
Let us open this chronicle of the Montrose Rotary Club story by reading from a front page item printed in The Montrose Daily Press dated March 15, 1921:  "ROTARY CLUB ORGANIZED WITH MOYNIHAN PRESIDENT AND 19 CHARTER MEMBERS."  The article went on to state the objectives and principles of Rotary and giving the four-way test, which is still in use by all Rotarians:  "Is it the truth; Is it fair to all concerned; Will it build goodwill and better friendships; Will it be beneficial to all concerned." - the Rotary four-way test.  


Founding members of the Montrose Club and their classifications were:  Rev. Isaac Castle, clergyman; Fred E. Cotton, clothier; A.C. Dutcher, furniture; C.O. Everett, banker; H.R. Elliott, civil engineer; A.W. Frandsen, jeweler; G.M. Green, newspaperman; F.J. Hartman, garage; Walter Lacher, abstractor; R. L. Loesch, farmer; Ross C. McCaffery, dentist; A.R. McCrimmon, drugist; J.H. McDonald, railroad man; Lynn Munro (classification not stated); C.J. Moynihan, attorney; Al A. Neal, stockman; H.R. Rose, manufacturing; Earl Rule, wholesaler; and R.B. Vote, grocer.  Of these founding members, Walter Lacher lived to age ninety and was well known to some present Rotarians, including this writer.  The Club held the first luncheon at the old Congregational Church on Tuesday, April 19, 1921.  The meetings ran from twelve noon to one thirty, just the same as is the case today.


In May of 1921, the Grand Junction Rotary Club, which was then the only other club on the western slope of Colorado, came en masse to Montrose for the Charter presentation.  The newspaper reports the evening meeting in great detail and describes the skit which was put on by the Montrose Rotary Club, pointing up an objective of Rotary to eliminate jealousies between the communities of western Colorado. The skit was called "Let Harmony and Good Will Prevail."  


"Mr. Too Damn Narrow," Rotarian C.J. Moynihan, as the spreader of propaganda, greed and jealousy against the cities of Delta and Grand Junction, was hauled into court by Judge "I Love Rotary," (A.C. Dutcher).  Prosecution was by "M.I. Wise," (Dr. McCaffrey), and the defendant was judged guilty by the jury of 12 men.  Mr. Too Damn Narrow, after being sentenced to death in the state penitentiary by chloroform for his offense, was allowed to speak.  He drank liberally from the bottle of jealousy, prejudice and selfishness on the judge's table, and then stated his reasons for hating Grand Junction and Delta.  At this juncture, a reformer, Rotarian Harry Rose, appeared with a bottle of Rotary Spirits, which, he claimed, would reform the prisoner.  The judge had the clerk procure the promise of Governor "Oil Over the Soup," to pardon the convicted man if the reformer could make him leave the path of hatred.  After a few drinks from the bottle of Rotary Spirits, the prisoner appeared drowsy, but after a few minutes asleep, he was aroused by the reformer and a wonderful transformation had been worked.  The prisoner greeted them with a firm handclasp of friendship and good cheer and the Rotary Spirits had taken all the venom and hatred out of his system.


On Tuesday, July 13, 1921, Montrose Rotary started the custom of members speaking on their business or professional standing and that was initiated by Mr. R.B. Vote who talked about the grocery business in which he was engaged.  


The July 20th article recounts that the Rotary Club entertained the cast of the Chautaugua.  How many Rotarians today remember Chautaugua?  It was the entertainment which came annually to small communities and I recall very well how much we enjoyed it.


In the early period of the Rotary Club here, the newspaper almost always gave large headlines to the report of their meetings. And it is interesting to note that quite often the St. Luke's Hospital notes were printed right beside those articles.  Those who have been in the area a long time will remember that St. Luke's Hospital, so called, was simply an old residence which stood where the parking lot of our county jail is now located.  The surgeons operated in a makeshift operating room on the second floor and carried the patients down the stairs in their arms and put them to bed on the first floor.  A Mrs. Anna Fender was the proprietor and nurse at the hospital and she was highly thought of in the community.


The meeting of Tuesday, August 16, 1921, notes that R.L. Loesch, a member of the Club, and of the family of our present member, Harrison Loesch, gave his vocational talk on dairies.  He operated a dairy and had some very prize stock.


An article of September 1, 1921, tells of the organization of the Delta Rotary Club.  Although Delta's charter had not yet been received, Montrose Rotarians went down to play baseball with not very good results.  They really were stomped by Delta.


The September 6 meeting of Montrose Rotary had a program which, reading from the report, "A.W. Franson gave a synopsis of a report from the Secretary General of Rotary.  The main feature of this program was relative to the Rotarian magazine, which the Secretary General stated had resulted in greatly increasing the attendance at Rotary luncheons.  Each member of Rotary gets a copy of the Rotarian magazine which acts as a stimulant for them to attend luncheon meetings regularly."


At the October 13, 1921, meeting it was unanimously voted to fine heavily any Rotarian who failed to return with wild game for the use of the Club.  Most of the members were apparently out hunting.


On December 8, 1921, the Montrose and Grand Junction Clubs went to Delta to meet for the Charter presentation of the Delta Club, which had been organized shortly before that date.  Montrose Rotarian Dick Loesch spoke to the group emphasizing Rotary's motto, SERVICE ABOVE SELF -- HE PROFITS MOST WHO SERVES THE BEST, saying that in this day when the world is in chaos and looking for leadership, Rotary has a great opportunity to work and serve.


In its report on the meeting in Delta, the Press further stated: "During this hour the marriage of Montrose and Delta took place.  With Wondrous Joy (Rotary Governor Harvey Parker) announcing the nuptials of his daughter, (Delta), and Hezekiah Throckmorton (Montrose).  The bride, (Gene Corman), towered in stately dignity, far above the groom, (Lynn Monroe).  Senator Ollie Bannister of Grand Junction was the minister.  The bride's family were all in attendance, including the father, (Dr. McClanihan), the mother, (A.J. Foster), big sister, (Doc Erich), big brother, (Oliver Cook), little sister, (Mortimer Stone), teeny-weeny sister, (Allen Overt), flower girls, (Bill Garben and Art Fairbanks).  Ushers were Neil Draper and Art Matthews.  The costumes of the girls (all Rotarians) were striking.  The ceremony was interrupted by the crying of teeny-weeny sister, (Allen Overt), in a big, improvised baby carriage.  Despite rattles, squawkers, and toy balloons, he continued to cry until finally, the unearthing of a gigantic nursing bottle quieted the baby long enough for the ceremony to proceed.  When the minister asked if anyone objected to the marriage, someone said, ' Yes, because Delta married Nucla and this ceremony would be bigamy.'  Finally, the ceremony was finished and the towering bride swung the groom off his feet and kissed him, then swooned and almost crushed on-lookers."


The meeting of the Rotary Club in Montrose of December 13, 1921, was devoted to a subject still on the docket today concerning roads and the quality of roads to the West End of Montrose County.  Today, 71 years later, we're still discussing the subject!  At that time the road was only usable about 8 months out of the year and there was great discussion about getting a better access to and from the West End of the county.


The newspaper report of the Montrose Rotary Club meeting of December 26, 1921, recounts that the Rotary Club went en masse to the State Road Building Camp near Cedar Creek, bringing Christmas joy to the men there.  In those days, prisoners from our state penitentiary were required to work on roads.  The Rotary Club went to the camp and took food and a program and entertained those men at their camp.  It was a horrible day for driving as it was muddy and slick, but they felt it was a great success and the prisoners were obviously very grateful.  The paper recounts that "Christmas may have been bleak for some, but it was not for the men of the State Road Camp, nor was it for the Rotarians."


The report of the last Rotary meeting in January 1921, is interesting because of this article printed beside it:  "Dempsey must have a capable opponent for the fight.  The boxing commission has refused permission for a bout between Dempsey and Bill Britain because it is believed that Britain cannot put up a good enough fight.  Dempsey must have an opponent who has a chance of winning, it was decided."  Many of us may know of that old barn on North 3rd and Cascade.  It was the building which Dempsey used for sparring and local people who were good with the gloves used to spar with him in training there.  He later, of course, left this community, but he lived here for a certain length of time and is remembered because he became so famous in later years.


February 3, 1922, Justice Burke, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Colorado at that time, visited and made an address.  The interesting thing about that meeting was what fun they had.  This was a special meeting held on a Friday in the Masonic Temple which was then on the second floor of the building on Main Street.  I quote from the news article: "Ralph B. Vote opened the program with singing of 'Swanee River Moon' and Herman Elliott followed with 'Ma" , that inimitable song which Herman can sing so touchingly.  Miss Agnes Barry delighted the large audience with several short piano selections.  Then, President Moynihan developed a craving for a rendition from an electric piano.  He appealed to Herman Elliott and while Herman did not have an electric piano in the hall, he sat down at the regular piano and he had struck only a few notes before the audience started laughing; for when Herman drops nickel in the slot and starts grinding his electric piano stunt, it would take an expert music critic to distinguish between the music he wrings from the regular piano and that which flows from an ordinary electric contraption."


At the February 14, 1922, meeting, President Moynihan announced that an architect would come to Montrose in the near future to look over the armory and decide if it would be feasible to convert it into an auditorium, as had frequently been suggested.  I believe the old armory was on North Second Street.  Also, at that meeting, Steve Johnson, who had the greenhouse here, read an article from the current issue of the Rotarian magazine which explained the importance of swimming pools for the youth of a community.  Mr. Johnson stated that he felt the equipment here for the welfare of the youth of Montrose was insufficient and that we should have a swimming pool.  It was, of course, many, many years before a pool was built.


During the month of January 1922, energies of the Club were devoted to planning and committee work in preparation for the 1921-1911 Commerce and Stockmen's Convention.  We have a picture among the memorabilia of the Club of that Convention.  It is a long strip photograph with the huge Rotary Wheel in front of the group.  It is under glass and is preserved for our Club.


At the February 21, 1922, meeting, the newly born Gunnison Rotary Club was hosted in Montrose.


At the last meeting in February 1922, the Press relates that the Club discussed taxes, and while the Club was concentrating on taxes, F.J. Hartman, Sergeant at Arms, made a few levies on those who came in late, putting in force the rule of the Club to penalize all those who arrive after the starting time.


The heading of the newspaper article of the March 14, 1922, meeting reads "Montrose Rotary attendance led all 26 Clubs in the district during the two months just ended."


June 5, 1922, meeting of the Rotary is interesting in that it discusses the youth work the Club undertook in those days and is meaningful to the Club today as we place emphasis on youth work, particularly with our Montrose Rotary Youth Foundation.  That report: "At the Boys' Day of Montrose Rotary Club, plans for boys' work throughout the year will be discussed, according to an announcement made by A.C. Dutcher at the Rotary Luncheon Tuesday noon at the Congregational Church.  H.D. Rose is chairman of the Boys' Work Committee."


The June 16, 1922, newspaper has an article "Lions Swamp Rotary 18-7.  The much heralded Lions-Rotary baseball game Thursday afternoon was one of the most enjoyable baseball games ever played.  It was a roar from start to finish.  The official score was 18 to 7 in favor of the Lions.  This showed what practice will do as the Lions had been practicing faithfully.  Joe Hartman got up an awful sweat chasing liners way out in the field.  McCrimmon for the Rotary, scored a home run.  Doc Shemerhorn was run into by Harry Rose and knocked flat in the dust.  It was much like a 3-ring circus all the time.  While you had your eye on one part of the field watching a comedy play, another one or two were being pulled off in another corner, so the fans had their money's worth.  It is needless to say that the players are rather stiff and sore today."  It seems that the game with the Lions was really a stunt and then came the real game with Montrose shutting out Delta.


On June 19, 1922, the Montrose Club was  host to the International Rotary President, Ray Haven.  From the Press: "This was one of the best meetings that the local Club has ever enjoyed, and no one proved more inspiring and more fun for the Rotarians that did this distinguished visitor.  President Dutcher, in introducing the International President, said he had the pleasure of meeting him at a district conference last year and he learned there that Ray was both a wonderful orator and also a top-notch singer.  He was called on first for speech.  Ray explained that this was his second Rotary Club visit since he was elected International Rotary Club President that week in California.  He came to Montrose in route to Silverton where he has mining interests.  Ray said that one thing which impressed him during this trip to Silverton was the old brewery outside of Silverton, which he hoped would never be opened again.


The report of the last meeting of July 1922, recounts a joint meeting which was held at Gunnison of the Grand Junction, Delta and Montrose and Gunnison Clubs.  Reading from the report:  "Early Friday morning the Rotarians and families started from Grand Junction and met the Delta Rotarians.  The two clubs united in Montrose with about 15 cars of Montrose Rotarians.  The caravan all assembled at Cimarron for lunch and then started together for Gunnison.  It started to rain about this time, and everybody had to dig out their chains.  One or two of the cars did run out of gas or stalled on the climb up the Blue. The trip was a wonderful one, everybody pulling into Gunnison about 6 PM."  Those were the days!


The meeting of November 20, 1922, reports on what was then a Rotary tradition of entertaining one's competitors.  Each businessman or professional man was to entertain his competitor for lunch.  A few of the rather amusing comments were:  from Dr. McCaffrey (dentist) introducing Dr. J.B. Parks, who said "We sort of pull together."  Abe Fauber, barber, was asked when Sid Hartman, his guest, had become a barber.  And Abe said, "He shaves himself."  Hugo Fergulias, introducing Mr. Carbonetti of the telephone company said, "He came over looking for trouble."  Railroad agent McDonald said he had no competition, which brought forth cries of "We wish you had, Mac!"  Walter Lacher, abstractor, spoke on loyalty to my competitor, which  he said was a peculiar subject for him since he had no competition for many years.  He said, however, that "a businessman should have competition; that a business house without competition was unfortunate and that people hated to buy at a store without competition for they were afraid they were being held up.  They like to compare prices."


