

	15. We have a local artist that has donated an original, plus 5 large prints and 5 smaller prints. The original has not been sold yet, but is valued at around $15,000. One of the prints was raffled off raising $5000. Two other prints were sold at non-profit auctions for $1200 each. The 5 smaller prints will be displayed at branches of a local bank and raffled off as a fund raiser for each community. So, the total raised is yet to be determined. 

	16. Missoula Sunrise (D5390) Our Who's Who Review- A talent show in conjunction with the repertory theatre program at the University of Montana. 18K split so 9 K for the club.

	17. Cheyenne Rotary (D 5440) Our best fundraiser is the Cranium Cup, a team trivia contest. Teams of eight compete in answering trivia questions like team trivial pursuit. The event should raise $15,000 this year.

	18. Lakewood Foothills (D5450) Peach sales, $10,000

	19. Rotary Club of Brighton - Noon Club (D5450) Our best fundraiser is our peach, pear, and sweet corn sale each August/September which raises $3,500 - $5,000.

	20. St. Paul, NE, Rotary Club (D5630) Collect scrap iron and sell it. Cleans up the community and helps us fund projects. 

	21. Smoky Hill Rotary (D 5450) hosted a putt-putt golf evening. Putts for Polio. The course was donated to us for a week night in August. We raised nearly $3,000 - charging $5 a person for unlimited golf. Also sold mulligans and had hole sponsors for $50 each. Wanted to get (OPM) Other People's Money for this fundraiser.

	22. The Peak to Peak Rotary Club (Colorado) (D5450) has an annual Duck Race with participation from our area casinos. The event features special "fleets" of dressed up ducks floating down the creek in addition to sales of non-racing rubber ducks and competing ducks in the water. We raise approximately $1500 per year. 

	23. Winter Park Fraser Valley's (D5450) Comedy night was by far the best yet. We worked with the Winter Park Resort for the venue and the Comedy Works in Denver for the talent. We raised in excess of $4,000, net of expenses. It took a lot of work, however. 3 passionate members in our club put many hours into it but we're hoping that the next comedy night will be easier.

	24. Rotary Club of Summit County (D5450) Our most unique fundraiser: Lake Dillon Ice Melt (www.DillonIceMelt.com) raises $10,000 -$20,000 annually, and it's now in its 25th year. Our BBQ event (www.bbqAtTheSummit.com)is our largest fundraiser, bringing in $35,000 - $45,000 annually.

	25. Thompson Valley Rotary (D5440) Our Valentine Hearts program raises around $12,000. The club has 250+ wooden hearts, 2 feet x 2 feet, painted red, with white lettering. Individuals pay $45 per heart, and can have any type of valentine saying painted on the heart for someone dear to them. The city allows the club to hang the hearts on the main street lights through town for a month or so, so the valentines are visible to everyone traveling through town. We enlist the help of the high school honor society to help paint, and then give their club a $1,000 donation. 

	26. Golf Tournament. We raise between $6,500 and $8,000 each year. Tournament started by giving a used car away for closest to the pin. Did not have to have a Hole in One. That worked for four years but with economy a used car is now given way plus golf clubs or other items. Cars donated by both major car dealers in town. Delta (District 5470)

	27. Auctions-silent and live with dinner in between. Fun with profit! And easy!

	28. The past two years we have made the Spirit of Whitefish our premier event and fundraiser. There is a very nice dinner at a top of the line venue and we honor a local person with the Spirit of Whitefish Award. To raise money we have a gold Kruggerand raffle with tickets costing $50, a silent auction and a live auction. Over all we cleared $30,000 last year. The only drawback is the cost to Rotarians could be prohibitive for some members. The key is to maximize community involvement.

	29. Wine tasting. All members donate items for live auction or silent auction. Hors d'ouvres are served. We raise about $5,000.

	30. Cross country bike race during an annual Town celebration day. $3,000 for about 4 hours of work.

	31. Golden (D5450) annual peach sale- we get a great response from the community and raise 15-20,000.

	32. Port Lavaca Noon (D5390) Selling flag subscriptions. 200 flags raise about $10,000 per year. It does take a fair amount of effort to get the club to put them up 6 times per year. 

	33. Golf Tournament- $12,000

	34. We got a lot of ideas at PETS. We don't do projects very well, but I think that will change this year. We need to do more and I think we will do a few we heard about at PETS.