In those days, Ladies Nights at Rotary were really very carefully planned affairs.  They certainly had lots of fun.  In looking at the Rotary report of November 28, 1922,  Ladies Night, it took three full columns in the newspaper to report the hijinks that went on at that affair.  


As reported in the newspaper of  late December 1922: "Eighty-five Rotarians and friends go to Cimarron to bring Christmas to the convicts working at the road camp.  The railroad donated a 3-car train and they took a piano and food, apples, etc. , and put on a program for those fellows on Christmas Day at Cimarron."


The last meeting of January 1923, our Club received a message from the newly formed Rotary Club of Montrose, Scotland.  This reporter recalls that over the years we have had several exchanges with this Club in Scotland.


A related article on the same page of the newspaper is headed: "Ice is Growing Fast - Cutting will begin on first of the week.  Frank Bosler is sitting pretty these nice cold days and nights while the ice is freezing.  It is already 10 1/2 inches thick and growing nicely.  he expects to start cutting next week."


It is interesting to note the changes in the Rotary districts.  The meeting of January 23, 1923, relates "District Governor Jim Walton of Cheyenne pays a visit to Montrose Rotary Club and goes to Paonia tonight."  In those days, part of  Wyoming and also Pueblo were parts of our Rotary district.  Wasn't that something for a Governor to handle?!


The Daily Press of January 25, 1923, headlines:  "Charter Is Presented to Rotary Club of Paonia with Splendid Celebration.  Local Men Attend."  The article continues:  "Rotarians and their ladies from Delta,  Grand Junction and Gunnison attended the charter presentation ceremony in celebration for the Paonia Rotary Club, the smallest Rotary Club in existence with 16 members, and also enjoying the distinction of being the Club in the smallest town."


The January 31, 1923, meeting report speaks of the Father and Son Banquet Tuesday night, sponsored by the Rotary Club.  It proved to be a most enjoyable occasion.


At the March 6, 1923, meeting, the report stated that evangelist A.W. Luth spoke at the Tuesday noon Rotary and stated that his business was "soul insurance," but that his specialty was fire escapes.  The evangelist is here in charge of the union Revival meeting which is being conducted by various churches of the city.


Proceedings of the meeting of Tuesday, April 10, 1923, reveal that "our courthouse has been principally constructed but lacks many finishing touches, and lacks the funds for them."  Joe Hartman gave the report to the meeting and I believe he was a Commissioner here when the courthouse was built.  In the course of the remarks that were made, C.J. Moynihan stated that "Commissioners were often misunderstood and not fully appreciated, and that since he had gone through the building, he felt everybody should cooperate with the board as much as possible for the completion of the courthouse without interruption."  This was approved by a vote of the Club.


The June 20, 1923, Daily Press stated that "Charles Moynihan addressed the International Rotary Convention in St. Louis."  Mr. Moynihan was a nationally recognized figure, known over a wide area in his profession as an attorney and as a very able speaker.


The September 26, 1923, Daily Press reports on a Rotary meeting in which a speaker stated as follows: (I think it's interesting to see what the thought was in those days).  Let me quote:  "Parents must cut down on their outside duties and spend more evenings around the fireside with their children molding their lives for better citizenship."  Now that was before television, wasn't it!


Here's an interesting item about the January 22, 1924, meeting.  "Steve Johnson, Dr. McCaffrey, William Melcher and O.I. McIntire were given a remembrance Tuesday noon at the regular meeting of Rotary Club in reward for their 100% attendance at the Club luncheons during 1923.  The records of the other members were also read and it was recorded that the average attendance of the entire Club was 91%, which is considered excellent.


The headline reporting the Rotary Club meeting of February 27, 1924, states "Rotary Club Proves Splendid Host to 40 Farmers of the Valley as They Rubbed Shoulders."  Apparently, from what I've read, that was the start of our Farmer's Day way back in 1924.


A report of the March 18, 1924 meeting has big headlines stating "Judge Bell, (who was a local judge), Gives C. J. Moynihan Great Boost at Rotary for Senatorial Toga."  Apparently, however, Moynihan did not run for the Senate.


At the July 17, 1924, meeting, Walter Lacher reported on his attendance at the International Convention of Rotary in Toronto, Canada.


The newspaper of February 20, 1925, reports on the Rotary Club Ladies Night.  The headline states:  "Rotary Club Pulls Off Big Stunt with Ladies Night Cabaret Program."  And an excerpt from that, I quote:  "Joe Hartman was master of ceremonies or ringmaster and he did his part well keeping the crowd going all the time.  The program opened with a quartet of such famous singers as Joel Atkinson, Art Dutcher, R.E. Beemer and Harry Mendenhall.  (Obviously, these were men who did not sing).  They went through all the lip motions of singing, while back of the curtains were D.G. Hayes, Reggie McCrimmon, Gerald Brethouwer and Charlie Adams.  Later, they appeared in front of the screen and sang another song.  The men in the first act just did lip motions.  This will long be remembered as one of the highly social events in the life of Montrose."


This report on the September 24, 1925, meeting of the Rotary Club mentions that a motion was carried that "the Club send a box of extra fancy apples to the Rotary Club of Montrose, Scotland as a Christmas treat."  That was obviously in exchange for their sending the cake.  In those days the mesa out west of town was all apple orchards.


October 1, 1925, has Rotary meeting headlines: "Boy Scouts Divide Program with Judge Foster Symes at the Rotary Club Luncheon Tuesday Noon."  It names four boys, including Bob Lacher, as members of the Boy Scout Troop in Montrose led by Doc McCaffrey.  Bob Lacher is a former member of our Club, now living in Boulder.


Of the February 12, 1926, meeting of Rotary, the Press has this big headline:  "Rotary Ladies Night Biggest Event in Montrose in Many a Day with 200 Participants."


November 4, 1925, Joe Hartman gave a very excellent program to Rotary which is fully reported in the paper about the automobile business.  I heard Joe give at least one program in later years and he was a very fine speaker.  He could tell a story that would just convulse you with laughter.  Let me read a paragraph of this Daily Press article which illustrates my point:  "Most of those present here today will recall the pioneers of automobiledom in Montrose;  Dr. Shemerhorn, W.O. Redding, Wm. Torrence, and others.  Dr. Shemerhorn had one of those old 52 inch wheel base bike-tired propositions and there are numerous graves in both cemeteries containing corpses that might have been alive and still be useful citizens today had the Doctor used his horse and buggy rather that depend on the old automobile."  Joe's report covers 5 columns in the paper and makes very interesting reading.  We haven't space to give it all here.  It would be appropriate here to mention for those who don't know the background, that Joe and Sid Hartman, his brother, founded the automobile agency which was first a bicycle shop and then as automobiles came into the picture they were Ford dealers and eventually, Dodge dealers.  I think they stayed with the Dodge, which became Chrysler line for them also, until rather recent years.  The third generation now operates the Hartman Brothers' Company here.


Reporting the March 3, 1927, meeting of the Rotary Club, "C.J. Moynihan Gives Masterly Address on George Washington at Rotary Luncheon Tuesday. -- "Charles J. Moynihan, student of our great men and our leading orator, held our Rotarians' rapt attention for 40 minutes Tuesday noon when he gave parts of his prepared address on George Washington.  He had been asked to respond at the meeting nearest to Washington's birthday, but as the Club did not meet last week, it was postponed."


June 23, 1927, the paper headlines "Rotary Club Cuts Hijinks at Beaumont Hotel Meeting. -- The regular meeting of the Rotary Club last night at the beautiful Beaumont Hotel in Ouray was one of the highlights in the life of Montrose Rotary.  About 75 Rotarians, Rotary Ann's and guests sat down to the banquet of a 4 course affair with creamed chicken and all the goodies that go with it."  As we all know, the beautiful Beaumont Hotel has been allowed for many years to degenerate and go to pieces.


A 1927 report states that D.G. Hayes and Rev. John Foster reported on attending the Rotary International Convention at Austend, Belgium.


Another September 1927 edition speaks of a greeting from the Montrose Club of Scotland which was attended by Rotarian Foster of Montrose as an attendance makeup.


A 1927 headline "Rotary Club Fosters Plan to Provide Toys for Many Kiddies -- Bring Them Now."  This was evidently the start of the Christmas Rotary program which was held for many years by the Rotary Club here.


1928 headline:  "Rotary and Lions Club Hold Joint Meeting and Entertain Members of the Junior Band. -- The basement of the Congregational Church was almost raised off of its foundation Tuesday noon, by the rousing singing of the Rotarians, Lions, and members of the Montrose Junior Band, with the latter as the special guest of the two service clubs honoring their signal victories at the Grand Junction School Band tournament.  Montrose walked away with all of the leading prizes, both in solo and mass playing."


The Wednesday, May 30, 1928, edition of the Press headline:  "Rotary Takes Initiative in Matter of Keeping Montrose on Accredited List of Schools."


In October of 1928, our Club put on an evening affair where each member was to invite a guest who was born in a foreign land.  Headline:  "Rotary Club Entertains Men from Other Nations at a Night Meeting."


October 10, 1928, airmail letter from Montrose Rotary Club reaches the Montrose, Scotland Rotary Club in eleven days.


November 15, 1928, meeting, the Lions Club Thursday entertained the Rotary Golf Club team members who defeated the Lions Club in a recent tournament.  The Golf course was on Sunset Mesa (the Hog Back) with no grass at all!)


The first meeting of 1929 was on January 9.  It was quite interesting in that it is recorded in such detail.  The newspaper used 20 column inches to report this meeting.  It is headlined: "Rotary Club Has Very Optimistic Meeting Tuesday."  Several speakers had spoken about Montrose, what Montrose area has, its assets and so forth.  I think there is a paragraph or two worth reading here.  Apparently the county commissioners were present, as well as the editor of the newspaper, who was a guest.  "The City of Montrose has a population of 4,000 people.  It has a high class daily newspaper in a complete plant, excellent schools and school buildings, a new federal building, a new county courthouse, paved streets in the downtown section and 15 miles of surfaced streets in the residential section.    (I recall in the later years that we had a big drive to 'get out of the mud.') It has pretty parks, pretty homes and a pure water supply.  The people of Montrose are intelligent, alert, and progressive.  They are proud of their city and always acting to add to its charm.  Montrose is within a couple hours ride of some of the grandest scenery in all Colorado.  Excellent roads, good fishing streams, mountain ranges nearby, and many beautiful camping spots make the outdoor life all that can be desired."


The March 24, 1929, paper records and reports on "Rotary Cabaret, very enjoyable event Tuesday.  The 6th Annual Rotary Club Cabaret at the armory Tuesday night was a most enjoyable affair for two hundred and fifty members and guests.  The Italian motif was played out in decorations, menus, programs and costumes.  C.J. Moynihan was chairman of the cabaret committee.  He was ably assisted by various committees in planning, arranging and executing the various details.  Much credit was due the battery department of Hartman Brothers and the Western Colorado Power Company for arranging the beautiful lighting effects and the storm scenes in which thunder and lightning was played out."  They really went to a lot of trouble in those days when they had a party.


At the May 18, 1929, meeting of the Rotary Club, they had a speaker who spoke concerning the high school's inadequate buildings, enlarged enrollment and so forth.  A committee was appointed by President Joe Hartman to investigate.  In those days, the Rotary Club was real interested in education as is the case today.  Without doubt, it was from that committee's work that the present high school building was constructed, which in 1992 and 1993 was enlarged again.


In a late June 1929, edition, The Press had a lengthy report of Rev. John S. Foster attending the International Convention of Rotary in Dallas.  It is interesting to note that just recently his son completed 40 years of pastoring the Episcopal Church in Grand Junction.  The father had been a Rotarian here over 40 years ago as this is being written.


At the first meeting in August 1929, a Rotarian by the name of W.D. Asbury, who was chairman of the aviation committee of the Chamber of Commerce, told Rotarians of the plans now underfoot for the celebration to commemorate the first anniversary of the opening of the airport.  At that time the airport was on the top of Sunset Mesa.  It was the first airport in Montrose, years and years before the current site was selected and enlarged as an airport.


This reporter flew off that hilltop airport, so-called, many times in the early 40's.  It certainly was a poor location for an airport.  Sometimes it was hard to get those light planes to touch down because of the updrafts on the sides of the mesa.


September 29, 1929, report in the paper about the Rotary meeting states that the District Governor urged the Montrose Club to pay a visit to the new club in Durango, taking their song leader, Herman Elliott, and their pianist, Mrs. McCullough, along as the Durango Club was in sore need of coaching as to how to conduct a live Rotary Club.


An October meeting  reports on that trip to Durango which was, apparently, very successful.  Our Rotary Club, at that time, was meeting in the basement of the Congregational Church, as it did for many years, until they demolished that building.  The library now stands where the church once did.


October of 1929, the Montrose Club had a program honoring Edison, the inventor of the electric light.  The speaker was the manager of the Telluride Plant for Western Colorado Power Company.  Edison's people, of course, had been working in this area to install power in the mines with some of the earliest hydro generating plants in the nation.


In late October, the Club met jointly with the Lion's Club to attend as a body the gala opening of the new Fox Theater in 1929.  The exterior architecture still remains as it was in those days.


In early November 1929, the Club decided to continue sending its Christmas greeting or gift to its namesake in Montrose, Scotland.  That was carried on for many years.  It has been dropped in recent years.


In those earlier days the Rotary Club went all out in planning their annual party which was held in March, and is reported in the March 12, 1930, issue of The Press.  It was held in the old Armory building, on North First, which has long since been taken down.  Part of the entertainment was put on by high school students, some of the names of those who took part are quite familiar to us:  Carlton Hartman, Donald Johnson, Harrison Loesch, all three of those are well-known to us today.  Again, it is interesting to notice how much space The Press gave to the doings of the Rotary Club in those days.  I think the report of that party occupied about four columns in that paper.


The Press reports on a Rotary meeting in late May, where Earl Bryant, who was a prominent attorney in those days, spoke of the annual Poppy Day on May 24th, when everyone was expected to purchase a poppy to commemorate the men who fell during the World War.  They were speaking of the only World War we had had at that time, which is now referred to as W.W.I.


Lloyd Hillyer, a prominent musician in the early days here, and also the music leader at the high school, was a very prominent Rotarian, and is often mentioned in the reports for music in one way or another.


The Rotary Club was also supporting the Boy Scouts movement.  In the August 27, 1930, Press, Walter Lacher, chairman of the Boy's Work Committee, had charge of the program at the Rotary Club.  He invited Scout Master Dex Walker to bring some of his Scouts to accompany him.


In September of 1930, the Montrose Club hosted the Durango Club at a very gala luncheon at the Beaumont Hotel in Ouray.  The report here is lengthy:  "Ouray is just the spot for such an affair.  The Beaumont Hotel, with the genial and painstaking manager, Mrs. Mealy, is the proper place to make everything perfect."  We sure wish that it were still operating today.


Judge Bruce, who was a very highly respected judge in the 30's and early 40's, was reported as giving a program to the Club on the Constitution.  it was given a lengthy report in the paper.


At the meeting nearest the 4th of July, 1931, Rev. Mark Warner addressed the Rotary Club.  Rev. Warner was for many years, the pastor of the Presbyterian Church here and a highly respected man.  He was largely responsible for getting the Black Canyon designated as a national monument.  Here is an excerpt from his speech, according to one paragraph in The Press:  "I think the average American citizen is losing his appreciation of the true meaning of American Citizenship."


At the last July 1930, meeting, Walter Lacher reported on and delightfully entertained the Club about his cruise in the Caribbean.  In those days, that was really something; not many people were going to those areas then.


The August 6th Press reports that, "Seldom does the Rotary Club have the pleasure and the novelty brought to it as the Montrose Club did Tuesday when Norman Brethouwer and his wife, who were married recently and just returned from their honeymoon, entertained first with a solo by Mr. Brethouwer, accompanied on the piano by his wife.  This was followed by Mrs. Brethouwer, accompanied by her husband.  This young couple are talented artists, and bring much pleasure to themselves and others through their entertaining."  They are current member Dr.  Bob Brethouwer's parents.


A report of the late December Rotary meeting in 1932, speaks of a meeting concerning Highway 50, where they had some success in Denver getting $600,000 for work on it, including getting the bridge over the river in Grand Junction.  The speaker said, "You know, men, I sometimes fear for the safety of our government unless something can be done to put men to work and keep them working.  I hope that through highway work we may be able to keep this country and government safe."  Many of us can remember the Depression of the early 1930's.


A 1933 issue of The Press reports with the headline: "Rotary's Annual Party Most Unusual, Taking Form of a Circus."  Quoting from one paragraph:  "It was the Al G. Rotary Circus.  After the announcement by the Ringmaster that the show was about to start, the band struck up 'A Hot Time Air' and the grand parade entered with a huge elephant in the lead -- Peggy Moynihan leading the elephant.  Peggy, of course, is now Peggy McCaffrey and lives in Montrose.  Followed by a monkey, a giraffe, an ostrich, three clowns, dancing girls in tights, a bowery dancer and a whole retinue of other animals and things."  The animals were, of course, Rotarians in costume.


The June 17, 1933, issue of the paper tells of  a meeting of the Rotary where the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument had just been approved.  The proclamation for it was signed by President Hoover just before he left office.  The superintendent of Yellowstone National Park visited the canyon here the year before and was very instrumental in getting it designated as a national monument.  He was very impressed with it.


July of 1933, Moynihan tells Rotary serious dangers face valley through plans to divert water to the Eastern Slope.  As always, the newspaper printed his speech in full.


Notes about the growth of the Rotary Club are mentioned in 1934.  It is apparent that the Depression had badly affected the number of Rotarians.  In 1934, the Club started growing back to its former size.  There was a point in the 30's when the Depression was at its worst.  Dr. Spong was secretary/treasurer of the Club and he is credited with having announced to the Club, "At the next meeting, either bring your dues or bring your lunch."


In late October of 1934, Dan Hughes, an attorney and later a judge here, gave a talk before the Club on the Taylor Grazing Act which was before Congress at that time.  The article makes clear that even in that early day, when the legislation for grazing was still not enacted, that the East and the nation didn't have extreme environmentalists, but the people interested in game refuges and so forth, opposed this legislation which authorized grazing.


In February of 1935, the Montrose Rotary Club had climbed back up to 40 members.


May 3, 1935, issue of The Press reported on a Rotary meeting which was addressed by Sid Hartman, and he tells about Hartman Brothers starting to sell Fords in 1909, and they sold 14 the first year.  In 1912, Ford announced that if he sold 75,000 autos he would return $50 to each owner.  He sold 80,000, and each owner received back $50.  Sid said the day they received the check for the refund, Walter Lacker happened to drop in.  When they showed him the check, he replied that he had just thrown a letter from Ford into his wastepaper basket!  He went hot-footing back looking for it and found his check.


In July of 1935, Walter Lacker gave a report on his trip to Mexico City for the International Convention for Rotary.


In 1935, Montrose had a CCC Camp, that was the Civilian Conservation Corps, and they had many contacts with Rotary.


On August 10, 1937, Don Stubbs, a member of the Club, invited the Rotarians and their families to eat dinner at the CCC Camp on Sunday to help celebrate the 4th Anniversary of the CCC Camp at the nominal price of $.25 per plate.


The newspaper reported on the meeting of August 17, a program given by Dr. Ross McCafferty concerning the fountain at the City Hall corner, familiarly known as "Iron Mike."  Excerpts from the long report are:


In the early days of Montrose, domestic water was a real problem.  Water in the Uncompahgre River was too muddy and loaded with mine tailings, making it unfit for use.  Wells were drilled, but good water was not found, even at 800 feet.  One of these wells was drilled on the corner where the Belvedere Hotel stood, now the public parking lot, just east of City Hall.  In 1909, a Mr. William M. Simmons from Leadville and Lake City came to Montrose and invested in a farm on Spring Creek Mesa.  He was troubled with stomach and kidney problems and, while staying at the Belvedere Hotel, drank freely of the well water on the corner and was cured of his ailments.  He was so elated that he visited the office of The Press and called attention of the editor, C.E. Adams (a Rotarian) to the excellent curative quality of this water.  He suggested that the spring should be made more attractive and made known because it was such an asset to the town.  He gave Mr. Adams a $2 donation to start a fund.  Several hundred dollars was subsequently raised for this project.  The late Thomas B. Townsend, president of First National Bank and one of the large property owners here, interested himself in the movement and offered to give a fine drinking fountain for the well.  Under the administration of Mayor Dr. J.W. Allen, the water was piped across the street to the City Hall corner and "Iron Mike" was erected there on August 11, 1910.


Subsequently the flow of water was stopped by deterioration of the steel pipe in the ground, caused by chemicals in the water.  Finally, a large hole was dug and a tile line installed to bring the water to the surface and this line is still in use today.


On September 22, 1937, the Rotary Club had a program given by the man in charge of digging the large drainage ditches which criss-cross our valley.  He mentioned that three huge machines were working at that time in 1937.


January 26, 1938, issue of the paper, headlines: "Rotary Clubs of Western Slope Send Big Delegations to Olathe for New Club Charter Presentation.  Montrose delegation numbers 42 Rotarians at dinner gathering."


It is noted in 1938 on the 15th of September that Harold Westesen of Olathe was the only visiting Rotarian present at the Montrose Club meeting.


Back there in those periods, the Rotary Club entertained college students home from school.  December 27th, 30 college boys and girls were guests of the Montrose Rotary Club Tuesday noon at their regular luncheon meeting.  Names in the list of the guests at that dinner by the Rotary Club for the college students included Dale Moynihan, the son of the attorney and Richard Hartman and Fred Gilchrist.  Those are families who are still in the Montrose area or have returned here.


Early evidence of the interest which the Rotary Cllub took in the Boy Scout movement here, is reported in the Wednesday, January 31, 1940, issue of The Press in which Judge Bruce presented a program concerning the Boy Scouts.  Scouting was an early project of the Rotary Club.  Subsequent to that meeting where the Rotary Club heard the Boy Scout program, a full-page ad promoting the Boy Scout program was published with many of the Rotarians signing it.


At our January 31, 1940, meeting a report was given concerning the first anniversary meeting of the Olathe Rotary Club, stating that three of their members had a perfect attendance record.  Harold Westesen, now a Montrose Rotarian, was one of those.  Harold states that he maintained this perfect attendance record in Olathe until he left to serve in the armed forces during World War II.


In March of 1940, there is the headline that a runaway team hitched to a grain wagon charged through the streets of Montrose, narrowly missing parked autos.  While not concerned with Rotary,  particularly, I can't pass up the headline in the March 20, 1940 Press:  "Treasure Seekers Dig Up $217 in Gold."  In working the estate, they found gold coins hidden in a tin can.  At that time gold was worth about $35 an ounce.


In the published reports of Rotary meetings of 1940, we begin to find mentions of the war in Europe and the attitudes of the people in this country toward it.  Opposition to the draft, which was put in place in readiness for our possible involvement, had a number of references.  


In April of 1940, the Rotary Club participated in the selling of tickets for the Finnish Relief Fund.  The Finns had been defeated by Russia, and they were starving.  The Rotary Club here had a project sending funds to them.


Headline in The Press, April 5, 1940: "Rotarian Walter Lacher Deeds to City Tract for Golf Course."  This was 40 acres north of what was then the CCC Camp, and I believe that is now part of the Regional Airport.  Walter Lacher was, of course, a prominent member of the Montrose Rotary Club.


April 10, 1944 edition:  "Ceremonies to Dedicate $250,000 Structure."  This was the then new high school.  The Rotarians were prominent factors in getting this built.


In 1940, the War in Europe was in progress, although we had not gotten involved militarily.  The headlines were full of it all, day after day.


The April 24, 1940, edition of The Press reports on "Annual Rotary Party Proves Big Success."  They had 256 members and guests in attendance and it was an Hawaiian motif.


Papers in 1940 certainly didn't have the news in them about Rotary that they did before.  They were mostly concerned with news of battles in Europe.


In mid-May of 1940, Jim Dutcher, a Rotarian, as mayor pro-tem of Montrose, issued a proclamation requiring that all men put on their straw hats this week.


April 22, Dale Moynihan, son of Charles Moynihan, attorney and Rotarian, suffered an injury to his right elbow which forced him out of the University of Colorado track meet.


Again, not Rotary, but the Thursday, May 30, 1940, headline: "Northern Allied Armies Shattered."   -- "Battle of Flanders is called worst military debacle as thousands of men killed.  Germans employ two great air armadas in attack on Dunkirk, in an effort to halt British/French withdrawal from Pincers."


June 4, 1940, "Allied Force Surrenders Dunkirk."  Colossal military disaster told to British people by Prime Minister.  Commons hear shocking word that British Isles may fall under the Hitler regime until the New World gives rescue to the Old.


Big headlines on June 7, 1940: "C.E. Adams, Press Editor, Succumbs. -- Colorful career of beloved first citizen is closed."  He was a very strong booster of things in Rotary and wrote very voluminously about it in the early years of the Club.


Headlines five inches high in the June 17, Press:  "FRENCH SURRENDER, BRITAIN WILL CONTINUE WAR ALONE."


June 18, 1940, Rotarian R.L. Loesch addressed the Rotary Club on the "Rise of Totalitarian Governments in Europe."  The focus of everything in those days was whether or not and when the United States would enter the War.


In the '40's we read quite often of joint meetings of the Lion's and Rotary Clubs.  There is one mentioned that was held on July 9, 1940, between the two Clubs in the basement of the old Congregational Church.


The final issue of The Press in 1940 has headlines five inches high announcing the beginning of the bombing of London by the Germans.  Another great headline in the same paper, "Roosevelt Calls for Crisis."  This eventually led to our entering the War.


As we go into 1941, we see a sub headline:  "Gregory Loesch is on Flying Trip to Baltimore to Beat Deadline for Naval Pilot Appointment."  We were, of course, in the preparedness stage, and it really began to hit home here in Montrose.


The January 18, 1941, issue of The Press headlines: "Isolationists See Churchill's Speech as maneuver to Draw United States into War."  Churchill came over and made a speech before Congress here, and there was a large (probably a minority) section of the public who were opposed to getting in the War, regardless of the bad shape the British and their allies were in.