	35. Mountain Foothills Rotary (D5450) $12-$15K,Evergreen Ice Melt (and attendant activities), raffle to guess when the barrel drops through the ice.

	36. Denver LoDo Rotary (D5450) Live Auction 

	37. Paonia (D5470) each year we raise $20,000 to support our scholarship program. We do this by selling our community on the value of our program, and soliciting their support. We have one $5000 giver and several in the $1000 range. It is much easier to raise money this way than through special events. Our events are "friend raisers.

	38. Pikes Peak Club (D5470)--We lead the volunteer Salvation Army Bell-ringing each year. About $23,000 raised each year for the Teller County Salvation Army. All money remains within Teller County and our Salvation Army is an all-volunteer staff.

	39. Commerce City Rotary Club (D5450) We do an annual golf tournament, and we raise about 25K. 

	40. Flag project. We put out flags on four days of the year, Flag Day, Memorial Day, July 4th and Labor Day. $3,400.

	41. The Parker Rotary Club (D5450) has recently held a State of the Town Luncheon for Parker. This fundraiser is an excellent way to: 1. Raise funds; 2) Inform community about the status of the City and future plans; 3) Provide a place for networking for community and business leaders; and, 4)provide an excellent way to market Rotary to community and business leaders. Currently there are four State of the Town Luncheons in District 5450. Other clubs should consider beginning them in their cities or towns. Rotary Clubs and their communities will benefit significantly from these events.

	42. Tennis ball drop, 3000 numbered balls, tickets include coupons for local businesses. A majority of tickets are presold. The ball drop is conducted at our county air show where there are usually a couple thousand people in attendance. A helicopter drops the balls on to the airport tarmac where there are multiple prize rings. 1st prize was $1000 cash, multiple other prizes, mostly donated goods. Last Year netted about $15,000

	43. Paul Bray, AG from Townsend Rotary Club, District 5390. Our club has two major fund raisers. One is a wine basket raffle in which each club member donates two bottles of wine, or $20.00. We sell tickets $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00, for a three week period near the holidays, and then hold the drawing. Short, sweet, and we raise over $5,000 each time we do it. The second is Fall Fest at which we sell beer and bratts. It is designed to bring business to town for a weekend in October, it takes many man hours to create, we budget $23,000.00 for expenses and make about 5,000 to 6,000 on a three day, intensive weekend. Lots of man power and co-operation from townspeople to pull this one off.

	44. Dillon Rotary(D5630) "Ice Melt" We place a clock on a raft on a pond which is frozen over. When the ice melts, a brick drops and stops the clock. Tickets are sold to guess the time the brick will drop and stop the clock. A book of 6 tickets sell for $10.00 or $2.00 per ticket. Top price is $500.00, $250.00 and $100.00

	45. Missoula (D5390) Noon Mystery Dinner. Each Rotarian pays $25 to attend a dinner at another Rotarian home. Host and attendee do not know who is coming until they arrive. Money goes to Foundation or Polio. No cost, raises about $1000 every year

	46. A combination of club members singing, talent presentations, and spoof skits on local politicians and issues. $25000

	47. Rotary Club of Fort Collins (D5440) Sponsor travel trips. First year was a river cruise in Russia and we raised $10,000 with very little effort.

	48. Auction by the Interact Club. Raised $30,000!!! Community members love supporting our next generation.

	49. Flag Sales, and Diamond/Spurs (athletic teams) black tie dinner.

	50. GRAND ISLAND ROTARY (D5630) FOR 4 YEARS WE DID A ROTARY RADIO AUCTION BY PHONE AND COMPUTER. ALL DONATED ITEMS, PUBLISHED IN NEWSPAPER, THEN ON AIR FOR 6 HOURS. RAISED AT START $16,000 TO HIGH OF 24,000. WE HOPE TO START AGAIN. 

	51. Longmont St Vrain Rotary (D5450) Annual Rubber Duck Race $20,000

	52. Steamboat Springs (D5440) Ski Town Classic Golf Tournament. It is a two day tournament with each team paying approx $350 to participate. The first night includes a silent and live auction with a free martini bar as well as wine and beer along with a buffet. We also include a "paddle up" opportunity which allows people to donate money instead of buying any auction items. We get sponsors to cover the costs of the event and charge for the event. Last year the event made over $150,000. This year, of course we do not expect those kind of numbers.