Again, leading up to our getting into War, headline on January 30, 1941: "Hitler Promises to Sink All British Aid Ships."  We were sending a lot of ships over to Britain, and the sinking of our own vessels is what probably brought the government and public around to going into war against Germany.


At the March 25, 1941, meeting of Rotary, Rotarians heard a talk on China by Roy Roberts.  Roy Roberts was a longtime Rotarian.  He had been employed as the manager of the City of Shanghai in China for many years, and returned to Montrose in retirement.  He had a furniture business here, and died around 1980.


At the May 13, 1941, meeting of the Rotary, Dr. Vern Stong, who was secretary of the Club for many years, reported on the district conference which he attended in Colorado Springs.  Also, at the same meeting, James Dutcher, who was president of the bank, and at one time president of the Rotary Club, reported on the advertising and publicity meeting for the Rotary International meeting in Denver next month.  He was on that international convention committee.


The May 28, 1941, issue of The Press has a big headline: "Roosevelt Assumes Absolute National Power."  Sub headline: "Majority of Nation's Leaders Support President's Order for National Emergency."


The Press of June 17, 1941, carried an article on the front page concerning the Rotary International Convention in Denver, naming some of the speakers and relating some of the resolutions that were passed at that time.  That convention is of interest to one of the people working up this history of the Rotary, in that he was in attendance at that convention as a representative from the Fruita Rotary Club.


Another important turning point in W.W.II is noted in that paper of June 23, 1941, with headlines: "German Blitzkrieg Pointed Toward Moscow."  That's when the Nazi's decided to take Russia.


As we go over this record of June of 1941, we pause to make note that this year marks the 20th Anniversary of the Montrose Rotary Club in Montrose.


Again, we managed to get on the front page with a Rotary program, "Post Office Operation Outlined at Rotary Club by Postmaster and Assistant."  It is noted the payroll at the Montrose Post Office is some $40,000 per year, and the postal employees work 305 days per year, the balance being time off and holidays and weekends.


The first reported Rotary meeting in 1942, after we had declared war on Japan and Germany, reads "Rotarians dine on cornbread, milk, and coffee.  Rotarians were placed on a wartime ration Tuesday noon at their meeting, as all that they were given for their dinner was a pint of milk, cornbread and coffee.  If members of the Club had sufficient money on hand, they could buy their dessert, which was two cookies and a sweet roll.  This unusual menu was decided upon at last week's meeting, and as a result of Rotarians cutting down on their food at the meeting Tuesday, $50.00 was realized and will be turned over to the local Red Cross organization for war use."


At the Tuesday, February 11, 1942, Rotary meeting, a report was given on the dismantling of an army bomber forced down near Naturita.


Headline: "Japs Open All Out Attack Against MacArthur in the Philippines."  At the March 3, 1942, meeting of Rotary, it is reported that the county rationing committee issued only 26 new tires for the whole month, 9 truck retreads, and 11 tubes, for the 28 days of February.


At the March 30 meeting of the Montrose Rotary, a Dr. Allison was the speaker from the War Department. He pressed on the Club the seriousness of the situation.  Quoting: "We have a serious job ahead of us and it is going to take everything we have.  This is an all-out proposition, we have to win, and we are going to have to fight to win.  This is no plaything."


April 28, 1942, issue of The Press headline: "President Will Deliver Fireside Chat Tonight."  (I always wondered where the Rotary Club got that expression of "Fireside Chat.")  The same paper advises that Harrison Loesch has been ordered for training under selective service, and will report for officer training.


If you have ever wondered why men's trousers often no longer have cuffs, it came out of W.W.II.  The rationing board, in order to save fabric, ordered that new clothing no longer have cuffs.


At the Tuesday, May 27, 1942, meeting, it was announced that  a Montrose man was missing in action in the Philippines.  His name was Mike Cordova.


At the July 7, 1942, meeting of the Rotary Club, the new president, Ira C. Foster, announced his appointments for the various sections of the Rotary:  Foster, President; Jim Dutcher, Vice President; Charlie Adams, Kenneth Carnine and Jim Bullock, Directors.  Mr. Bullock is the retiring President.  Members of the old Board, in addition to Bullock, were Foster, S.C. Hartman, W.D. Day and T.J. Reeves.  Vern Stong was Club Secretary.


The July 15, 1942, issue of The Press reports on the Battle of Midway.  "Foe Lost 20 Ships Including 4 Aircraft Carriers."  This, many of  us will remember, was a real turning point in the War with the Japanese.


At the August 4, 1942, meeting of the Club, the District Governor, Alf E. McQuinney, spoke to the Club concerning new opportunities for service offered Rotarians through the War.  Almost every week the paper in those days had long lists of Montrose young men who were shipped off to training in the induction program.


November 18, 1942, edition of the newspaper has several interesting headlines: "Two Great Allied Armies Closing in on Axis for Showdown Battle" and "Turning Point in War Reached" advised Franklin Roosevelt.  Gasoline Rationing Board appointed for Montrose motorists.


Apparently the War didn't dampen the local Rotary Club enough to stop their annual ladies' night parties, because on November 24, 1942, the headline in the paper reads: "Rotary Annual Ladies' Night Party Rivals Any in Club's History."  An interesting paragraph out of the report: "The Rotary Club Quartet, composed of H. L. Strang, J.A. Bullock, F.J. Hartman, and Dr. R.C. McCafferty, proved to be a featured attraction.  Dr. McCafferty acted as director of the quartet and had to kill off each member one by one, due to the fact that they were out of tune most of the time when singing ' My Wild Irish Rose'."


December 14, 1942, meeting, results of the tests of the blackout were reported.  It was said to be a very great success.  They wanted to test blackouts in case of aerial attacks, even here.


At the December 29, 1942, meeting of Rotary, short talks were made by the following young men: Ensign Dan H. Hughes, Jr.; Lt. Richard Hartman; and Buchanan Loesch.  All three being sons of Rotarians, home on leave.


The January 20, 1943, paper has the name Loesch in it again, one of the members of Harrison's family. "Captain Greg Loesch Leads Group of Marine Flyers to Safety From Attack by Big Jap Zero Formation."


Again in the January 26, 1943, meeting of the Rotary, the name Loesch was again in the news.  Ensign Malcolm Loesch and Lt. Harrison Loesch, sons of Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Loesch, told of their experiences in the service.  Ensign Loesch is spending a few days visiting here en route to San Diego from the Norfolk Naval Training Station in Virginia.  Lt. Loesch is stationed with the Army Air Corps, Corps of Intelligence, at Sedalia, Missouri.


Headline in the January 28, 1943, paper: "Nazis on Stalingrad Front are Starting to Mutiny and Surrender in Large Batches." That was the winter experience of the Germans in Russia when they were finally turned  around.


In the February 2, 1943, meeting of Montrose Rotary, we were addressed by an agent of the F.B.I., who apparently gave a very interesting talk to the Club, relating the involvement of the F.B.I. in the War.


Tuesday, March 3, 1943, discussion was held at Rotary regarding the fact that cheese was to be added to the rationing list, along with meats.


Sub headline in the March 24, 1943, newspaper: "Montroseans Grimly Tighten Belts to Adjust Healthy Steak Appetites to Victory Hamburger Ration Books." I understand the Rotary luncheons suffered in quality, also.


The April 14, 1943, newspaper features a front page picture of a youthful James A. Dutcher, who was the father of our member Tom Dutcher.  This was on the occasion of his elevation to the Presidency of the Montrose Rotary Club.


May 12, 1943, issue of the paper has large headlines: "Axis Capitulates in North Africa."  And the headline under that almost as large says: "Dope Addicts on Loose in Western Colorado."  That sounds almost like today, doesn't it?


A name very familiar to Rotary over the years, and yet today, comes up in the Friday, May 28, 1943 issue of the paper.  A front page picture of "famed Montrose Ace and Wife.  Montrose is home and home looks good to Marine Captain Gregory Loesch, who is relaxing at the Maple Grove home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Loesch, after strenuous months battling Japs in the South Pacific."


Again on June 9, the name of Loesch appears.  Lt. Richard Loesch was in Montrose for about 24 hours spending time with his parents Mr. and Mrs. R.L. Loesch and had been in the Battle of Attu.


The picture of James A. Dutcher appears on the July 7, 1943, issue of the paper, in connection with his assuming the presidency of the Rotary.  He names his officers: M.C. Murphy will serve as Vice President of the Club this year; Dr. Vern F. Stong will again serve as Secretary/Treasurer; Members of the Board of Directors are Mr. Dutcher, Mr. Murphy, J.S. Hoffman, Orrin King, and past president Foster.


Jubilation at Rotary on Tuesday, September 8, because of the great good news: "Italy Surrenders Unconditionally."


On Tuesday, March 28, 1944, Kenneth Carnine was inducted as the new President of the Montrose Rotary Club.  He was superintendent of schools for a number of years here, and well-known in educational circles throughout the state and beyond.


Evidence of Montrose Rotary's involvement with our schools was noted in our meeting of April 25, 1944, when the students from the high school put on a program at Rotary.



The paper of Tuesday, May 23, 1944, has an article stating that Capt. McAuliffe was promoted to rank of Major.  Jack McAuliffe was the son-in-law of the Lachers.  Walter Lacher was a prominent citizen and a Rotarian here.


Roy Pixler, father of Jack Pixler, gave a program June 27, 1944, on how war rationing affects the food specialty business.  "As Montrose manager of the Grand Mesa Distributing Company, Mr. Pixler handles soft drinks, candy, gum, tobacco, etc., and knows that rationing has cut all of these commodities materially."


Discussion at the Club that day about the start of the invasion of France under the direction of General Eisenhower.  At the July 11, 1944, meeting of Rotary, Kenneth Carnine, superintendent of schools here, was installed as the new President of our Rotary Club, succeeding James Dutcher.  Some other interesting items from the report on that meeting are:  Joe Hartman, in a flowery speech, welcomed into Rotary membership, Warren F. Wilcox, of Coxie's Column in The Daily Press.  Many of us remember Warren Wilcox's 
"Coxie's Column" with nostalgia.  He was a very good columnist and really hit the point many times in his writings in The Press.


The same issue of The Press reports on the struggle of the American and Allied Forces in their invasion of France.  They had landed and were making headway in France.  Also, that the Soviets were within 55 miles of East Prussia, having overcome the German invasion of their country.


Not in regard to Rotary, but it is of some interest that on July 24, 1944, the first scheduled air service between Montrose and Denver was initiated.  It was by Mountain States Aviation.  The article doesn't state the flying time from Montrose, but from Grand Junction the flying time was two and one-half hours to Denver.


The August 16 meeting of 1944, as reported in the paper the next day:  "Rotarians Hear Talks by Local Heroes of the War."  A submariner and a pilot talked to them, and one of the guests (who is of particular interest to one of the editors of this history) was Eddie Dropola.  He flew other guests to Montrose with him for the meeting.  This reporter received his pilot's license from Eddie Dropola.


The September 1, 1944, issue of the paper credits 325 high school students with saving the onion crop here.  Under the direction of Rotarian and high school principal Carnine, they were sent out into the fields to work.


At the October 31, 1944, meeting of Montrose Rotary, Joe Hartman gave a very interesting program on the nation's wartime supply of synthetic rubber; how it was developed, etc. It had a great effect on our ability to fight the War.


This reporter just came across the opening ad of a new grocery store in Montrose in December, 1944.  It's interesting to read some of the prices:  Maxwell House Coffee - 33 cents per pound; Swan's Down Cake Flour - 26 cents per package; Swiss Steak - 35 cents per pound; milk, your choice, 9 cents per can.


Sounds like an interesting program at the Club on Tuesday, December 19, 1944: An F.B.I. field agent tells Rotarians our Federal Bureau is prepared to meet all challenges of any future crime wave.  he goes on to say that the United States has not experienced one single act of sabotage during the War that was attributed to the influence of foreign power.  This was the surprising and heartening statement given by Raymond J. Brandt, Assistant Special Agent in charge of the Denver Field Division of the F.B.I., to the Rotary Club.


A son of Montrose Rotarian Jim Bullock was in the paper on December 29, 1944.  The Bullocks attended a commissioning of a new type invasion ship on which their son, Lt. Robert Bullock, was commanding officer.


Wednesday, January 10, 1945 -- Sub headline: "Rotarians Return to School in Bus; High School Music Units Present Program."  The article continues: "Rotarians with thinning hair and inflated waistlines turn back the ravages of Father Time, in mind, at least, Tuesday noon, as they recall happy school days, enjoying a ride in a school bus.  A brand new experience for some.  They rode to Montrose High School, after the lunch at the Congregational Club rooms,  to hear a program of music prepared by Lloyd Hillyer."


The headlines in the paper in 1945 indicate two things:  the War was on the downhill side.  The Russians were pushing the Germans back to the border of Germany even early in the year.  The Allies and ourselves were making good progress and it looked like victory was in sight.  The other things was that the grip of the War tightened on the Montrose community.  One sub headline in late January read, "95 Montrose County Youths Get Pre-Induction Summons; This Brings Total for the Month to 226."  Rationing was being tightened; we were feeling the War here at home very much.


At the Rotary meeting February 6, 1945, the sub headline reads: "Reverend Segourn Was the Speaker for The Rotary Program on Tuesday."  Two new members were inducted into Rotary membership Tuesday noon by the Rev. Segourn.  They were Clifford Baldridge, manager of the City Market, and former President of the Fruita Rotary Club; and Dudley Smith, mail inspector, was the second.  Rev. Segourn, who was in charge of St. Mary's Church here in Montrose, stated that on February 20, the local club will observe the 40th Anniversary of Rotary.  That was near the 24th Anniversary of our Montrose Club.


At the February 13, 1945, meeting of Rotary, part of the program was devoted to a talk by Sgt. Harry Dunbar, a Montrose citizen who was in the service.  He spoke of being captured by the Germans and then escaping.  A long report on it in the paper.


Every headline, it seemed, was much occupied with War things.  The February 16, 1945, paper headline: "Yankees Shatter Tokyo for 9 Hours of Air Attack" and sub headline: "The Imperial Fleet May Have Been Blasted Also."  We were on the offensive at that time in the War.


March 13, 1945.  One of the sons of Jim and Norma Bullock, Jim being a member of the Club, gave a very interesting program on India.  He was stationed there and gave an in-depth program.  It was given big play in the newspaper.


Harrison Loesch was our Rotarian of the day on Tuesday, March 20, 1945.  He was in the Army Air Corps and his corps was supplying the troops in the battle for Arnheim, and were very frustrated with fog and so forth.  It took them several days to get supplies to them.


Rotary meeting, Tuesday, March 20, 1945.  Plans were made for sending a representation of Montrose Rotarians and Ladies to attend the Telluride Trucker Night Festivities on Monday evening, April 8.


The April 13, 1945, paper has an article on the front page about our late member Jack Pixler.  "Jack Pixler Seaman Second Class, United States navy, son of Mr. and Mrs. R.C. Pixler, is training at the quartermaster school, a naval training center in Rockport, Massachusetts."  This is being recorded in March of 1992, and last year we lost Jack Pixler.  It is important in this Rotary history to note some of these things which were so important to us in those hard days of War.  On April 13, almost the entire front page of our local newspaper is devoted to the death of President Franklin Roosevelt, and the ascension to presidency by Harry Truman.


The April 6, 1945, newspaper reports that Charles Moynihan, local attorney and Rotarian, has declined to be considered as candidate for the U.S. Senate by the Republican State Central Committee.


I'm sure that many Rotarians remember the name "Ernie Pyle."  He was the famed newspaper reporter in W.W.II, and the April 18, 1945, paper records his death.  He was famed as the "Little Foxhole Reporter" who quit his copy desk to tell the story about every day folks in the service.


On Tuesday, April 24, 1945, Dr. Elmore Peterson, spoke before the Rotary Club, principally on the future of aviation in the world.  Very prophetic statements.


The Rotary Club on Tuesday, May 1, 1945, was addressed by a Lewis Albert of Cleveland, Ohio, talking about the probable and desirable reconstruction of Post-War Europe.  The speaker had interviewed Hitler in 1929 and found him to be a comical man, rather like Charles Chaplin.  In the same issue of the paper is a small item: "Hartman Employs Grenades to Bag Trout in Germany."    The article continues: "Fishing the streams of Southern Germany for mountain trout may be a far departure from the code of ethics contained in Walton's Complete Angler, but it is one of the ways of finding relief from K-rations and other types of Army chuck, Lt. Richard Hartman has informed his father, Joe Hartman."  Joe was a Rotarian, of course.


In the issue of The Press May 7, 1945, with headlines six inches  high, "WAR IN EUROPE ENDS, SURRENDER IS UNCONDITIONAL."  Sub headline reads: "President Truman Emphasizes America's Task in Crushing the Japanese."


The Saturday, May 12, 1945, issue of the newspaper contains a long letter sent by Captain Harrison Loesch, a present member of our Club, who was then on assignment in Concord, Germany.  "Although Captain Loesch has not visited any of these German torture mills, he has seen sufficient evidence in the form of the 'living dead' who have been rescued from horror camps, to compel him to question public reaction on the home front.  Capt. Loesch says he deplores American home front's acceptance of horror stories on grounds that no one has the conception of brutality of some of the German people until one sees the bestiality practiced by the sadistic minds of that crushed nation."  This is in reference to the concentration camps in which the Nazis placed the Jews.


In May of 1945, the Rotary Club, in cooperation with the Lions Club, and perhaps others, participated in the drive to get donations to build a swimming pool in Montrose.  A total of $1,225 dollars had been contributed.  This eventually resulted in the formation of a tax district and the construction of the pool on 12th Street, which now has been replaced with the new Aquatic Center.



On Tuesday, May 30, 1945, the paper has an interesting report on the Rotary Program.  "Introducing the Rotary Program Tuesday noon, Herbert L. Strang said that talent scouts have done a good job, and he is glad to report that he has located the best talent to be found for the Gay Nineties Review.  Misses Annie and Mary Olive Gray proceeded to perform three-quarters of an hour of high-class humorous entertainment.  Mary Olive specialized in piano novelty numbers, while Annie gave a number of readings and solos in her own inimitable style.  The Gray sisters were spinsters, sisters of a Judge Gray here, and were very prominent in musical circles.  They had studied in Europe and were very fine performers.


With Germany defeated and the Jap's reeling, the Rotarians, at their meeting on Tuesday, June 12, planned for their annual party.  "Plans for the Rotary Annual Ladies' Night were announced at the Tuesday meeting of the Club by President Carnine and by Dan Hughes, Chairman of the Arrangements Committee.  The party will be held at the Jr. High next Tuesday night with dinner served by Mrs. Larson.  Entertainment will be provided by talent from Western State College.  Dick Loesch will act as Master of Ceremonies, and dancing will conclude the evening's entertainment."


On June 29, 1945, the paper relates that the brother of Clifford Baldridge was visiting the Baldridge's in Montrose.  He was a Lieutenant in the Air Force and was a veteran who displays five stars for participation in major engagements in the bloody Italian campaign.  "Lt. Truman L. Baldridge, 40, a member of the Army Air Corps praised the efforts and ability of patriotic groups in their effort to free that nation from domination by the twin forces of Fascism and Nazism.  Lt. Baldridge, a resident of Houston, Texas, and Mrs. Baldridge are visiting his brother, Clifford Baldridge, manager of the Montrose City Market Store, during the soldier's leave.  Lt. Baldridge, who has experienced 15 months of combat service, was assigned to rescue airmen at sea."


Monday, August 6, 1945.  "Two Nip Cities Destroyed. Atomic Bomb Dropped on Two Nip Cities. -- The United States has opened a new and revolutionary warfare against the Japanese.  President Truman announces that an atomic bomb has been used against Japan for the first time.  A statement issued from the White House discloses that an American airplane, presumably a super-fortress, dropped one of the new atomic bombs on Hiroshima, an important Japanese Army base, sometime yesterday."  As we know, the next day, or certainly very shortly after the first one, the Japanese still didn't give up, so a bomb was dropped on Nagasaki.  Following that, they surrendered, and Japan was occupied.


Headlines on August 7, 1945:  "Atomic Damage Not Seen As Death Enshrouds Target. Enemy Screams Murder, But Confesses Attack."  Eleven scientists from Colorado are honored as participants in atomic bomb research efforts.


Big headlines on Friday, August 10, paper: "Surrender Offered by Japs.  Tokyo Pleads for Safety of Mikado."


Special flyer edition of The Press was published on bright pink paper, on August 14, 1945, at 6:00 P.M.  "War-Torn World at Peace.  Tokyo Accepts Our Terms.  Surrender Terms Announced at 5:00 P.M. by President Truman.  The Japs Have Surrendered.  This is Official.  President Truman Made the Announcement at 5:00 P.M. Mountain War Time."


For quite a long while following the occupation of Japan, the newspaper headlined the steps that were taken by MacArthur to install a new Japanese constitution, and other measures which really have been very beneficial over the years for the Japanese people.


Rotary Club on Tuesday, September 26, 1945, was addressed by a Capt. Bruce Price who spoke about the perceived need to limit the draft to younger men, to high school graduates specifically, rather than the older men.  We were able to taper down on the draft at that time.


The October 18, 1945, paper has a front page article: "Harrison Loesch Awaits Discharge from Air Element."  The article continues: "A member of the Intelligence Department of the troop carrier command, Capt. Harrison Loesch, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Loesch, Montrose, will arrive in Denver Sunday, where he will receive his discharge at Ft. Logan Separation Center."


The Moynihan name having been so prominent in the Montrose Rotary over the years, here is an item from the October 24, 1945, paper: "Lt. Frank Moynihan, vet of 18 combat missions, visits city following considerable combat experience in the Pacific Theater of operations.  Lt. Frank Dale Moynihan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Moynihan, is visiting Montrose."


On October 25, 1945, the first post-war manufactured automobile to reach the city, a Ford, was displayed by the local Ford dealer.


It is very interesting in going through newspaper files to notice that it wasn't long after the close of the War when the headlines moved from war to strikes.  The coal miners, the UAW, and various others struck one after the other.


On Tuesday, December 4, 1945, the Rotary Club received a very interesting talk on geological surveying, giving the history of the geological survey science.  


The March 27, 1946, issue of The Press states that Dan H. Hughes has been elected President of the Montrose Rotary Club for the new fiscal year, starting July 1.  It was announced by President Royal Pixler yesterday, Tuesday.  Sid Hartman was named Vice President, and Vern Stong was elected Secretary.  Other directors are Frank H. Buskirk and Ed Nelson.


Considerable history of the Club was related at the meeting of April 30, 1946, when the sub headline reads: "Rotarians Will Observe Birthday at Monday Dinner."  That was the 25th birthday of the Montrose Rotary Club.  The past presidents of Rotary might well be noted here, from 1921 through 1944:  Charles J. Moynihan, A.C. Dutcher, Walter Lacher, W.A. Lingham, R. L. Loesch, R.C. McCafferty, Lee Knous, F.J. Hartman, Abe Fauber, S.B. Johnson, Dr. R.B. Spong, H. Rodney Anderson, Early Bryant, Herbert l. Strang, Donald S. Stubbs, Charles L. Walker, C.E. Adams, Randolph Kittleson, P.C. T.J. Reeves, James A. Bullock, Ira C. Foster, James A. Dutcher, and in 1944, Kenneth S. Carnine.  One of your correspondents was present at that meeting and remembers it very well, in fact has a program of it.  It was the silver anniversary of the Montrose Rotary Club.


The Press of May 29, 1946, carried a story about a Montrose young woman, Peggy Moynihan.  Peggy is now Mrs. John McCaffery, having met her husband when they were both serving overseas.  Peggy spent two years in the WASP program, where women were used as pilots in non-combat situations.  She was in engineering test pilot work, flying BT 17 planes.  Later, she served overseas in other capacities, including riding a truck which served food to British soldiers at an ammunition dump outside London.


As has been true over the years, individual Rotarians are often mentioned in the paper and I notice here on June 5, 1946, "Harrison Loesch buys the old county home at a public auction."  And also, the committee for selecting a site for the new hospital, which we now enjoy in Montrose, was appointed.  A number of Rotarians were on that committee and worked throughout the effort to build our new hospital.


At the August 6, 1946, meeting, the whole Club visited the Burpee Onion plot.  That was when the growing of certified hybrid onion seed was started in the valley, an industry which I believe is still going here, and in any case, it demonstrates the interest the Club has always shown in agriculture.


On August 13, 1946, "Rotary Hears and Sees Story of Boulder Dam."  Robert Rose, Superintendent of Mesa Verde National Park and for 10 years associated with the National Recreation Parks at Boulder City and Lake Mead, gave the program.


Another interesting historical note, not necessarily connected with Rotary, is the headline in the paper of September 25, 1946: "Durango Montrose Game is Postponed on Account of Polio."  There was quite a lot of polio here in those days.  A lot of people were affected.


On October 8, the Rotary Club had a program centered on the influence which Rotary has on world peace.  The speaker was Hicks Cadle of Denver.


October 16, 1946, Rotarian Walter Lacher addressed the Club about his trip to see hospitals in other areas, getting ready to design the hospital here.  On the front page was a sketch of what he had seen in Seneca, Kansas, which impressed him very much.


November 1, 1946, issue of The Press has a half-page ad with headline: "Montrose County Needs a Hospital."  It goes on with a story on what it will take to get it and how it will be financed, and so forth.  The ad was paid for by dozens and dozens of local businesses, many of whom were Rotarians.


Now our history moves into 1947.  The move in Montrose County to build a new hospital dominated the news and because Rotarians throughout the years have been so involved with the hospital, I think it is worthy of noting some things other than just Rotary meetings here.


On the Tuesday, January 14, 1947, edition, practically the whole front page is devoted to it.  Sub headline: "Townsend Gives Block for Hospital.  -- Montrose banker donating "$5,000 value block, also giving $2,000 cash to hospital."  (This was Ken's father).  The hospital was built on the block that Townsend gave.  In the same edition is a front page article by Walter Lacher, and he states: "Everybody wants a hospital.  In the forty years I have lived in Montrose, I have never seen our people so unanimously united in favor of any other project.  Really about the only thing one hears discussed is, not should we have a hospital, but how large should it be and how much would it cost?"  Walter Lacher and Townsend really sparked the start of the finance drive for the hospital here, Walter giving $5,000 in cash and Townsend giving $2,000 and the block of ground.


Thursday, January 23, 1947, paper, headline again: "$6,000 Gift by the Brethouwer Family."  This was a memorial to the grandfather of our present member, Dr. Robert Brethouwer.  It was given to furnish the operating room.  Same issue of the paper had a headline above The Montrose Daily Press masthead: "Today the Hospital Needs You, Tomorrow You May Need the Hospital."