	53. Casper (D5440) Duck Derby. Raises about $100,000. Broad community participation. Money used for projects within the community--usually one major one with Rotary identity.

	54. We have a great duck race that we actually get the schools involved in. For every duck they sell their school gets $1 back. Some of our schools made $2500

	55. Rotary Club Parker (D5450) Golf Benefit and Silent Auction - $33,000 net - 100 to 130 players - Multiple sponsor levels State of the Town Luncheon - $10,000 net 200 plus in attendance for first year. Multiple sponsor levels.

	56. Our annual fundraiser is a Gold Raffle and Silent Auction dinner. When times were better we were raising $30K+ - we have raised $10K the last two years.

	57. Arkansas River Celebrity Fly-fishing. Salida Rotary Club. Net about $20,000.

	58. Minden Rotary Club (D5390) Each week many fines are imposed for "indiscretions," birthdays, anniversaries and completely irrelevant accusations. Over $1400 is collected for our local scholarship awards.

	59. East Colorado Springs (D5470) Guided Bird Hunt and grocery gift card raffle $30,000 ($180.00 hunter / $10 raffle) 

	60. We chartered in 2008 and currently have 20 members. We put on a bowl-a-thon that takes approx. 4 man hours to put together and raised $5000.00 Our cost was about $300.00 The bowling alley gave us 20 lanes for 2 hours with shoes and balls for $200 and the members put together teams with a minimum of $200.00 per team - and we all had a blast.

	61. Rotary Club of Whitefish (D5390) $17,000 We hold a dinner and give out the "Spirit of Whitefish" award to individual or organization who has given of their time to improve community and youth. We have a live auction and also a silent auction of all donated items and services. There is a no host bar and a charge per plate to cover dinner.

	62. Pagosa Springs Noon Club (5470) Casino Night varies between $15K to $30K depending on economy.

	63. Elegant dinner with silent auction open to the public $14,000

	64. Travelogue. Done for 19 years and have cleared for that $125,000. 

	65. We have several Texas Hold ‘Em poker tournaments each year. Our take is somewhere around $1,200 each time --- we have generally been raising about $6,000 a year

	66. Our club sells mixed nuts during the holidays, making approx $1000. We also do a snack booth at a local community celebration that makes $500-$700. We hope to review the ideas we heard and have a WOW fundraiser that will bring us a much better result. THANKS TO ALL FOR THE IDEAS.

	67. Rotary Club of Evergreen (D5450) - Wines in the Woods - wine tasting and appetizers, silent auction, $32-36,000.00

	68. Kearney Dawn (D5630) Cranes on Parade. An art presentation of the sandhills cranes migration through central Nebraska each year. Great combination of the community, club, visitors worldwide, and the arts. Raise $80K every five years for local and international projects.

	69. The Loveland Rotary Club (D5440) has sponsored the Colorado Governor's Art Show for the past 18 years. It is held at the Loveland Museum and features professional painters and sculptors that live and work in Colorado. It raises $40-50K per year and attendance has been as high as 5600 over the month long show. It funds our art and academic scholarships and other Rotary programs.

	70. Denver Mile High (D5450) Million Dollar Hole-in-One Shootout

	71. Edwards Club (D5470) New to Rotary but I want to parlay our limited funds with grants while teamed with other US clubs, and say German/French clubs to do series of projects in Moldova (poor country but good clubs). A $1,000 input with buy ins from 3/4 clubs could result in a $10,000-15,000 activity. Also allows friendships to develop during personal travel to any of the clubs -- primarily working with health and education of orphans and other children. Must develop plan and sell to my club. Our friend raisers are limited to Turkey bowl (bowling), Duck Race and recently selling beer/hotdogs at sporting events. Need to do better -- but also need to have a purpose for the funds use.

	72. Edwards, CO (D5470). We started a 5K footrace ("Ducky Dash")to support the Vail Club's Duck Race. We share in selling ducks but also gathered nearly 100 runners the morning of the local Duck Race.

	73. Rotary Talent Show for school children

	74. Golf Tournament, includes a live auction. $50,000 last year.

	75. Rapid City Rushmore (5610) We have an annual golf tournament where we raise about $50,000 a year for our local branch of the Children's Home that cares for extremely troubled children.