February 3, 1947 edition:  "Many Large Gifts for New Hospital."  Hospital fund hits nearly $50,000 mark.  Donations pile up as county citizens respond.  One of the slogans used in the fund drive for the new hospital was "We make our living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give."  Every edition of the paper seems to list donations of $1,000 and $2,000 and so forth.


February 21, 1947, headline:  "Elks Donate $10,000 to the Montrose Hospital Fund."


February 22, 1947, headline:  "Hospital Fund Now Passes $104,000.  -- Going stronger every day, people jubilant, expect gifts of $130,000 by March 1."


February 24, 1947, Rotary meeting was devoted to a review and a history of the Montrose City Charter.  They list the names of those on the charter commission which included numbers of Rotarians.


At the meeting on March 25, 1947, Sidney C. Hartman, was elected president for the coming year, taking office in June.  Dr. Vern Stong was re-elected secretary and four directors elected by a ballot of the membership were Hartman, Baldridge, MacAuliffe and Harrison Loesch.


The April 8, 1947, meeting of the Rotary Club heard a talk on the position of our military as a result of the atomic bomb.  The speaker told the Club that the purpose of the military now is to avert wars, not to win them, because no one could win an atomic war.


The meeting of April 29, 1947, was reported at great length in the paper.  The speaker being Wayne Overholser, who is the father of our member John Overholser.  He is a noted author of  numerous books.


There was a great deal of controversy in our county in 1947 over whether our nation should assist with aid to Turkey and Greece.  We had a speaker on May 6 of that year, the speaker telling Rotary that 65% of world's oil is in near east, and that U.S. must support Truman's Greek Aid Bill.


Wednesday, May 14, 1947, paper headlines: "Rotary Celebrates Tuesday Night with 26th Annual Party."  It was proclaimed a smashing success.


Interesting article in the May 28 issue of the newspaper concerns a portable X-ray, valued at $41,600 arrived for Montrose Memorial Hospital.  One member of the hospital board, Harold Westesen of Olathe, was required, as part of his duties in the Army, to learn to assemble and repack an X-ray unit in complete darkness.  Harold, of course, is a member of our Club now in Montrose.  Harold was able to assist in installing the X-ray equipment.


July 1, 1947, Sidney Hartman was inducted as the new president of Rotary to take the office in June.  "The new officers of the Club include Sid Hartman, Cliff Baldridge, Vern Stong, Harrison Loesch, Jack MacAuliffe, and Dan Hughes.  Dan Hughes was the retiring president."


August 19, 1947, program at the Rotary was an address by a Dr. Delwin B. Dusenberry, who was in some manner connected to the radio broadcasting community.  He pointed out to the Club that it was desirable to keep our station a local station, rather than a network station, in order to have local control, interest and advertising.


The meeting of August 26, 1947, was interesting.  Sub headline: "Many Preachers Follow Ministry Through Pressure of Family Rather Than Urge."  Claude Kinsley, the speaker, was pastor for several years of the United Methodist Church here.  A few excerpts from his address that were found interesting: "I think we should do everything possible to help our young men to hear the call to preach, but not force them into it.  Most of our ministers are ministers for that very reason.  They could not help themselves.  They felt called to preach, very much like Paul in the New Testament, 'Woe is me if I preach not the gospel'."


The same edition of the paper has the headline: "Stockmen Oppose Narrow Gauge Rail Abandonment."  In those days the railroad was attempting to abandon the narrow gauge line east from Montrose up to the top of the mountain and beyond.  It was used in those days almost entirely for hauling sheep up and back, spring and fall, and the sheep men opposed the abandonment.  The hillside was sliding into the railroad each fall, caused by irrigation above.  This reporter recalls that a number of members of our Rotary Club took Senator Ed Johnston up to that slide area in an effort to oppose the railroad, and they determined that the sliding was caused by irrigation of fields above the slide area.  The result was that the sheep men got together and bought that ground, took it out of irrigation and, kept that railroad for several more years after they stopped the sliding.


The issue of the paper of September 30, 1947, had a headline similar in size to what was used during the war: "Yankees Blast Dodgers in Second Game 10 to 3."  It was rather good to see the headlines change from war news.


At the October 7, 1947, meeting there was discussion of the planned campaign to raise a community concert guarantee.  Reading a paragraph out of that:  "It is stressed again by the general chairman, Cliff Baldridge, that the campaign will last for one week only, from October 20 to 25, inclusive, and after that memberships would be unobtainable at any price."  The concert series was held here for several years, but was finally abandoned and combined with Delta because we did not have a proper place to hold concerts.  The only place we could use was the theater, and the rent for it was so high that there wasn't  much left to pay for the concerts.


October 28, 1947, the District Governor making an official visit to the Montrose Club, stresses aim of spreading good will.  The District Governor was Walter B. Cooper of Ft. Collins, an automobile dealer.


November 4, 1947, Robert F. Rockwell, a representative from Paonia to Colorado's 4th District, addressed the Montrose Rotary Club, giving particular emphasis to the work of the House Public Lands Committee, of which he is a member.


An interesting picture in the November 16, 1947, paper showed an old Model-T Ford.  "H.L. Thacker of St. Augustine, Texas, a farmer, knows inflation is here.  He just paid $995 for this 1927 Model-T Ford which sold for $569 when it was new 20 years ago."


At the November 25, meeting of the Club, the headline:  "Time for People to Wake Up to Needs in Schools, College Educator States."  This was a talk by Dr. Earl Marshall, head of the Education Department at Western State College in Gunnison, before Montrose Rotarians and their guests.


The paper of December 10, 1947, headlines: "Western Slope Rotarians from 14 Clubs Holding Conference in Montrose. -- Afternoon program features talk on Rotary activities and Maj. Clyde Glade of Salt Lake City is the dinner speaker."


A December 1947, meeting is memorable for this reporter.  A front page picture in The Press of Rotarian Joe Hartman carried the headline "Tells His Story."  The article states that "Hartman Brothers often got there first, but not always with the mostest,"  according to senior partner Joe Hartman in his life story as told to the Club.  Joe was a wonderful story teller, having the ability to really captivate an audience.  He could imitate the speech and mannerisms of others, using their accents, etc.  he related how they started in business as a bicycle shop, then became Ford dealers and eventually Dodge and Chrysler dealers.  The story of their financial woes and the sometimes unusual way in which they solved them was amusing to say the least.  At one point in their Ford experience, Henry Ford was in a cash flow bind and sent word to his dealers that they must pay cash for the cars before unloading from the rail cars.  Fords were selling in those early years for $250 to $300.  The brothers had a rail car of Fords on the local siding and no cash to unload them.  Joe went to the old First National Bank and approached Cole Akard for a loan.  Cole turned him down flat and no amount of reasoning would change his mind.  Joe said he went out on the sidewalk to think things over.  It was near noon, and when the bank officer had gone out to lunch, he went in, picking up a blank note from the counter and filled it out for what he needed, taking it to the young teller asking that his account be credited, that he was arranging the note with Mr. Akard.  The clerk, knowing  Joe as a regular customer and local business man, complied without question.  Joe went to the rail siding, gave the agent his check for the cars and drove them to the dealership.  Later, after lunch hour, he went back to the bank and told Mr. Akard what he had done.  There was an explosion, with Mr. Akard (a transplanted Texan) pounding the desk with his fist and shouting, "Mistah Joe, don't you know that when I says NO, I means NO?  DON'T YOU EVER DO THAT AGAIN!"  Short of calling the police, there was no reasonable course of action for the banker but to file the note and keep the Hartman account.  So, Hartmans had their Fords, but they also had a short term note which had to be serviced.  Business was slow and to speed up sale, they put an ad in the paper offering the cars for the then huge discount of $50 each.  In a few days a stranger appeared in the showroom with the ad in his hand and inquired of Joe if he would sell him one of the Fords, and was assured that was acceptable.  The chap then asked if Joe knew who he was and handed him his card -- "legal representative of the Ford Company."  "Do you know what your contract says about discounting?" he asked Joe and showed him the fine print which forbade selling below stated price.  Joe recognized he was in a a bind and suggested to the man that he get a nights rest and come back in the morning when something would be worked out.  He immediately started down the street contacting good friends in the business community, getting them to "buy" a car, making out the necessary papers, with the arrangement that Joe would "buy" them back the next day.  When the Ford representative showed up next morning he said, "I had a streak of luck and sold all those cars last evening.  Here are the papers on the deals. Now you get out of here!"  They immediately  canceled with Ford and became Dodge dealers.


There was more.  At some point in their early days as Dodge dealers, they borrowed a fairly large sum from a local individual.  Again, business became slow and they fell behind on the interest owed, with the lender getting nasty about it.  One day the lender came in demanding interest payment and Joe, losing his temper, said sarcastically, "I suppose you would like the principal, too?"  The chap said he sure would and Joe said for him to come back in tomorrow and they would get rid of him.  Well, he had no idea how to carry out his word, but they did have a fancy new Dodge coupe on the floor.  Joe arose very early next morning and drove the coupe to Telluride, where mining was going strong at that time.  He inquired around as to who might be in the market for a nice car, and someone directed him to the establishment of one of the several madams of that period in Telluride.  Well, it was too early in the morning to see someone in that trade, so he sat in the parlor and played the phonograph until the madam would see him.  The upshot of it was that he took her and one of the girls of the house up Society Bend for a ride and sold the car, taking a good down payment and a note for the balance.  Joe needed $16,600 to pay the lender off, so he was not out of the woods at all.  He then went into the Telluride Bank and offered the note for sale to bank president Wagner, who said, "Sure, that note is as good as gold and I will buy it."  That helped, but it sure did not cover the whole need.  As he left the bank, he ran into his friend Gil Oberto, who asked in the conversation if he could do anything for Joe.  "Sure," Joe said, "I need $10,000."  Oberto, a man of large means, simply wrote out a check and would not even take a note for it.  Joe caught a ride back to Montrose with the company's immediate problem solved.


At the meeting of  March 23, 1948, Keith A. Kinsey was elected President of the Montrose Rotary Club to take his office in June.  Keith was a Montrose mortician.  Keith was sometimes joshed with the nickname "Digger."  It was not appreciated.


Headline in a May issue of The Press:  "Rotary's Annual Spring Party Attended by 215."   The article continues:  "Another Montrose Rotary Spring Party is history today, but the 215 persons who attended the affair Monday night are showering their plaudits on Jack MacAuliffe and members of his arrangement committee."


The same issue of the paper had headlines about Israel's battles with the Arabs.  That was in 1948, what else is new?


At the June 1, 1948, meeting the Rotarians viewed color pictures of atomic bomb test explosions.  "The most spectacular photos were shown to the Rotary Club Tuesday noon and the main film showed the atomic demonstrations at Bikini Island."


June 15, 1948, meeting.  Headline:  "Montrose History and Civics Quiz Given Rotarians, With Only a Few Registering a Passing Mark."  Rotarians, Tuesday noon, were given a quiz in local history and information by Rotarian Harrison Loesch, the program committee chairman.  It tested member's knowledge to a considerable degree.  In leading up to the quiz, Loesch read some items from The Press of June, July and August, 1920.  On June 3, 1920, a petition was signed by property owners against paving North and South First Streets and Main Street because the cost was excessive and more that the property would stand.


At the Rotary meeting of June 29, 1948, a report on the Rotary International Convention was given by Walter Lacher.  


News item report of that same day:  "Responding to the presentation of a beautiful compact with a Rotary insignia, as a token of appreciation for 20 years service as accompanist and pianist for the Montrose Rotary Club, Mrs. Ada Nichols, recalled how she started as Club pianist.  It was in July 1928, when Joe Hartman, eighth president of the Club, called her on the phone and asked her if she would play for Rotary.  So she started, never dreaming that 20 years later she would still be the musician and Joe Hartman's brother, Sid, would be president of the Club, Mrs. Nichols reminisced.  She said that during the first month or so, she was unable to enjoy her dinner, wondering what song was to be sung next.  At that time the Club had no song book, and songs consisted of all the popular numbers, as they came out.  Mrs. Nichols recalls some of the outstanding meetings and programs during the twenty years.  She remembered that once, when our "Will Rogers" (Dick Loesch) was president, members answered roll call by music.  As the roll was called, she played a chorus of a popular song while Dr. Stong sang.  For the then Governor of Colorado, Lee Knous, a Montrose man, it was "Take Me Out to the Ballgame;" for C.E. Adams, it was "I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles;" and for Joe Hartman, it was "My Merry Oldsmobile," and for Sid Hartman, it was "Gasoline."


There were some embarrassing moments at Rotary, but the one this reporter remembers best was the time he felt he had really stayed too long, as "Coxie" began to undress because of the ants in his pants!


As our history of the Rotary Club moves into the second half of 1948, the world, particularly our country, was focused on the great struggle over Berlin, where the Russians were attempting to squeeze us and the British out of Berlin and we mounted that great airlift which eventually defeated the Russian effort.  This was, of course, a topic of interest in Rotary meetings of that period.


August 10, 1948, the Rotary Club was addressed by Max M. Buckley of Denver, who was United States Attorney for this district of Colorado.  Quoting a paragraph from the report, which was written by Warren F. Wilcox ("Coxie"), a well-known commentator in the paper here:  "Isolation was buried forever with the development of the modern airplane.  For 150 years, this nation has felt secure from the immediate attack by the great Atlantic Ocean on one side, and the greater Pacific Ocean on the other.  That defense no longer exists.  The airplane has completely nullified and wiped out that defense.  No nation on the face of the globe is now immune from attack by any other nation."  Of course, we all know that since that day, there has come into being the inter-continental missile which further nullifies our isolation.


The September 5, 1948, issue of the newspaper carries an announcement and a picture of the youthful Harrison Loesch, stating that he will run for District Attorney.


Numbers of Rotarians have always gone deer hunting or elk hunting here, but an item in the September 29, 1948, paper: "Hunters Invade Plateau in Record Numbers."  Estimated 5000 here for hunting.


A short report of the Rotary meeting on December 7, 1948, is interesting: "Rotary Club session on Thursday, enjoyed a picture entitled 'By Jupiter'."  It planned to show the value of courtesy in business dealings.  The picture was shown by Joe Hartman.  Vice President Jack MacAuliffe presided in the absence of President Keith Kinsey.  Guests included Andrew Panasa of Montrose, Rotarians Dutch Oberto of Telluride, W.L. Chase and L.W. Percell of Silverton.  All are names quite familiar to older people in Montrose.


The Rotary meeting of December 21, 1948, was reported at some length in the paper the next day.  "Santa Claus and Christmas Came to Rotary Club Tuesday Noon and the Rotarians Acted Just Like Kids Too."  The article continues:  "While they were eating, a great clattering was heard while Santa, with flowing white beard, traditional red suit and carrying a huge pack on his back, came down the stairs and into the room.  He proceeded to give out the presents carried in the pack and called for immediate and past presidents to the front to receive and unwrap their presents.  Amid mirth and glee, Roy Pixler unwrapped a couple of baby bottles, Keith Kinsey a train, Sid Hartman a toy jackass,  and Dan Hughes a pair of all wool panties.


That same newspaper carried the headline:  "Tojo and Six Other Japanese War Leaders Are Hanged."


As we go into the 1950's with our history of the Rotary Club, we find that on January 10, 1950, sub headline in the paper reads:  "Rotarians Make Inspection Tour of New Hospital."  This was a project which had been driving ahead for at least two years and was about to be realized.  Perhaps we should have a couple of sentences here:


"Three-score of Montrose Rotarians at the weekly luncheon meeting, Tuesday, received a pleasant surprise in the form of the program presented by the Chairman of the day, P.C. Moshisky, who conducted them on a tour of the nearly completed Montrose Memorial Hospital.  For many in the party, it was the initial visit to the half-million dollar institution, which about March 1 will begin serving Montrose, the entire county and surrounding communities.  On every hand, expressions of amazement and congratulations were given as the Rotarians inspected the finest small town hospital west of the Mississippi River."


On February 7, 1950, the Rotary Club was addressed by the President of the Western Colorado Power Company and the Utah Power and Light Company, a man by the name of G.M. Gadsby.  He was widely known and was reported at length in the paper telling about the power company's expansion plans.  In the same issue of the paper, it recounts the start of the Boy Scout annual financial drive in which a number of Rotarians were engaged.  Cliff Baldridge was Financial Chairman of the Ouray District and stated, "You are the salt of the earth, folks, when you take time to devote to the welfare of scouting.  You have a proud program to sell."


The Rotary Club through the years has been closely involved with the hospital and in supporting it.  It is well to note the dedication of the hospital which took place on Sunday, March 5, 1950.  Headline in the paper:  "Hospital Dedication, Glorious Dream Fulfilled. --  Plant costing half-million  dollars is now complete.  First President of the hospital board, Ralph King, now recuperating from a serious illness and operation, is expected to be present for the dedication ceremonies Sunday."  A picture of Walter Lacher was on the front page.  Walter was a prominent Rotarian here and a great supporter of the hospital.


The Monday edition of the paper:  "3,000 view new hospital.  Dream is reality, says Ralph King, president of the hospital board.  Finest hospital in Colorado, says state official."  Many will remember that about the time the hospital opened, the polio epidemic was striking Montrose, and the sub headline says:  "Tribute Paid to Polio Ward in Local Hospital. -- 'The best equipped and arranged polio ward I have ever encountered,' was the opinion of Paul Muckle of Denver, representative of the Denver X-ray company which furnished the equipment."


On Tuesday, March 21, 1950, Jim Bullock of the Western Colorado Power Company outlined to the Club a proposal to put mercury vapor lights on Main Street and to expand the residential lighting.


It is noted at the Rotary meeting of Tuesday, May 9, 1950, that the contract for oiling the surface of our airport was signed.  At that time we just had a gravel runway strip.  In the same paper:  "Crippling Railroad Strike Becomes Effective, Engine Men Walk Off Job on Five Major Rail Lines."  The fifties were an era of a lot of strikes, the telephone people, coal miners, railroad people; it was a very inconvenient time for the public.


On Tuesday, May 23, 1950, the vote on an electric franchise for the Western Colorado Power Company was held and Rotarians were asked to get out and vote.  The paper the next day:  "Franchise Approved by Two to One Majority. -- Ground is Broken for Steam-Electric Plant in Montrose."  That's the plant which is named for Jim Bullock, called the Bullock Plant, and it has been idle now for a number of years.


The October 10, 1950, meeting of the Rotary here was addressed by Tommy Olson, a native of Montrose County, who was then employed by radio station KUBC, telling about Alaska.


The same paper has an article telling about ground being broken for the Brethouwer Medical Clinic.  This is a building on Main Street which was built by Dr. Bob Brethouwer's father.


The headlines of the paper and most of the paper itself was occupied by the war in Korea.  The sub headline in the Wednesday, November 22, 1950, newspaper said of the Rotary meeting the day before:  "Fundamental Instincts of Mankind Supplied by Rotary."   So said District Governor, Horace Wubben, in a Montrose talk.  The underlying reason for the influence and success of Rotary International, according to Wubben, is because Club membership appeals to the four fundamental instincts of mankind.  Wubben is president of Mesa Junior College in Grand Junction and is the first district governor to serve the new Rotary District called 169.


There was an outstanding program at the July 20, 1951, meeting of the Club, when Al Look, an amateur but very experienced geologist from Grand Junction, addressed the Club concerning the very interesting geology of this area.  He spoke of an era 1,000 million years ago when this part of Colorado was a vast ocean.  A large peninsula jutted out over the Grand Junction area and extended back toward the south.  Debris in the Glenwood Canyon proves this.


The August 10, 1951, paper had a front page article headlined:  "Rotarians Out-Smart and Out-Trick Lions to Win Service Club Softball Championship Before Large Crowd."  The article continues:  "In a spectator-pleasing track meet, Montrose Rotary Club out-pitched, out-hit, out-argued and out-fielded and out-umpired the Montrose Lions Club Wednesday night, in the first edition of what may be an annual inter-service Club series.  Rotarians won the last laugh on the upstarts in the rival service club who has their tails twisted and well-knotted."


The official visit of the District Governor of Rotary, Dr. O.B. Rensch, from Durango, visited the Club on August 22, 1951.


At the Rotary Club meeting of September 25, 1951, there was discussion about the war in Korea.  Headline:  "U.N. Pilots Destroy 5 MIG Planes in Longest Air Battle Over Korea."


It is interesting to note advertising sometimes in the reports of the paper.  We have mentioned before the price of food at the grocery store, and here in The Press of November, 1951:  C & H Sugar, 10 lbs. - $.99; Spam - $.47 per can; Butternut Supreme Coffee - $.79 per lb.  There have been some changes made since those days!


As we go into 1952 in our Rotary history, we find a sub headline that read "Humorous Dick Loesch Expounds on U.N."  Speaking in the witty and humorous style for which he is well known, R. L. Loesch gave some very interesting observations Tuesday noon at Rotary Club when he talked about the United Nations.


The meeting of Tuesday, February 26, 1952, the Rotary Club had another Ladies' Night.  "Approximately 120 people attended the Ladies' Night Dinner and program staged Tuesday night in the basement dining room of the Union Congregational Church by the Montrose Rotary Club.  A group from Western State College played instrumental music and a home talent one-act play provided the entertainment.  President Harrison Loesch welcomed the Rotarians and other guests."  The old Congregational Church building in which Rotary met for several years was located where the Regional Library now is on South First Street.


The Wednesday, March 11, meeting of Rotary was reported the next day in the paper with sub headline:  "Charles E. Adams Named President of Rotary Club."  He will be installed on July 1, and he will succeed Harrison Loesch as President of the Club.  Members of the Board elected two weeks ago are Adams, Clifford Baldridge and Carl Burtis.  Adams, is a native son and vice-president of The Daily Press.


March 25, 1952, meeting of Rotary was a little different.  The Rotarians and their ladies dined on box lunches at the Fox Theater while viewing a movie courtesy of Ed Nelson, Rotarian.  It is noted that the War in Korea is still making headlines months after they thought it was near an end.  "Saber Jets Down 10 MIGS."


Headlines in an April edition of the newspaper, "Government Ceases Control of the Steel Industry."  We tend to forget the very serious strike era of those post W.W. II days.  


The April 30 newspaper has a big headline:  "Federal Judge Voids Steel Industry Seizure. -- Rejects government request for stay of order, CIO claims strike in mills nearly complete."


The Rotary District Assembly was held in Gunnison on June 24, 1952, quite a number of Rotary couples from here attended.  Principal speaker was D.D. Munro of Clayton, New Mexico, past district governor and a past director of Rotary International, a man who this reporter knew personally.


It seems that the rivalry between the Rotary and the Lions Club continued.  We have a report of the meeting on the evening of Wednesday, August 20, 1952:  "Lions Humbly Return in Comedy of Errors Called Softball Contest."  The score was 21 to 12 as near as could be figured.  This doesn't include someone who crossed the plate and doesn't take into account the fact that each side was retired at least once on two outs.  Neither does it take note of the fact the Lions skipped two places in their batting order in the seventh inning in order to get "murderer's row" to the plate.


In September 1952, there was a joint meeting of the Rotarians, Kiwanians, and Lions held in the meeting room of the Rotary Club at the Congregational Church.  The speaker was Charles F. Brannon, Secretary of Agriculture in the cabinet of President Truman.  Wayne Aspinall was present as a guest -- our 4th District Congressman, so well known in Western Colorado.


The October 20 edition of The Press headlines:  "Montrose, Ridgway Rail Broadgauging Starts."  That was when the line changed from narrow gauge to broad gauge up to Ridgway, and, of course, that has long since been abandoned.  In those days there was a lot of movement of ore and that was the reason for the broadgauging.  


The same edition states that the Interstate Commerce Commission permitted the abandonment of the narrow gauge tracks between Montrose and Cedar Creek, ending the long fight of our sheep industry to hold that line.  It should be mentioned here that in the 40's and 50's the sheep industry was far larger than it is today.  Montrose was for a long period the largest lamb shipping point in the nation.  In more recent years the industry has declined, due probably to lower price imports from Australia and New Zealand.


Rotary members on November 4, 1952, were, as is always the case for our elections, urged to get out and vote.  This was the presidential election.  The Wednesday paper had headlines:  "Ike Is Elected in Vote Avalanche."  For those who may read this many, many years from now, that was the election of Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower to the presidency.


For old-timers in Montrose, living in this year of 1992, the headline in the November 21, 1952 paper may cause some reminiscing.  "Council Discusses City-Wide Street Paving, Project Will Take Municipality Out of the Mud and Dust."  In those days the big objective was "getting out of the mud."


At the March 24, 1953, meeting of the Rotary, Carl A. Burtis, Montrose businessman and owner of Burtis Brothers, has been elected President of the Montrose Rotary Club for the 1953-1954 year.  Burtis will take over his duties on July 1.  Elected as vice-president of the Club was E.J. Carrington, Jr.; members of the board of directors who will take office on July 1, in addition to Burtis and Carrington are:  George Corey, Mel Coverson and Charles E. Adams, who is the immediate past president of the Club.  Fred Akard was elected Club secretary.


In the last meeting of march 1953, the Rotary Club enjoyed a widely reported program.  Colored slides of Hawaii given by Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Hardy of Oak Grove, who recently returned from a trip to the 50th state.  They took an ocean liner out of San Francisco to get over there; that was before the days of fast and easy jet travel.


The newspaper reported the Tuesday meeting on April 7, 1953.  "A bank president gives a vocational talk before Rotary Club, pointing out federal and state regulations.  A vocational talk entitled 'Money and Banking' given by James A. Dutcher, President of the First National Bank, highlighted the weekly meeting of the Montrose Rotary Club Tuesday program."  Jim Dutcher was a prominent Rotarian, prominent banker and for many years, President of the Board of the Montrose Memorial Hospital.


It was learned at the April 21, 1953, meeting of Rotary that jack McAuliffe, who was editor of the Rotary Cog as it was called at that time, won third place in the district for his Bulletin publication.


The evening of May 12, 1953, was another of those really gala parties by the Rotary Club, Spring Party, 250 in attendance at the high school auditorium.


In the last half of the 1953 history of the Montrose Rotary Club, an interesting article in the paper records the program given on Tuesday, July 15, by Dr. George Balderston, a local physician.  It was a very interesting outline of the medical profession and particularly the relationship of the physicians here to the hospital, and their fees being much more reasonable than in the cities, etc.  It was a report of some length.  Dr. Balderston was a highly respected physician here, and also a strong civic supporter and an outstanding Rotarian.  He was made a Paul Harris Fellow before his death.


The same paper had headlines concerning the polio epidemic which was sweeping the nation at the time, and was certainly a factor here in Montrose.  Headlines:  "Mass Inoculation of Youngsters As Polio Outbreak Spreads."  This was before the Salk vaccine was available.  They were trying other things, and this reporter's daughter had it and Dr. Balderston's daughter had a touch of it, as did numerous others.  The hospital here installed a unit on the first floor to treat polio victims.


Headline:  "Reds Broaden Central Front and Make Breakthrough. -- 100,000 Communists making biggest drive in two years on Allies.  War still going on in Korea."


July 1953.  Rotary Club announced that they would sponsor the Christmas lighting contest.   That was a contest that would continue for many years thereafter.  A week later the Club announced that they would award trophies to the 4-H club teams in competition which would be held.


July 27, 1953, Daily Press headline:  "Armistice Ends Fighting in Korea."  It goes on to state how the armistice was signed.  The general who signed for the United Nations and Communist General didn't even speak to each other.  That truce has been a sore point for many, many years after.


Sub headline in the August 16, 1953, paper:  "Lions and Rotary Baseball Contest Set for Wednesday."  The annual Lion-Rotary softball game is scheduled for Wednesday night with the opening pitch at 8 o'clock.  It will be the third consecutive meeting between the service clubs and their series stands all even.  Admission will be 50 cents for everybody, including players and umpires.  Carl Burtis and Gilbert Howell, President of Rotary and Lions, respectively, set the price in a joint statement.  They declared, "Umpires should pay something for the right to rob players, and the spectators are entitled to get their money's worth out of the players.  This can be done by charging the players."  A later notice says that the Lion's prevailed, the Rotary Club lost that one.


I think many of us didn't know that at one time there was a union of automobile mechanics in Montrose.  At the September 8, 1953, meeting, Herb Strang, an attorney here who had represented the garage owners, gave an outline of the dispute.  They were on strike.  We had previously heard from the Union in one of the Rotary meetings here, trying to give equal representation to both sides.


There was quite a lengthy report in the Wednesday, November 4, 1953, paper about Dr. Darly, President of C.U., who addressed the Montrose Rotary Club.  "Dr. Ward Darly, President of the University of Colorado, will speak at the Montrose Rotary Club meeting, Ladies' Night, at 7:00 P.M. Thursday, in Montrose."  Dr. Darly, in addition to being the President of the University, had an M.D. degree, and he was responsible for the School of Medicine in Denver.


At the November 10, 1953, meeting, a program was given by a lady who had made a trip to Sweden.  Another sub headline that was interesting, "Industrial Future of Slope Linked to Shale."  We all know how that turned out to be a great fiasco in later years.  This reporter remembers well that back in 1919 the shale was expected to go then, and was probably cut off at that time by finding oil in Texas.


December 30, 1953, paper.  "Winners Listed in Rotary Yule Lighting Contest. -- Winners may pick up their prizes from Fred Akard, the Rotary Club secretary, at the Akard Real Estate office.


The Tuesday, March 24, 1954, meeting had apparently an outstanding program which was reported at great length.  Mr. Graw, Retired Consulate General of the United States, posted in Germany, gave a talk concerning the reconstruction of West Germany, the dangers of the split in Germany, and their need for help over there.  Very interesting program, post war.


We must close our reporting on the year 1954 which has very little reported in the newspaper.  We can assume that a lot went on with Rotary and Rotarians that year, but there was very little of it in the newspaper.


Perhaps Rotary isn't mentioned much in 1955, but going through these old papers, we see Harrison Loesch's name mentioned time after time.  He was MC at the Chamber of Commerce Banquet in 1955.


February 24, 1955.  The Rotary Club hosted a zone Rotary party for the five clubs of this district at what was called a Birthday Dinner Party to celebrate the organization's 50th birthday.  It was a ladies' night and was held in the basement of the Congregational Church were the library now stands.  Those Rotarians responsible for the party were Harrison Loesch, Chairman; Phillip Pratt, Program Chairman; M.L. Coverson, President.


History note in the April 12, 1955, Daily Press.  Headline:  "Salk Polio Vaccine Held 90% Effective."  Nation gears for immediate use of Salk polio shots for children.  That was a scary time all over the nation, including Montrose.  The hospital installed a special ward to care for polio victims at that time.  The country was struggling with the Supreme Court decision which was supposed to have done away with racial discrimination in our land.  The Rotary Club had a very well reported program by Harrison Loesch on that legislation and what was the result of it at that time.  It seems that not much has changed since then as it is still a hot topic today.


Here again, on May 3, 1955, Harrison Loesch in the headlines, elected to the Board of Education -- another Rotarian serving.


October 21 headline:  "Polio Shots Underway Here."  The Salk polio vaccine had been thoroughly tested and was given locally, effectively bringing an end to the polio epidemic here.  Rotarians here and everywhere can take pride in the Polio Plus program which has been going on now for several seasons by Rotary Clubs around the world, and will eventually eliminate that scourge from the earth.


November 23, 1955, sub headline:  "Baldridge Elected Vice-President of Western Colorado Scout Council."  Royal T. Roberts was named the National Council Representative.  Baldridge, who was Council Finance Chairman, presented the 1955 Finance Report to Rotarians who are active in scouting.


A December 1955, issue of The Daily Press notes in headline:  "Voters Favor Pool Bond Issue Almost 2 to 1."  This was for the construction of the pool on South 12th Street, which was abandoned when the Aquatic Center was built.  It is just another example of one of the things that have built and advanced Montrose and in which Rotarians were heavily involved.


In 1955, the Rotary Club held the annual Home Christmas Lighting Contest.  The December 7 paper reminds people to get their entries in.


The year 1956 was nearly devoid of Rotary news reported in the newspaper.  One item is of note, however.  Charles J. Moynihan, first president and founding leader of the Montrose Rotary Club passed away on November 12, 1956.  As has been mentioned earlier in this history, Mr. Moynihan was widely known for his legal skills, his civic work and for his outstanding ability as a public speaker.


A Rotary meeting here on July 2, 1957, was addressed by a gentleman from a California company who were considering putting a plant in Montrose to manufacture excelsior.  Cutting excelsior from aspen trees in the area for use principally as pads for water air conditioners.  It is noted here that Dr. George Balderston was then president of the Club, and Jim Dutcher presented the program, both of whom are deceased as we write this.


A rather complete and interesting report of the September 24, 1957, Rotary Club meeting when Ed L. Bunts, the District Governor, addressed the local Club.  He gave a very interesting history of the Rotary movement.


At the October 1, 1957, meeting of the Rotary Club, Walter Lacker gave the second half of a two-part series of color slide pictures on the world tour which he and Mrs. Lacker made between March and June of 1956.  Walter was a prominent local citizen and a prominent Rotarian, long deceased at this time.


February 11, 1958, meeting of our Club, the program was on problems of Colorado sportsmen.  It is noted also in that report, that Harold Westesen of Olathe was a visiting Rotarian to our Club, and of course, Harold is at this time in 1993, a member of the Montrose Club, and a member of the Committee compiling this history of Montrose Rotary.


The program on March 25, 1958, concerned rehabilitation work in our area, and Mr. Ratekin from the Montrose area was our speaker.  The newly elected officers for the coming Rotary year were announced:  Marvin Reeves, President; Phillip Pratt, Vice-President; Ed Hubert, Secretary.


April 8, 1958, meeting.  Headline:  "Montrose Rotary Club Hears Defense of Women's Right to Attend College."  Now that was 34 years ago, and there have been some changes since then.  There are women in Rotary, women in professions, and all fields are open to women, and all of this in a 34 year period when there was even a question of whether they ought to go to the university or not!


Historians can't pass up the opportunity to record what happened in Montrose in June, 1958.  The headline read:  "Police Clamp Lid on Stripper Show."  It seems that there were reports of a stripper show at the carnival here, and City Manager Don Wageck gave Bill Sparks, the Daily Press staff writer, $5 of City money to go and check up on the story.  The money was to pay his way in.  It turned out to be a true stripper show and when the report came in, authorities immediately closed the show down.


On the 29th of July, 1958, James Cathy, Black Canyon Ranger, gave a program on the Mission 66 with particulars on how it will effect the Black Canyon Monument.  This was an improvement program which was carried on in subsequent years, really bringing the monument up to what it is at the present time when this report is made.


The headline in the August 27, 1958, paper should interest many in Rotary Club.  "Golf Fund Drive Opens, Time Payments Offered."  That was when the first nine holes were planned, not built, but were being planned.


An item in the paper in February 1959, illustrates the leadership in the community by Rotarians.  The County Commissioners appointed Jack McCollough, Gene Carrington and Roy Pixler, Sr., all three Rotarians, as members of the Airport Committee.  This was the forerunner of our new and large airport in Montrose.


The headline in the April 15, 1959, newspaper I am sure was discussed in Rotary the next week.  Headline:  "Castro Visits U.S. He Will Seek Financial Aid and American Favor."  In those days he was giving great assurances that he was no communist.


Because so many Rotarians have been closely allied with the Magic Circle Theater here, it is worth noting that the first mention found of it in the local paper was July 8, 1959, when there was a front page article, "'Green Grow the Lilacs' will be presented by the new Magic Circle Theater in the Round."


Those Rotarians who have lived in Montrose for many, many years will recall all the hauling and pulling there was getting the Curecanti Project, which finally wound up when three dams on the Gunnison were approved.  The headline in the paper in August of 1959 reports:  "Geological Survey Report Unfavorable to Area."  Their report stated that the advantage of the storage would be largely offset by the evaporation from the water.  How unreasonable!  That report did not prevail.


Another note, in August of 1959, the last veteran of our Civil War died -- Albert Williams, 116 years of age.


It is noted in the newspaper of March 23, 1960, that Tom Dutcher, son of Rotarian Jim Dutcher, is made co-captain of the Montrose High School basketball team.  Now, of course, Tom is president of the bank and a Rotarian.


The airplane pilots in Rotary Club would be interested in reading the issue of The Daily Press July 20, 1960:  "Commissioners Okay Airport Bond Election. -- $10,000 issue would rebuild runway and also provide a building at the Nucla airstrip."


Rotary meeting, Wednesday, August 2, 1960.  Headline:  "Rotarians to Ask Permission to Develop New Park."  Fred Akard, representing the Montrose Rotary Club, has requested permission to appear before the Council Thursday night asking that the Club be permitted to undertake the project of developing City Park property between the new Jr. High School building and the swimming pool.  As this recorder recalls, this was the second major community project of the Rotary Club in those days.  The Annual Goodfellows Club was perhaps the first, and the park, which was really sparked by Fred Akard, was the second.  Rotarians did a lot of seeding work on it, plus the planning.  It has now been enlarged by the City and is maintained by the City, but it is still Rotary Park.


It was in August of 1960 that Gary Powers was shot down in a U-2 plane over Russia.  The newspapers were full of it for days and days after that.


We have come across in the newspaper, the picture and article noting the wedding of Mardell Topliss of Montrose to John L. Peach, Jr., of Grand Junction.  John (Jack) is now a member of the Montrose Rotary Club and operates the bowling alley.


It was in late 1960, November or December,  that natural gas came to Montrose. 


In November of 1960, Rotarian Louis Baudino led the Boy Scout Drive, continuing the long-time support by Rotary Club here of Scouting.  Over the years many members of Rotary took that responsibility.


At the first meeting in January of 1961, they reported at the Club that a total of $526 was raised in December for the Goodfellows Treat.  That bought a lot of treats in 1961 -- it wouldn't go very far today.


A subject of interest to the community and to the Rotary Club in January of 1961, headline:  "Montrose Flocks to Chip Plant Opening."  We had a potato chip plant opening here, built where Vurl's Farm Supply now is located.  It operated here for only two years before closing.


The January 25 meeting of Rotary Club had Chris Moritz, Denver landscape architect, as the program speaker, and he laid forth and showed the plans for Rotary Park, which was then being planned but hadn't been started yet.  As mentioned perhaps before, Fred Akard was the leading spirit in getting Rotary to plan a park on the south side of Montrose.  All of the parks then were on the north side of town.


It was on February 1, 1961, when the first of what was called our "Watchdog Satellites" was placed into orbit to photographically watch the Communist military.  At that time they parachuted the film back to earth and it was caught by planes in nets.


Historically again, it was May of 1961, that the Bureau of Reclamation set up its first office here, a temporary office at that time, consisting of about 60 personnel.  That was really the start of Montrose's growth over those years, when they built the three dams on the Gunnison and made the headquarters here.


It was in July of 1961 that Rotary Club instituted a program of giving a book to the library on the occasion of each member's birthday as it came along.  That wouldn't be a bad idea today.  The library is in great need of funds for new books at this time.


Montrose Rotarian Carl Anderson is pictured with the builder, Dave Walker, laying the cornerstone on the new Chamber of Commerce building on North Townsend Avenue.  That building, as you know, has been expanded and improved since then, but that was on August 7, 1961.  Marvin Reeves, who was President of the Chamber at that time was also present for the cornerstone laying.


The meeting of the Club on Tuesday, September 12, was probably interesting in that the news of the hiring of Dale Button as the administrator of our hospital was announced.  He succeeded Charles Gollihar, who retired.  Dale was our administrator for about 13 years.  He went from here to larger institutions, and has now retired and returned to Montrose and is a member of the Rotary Club at this time.


October 16, 1961.  There is a picture of Harrison Loesch, with the story that he has been elected the President of the Colorado Bar Association.  Harrison was and is a member of our Club.


In the same issue of the paper there is a picture of Dale Button, Rotarian, on the front page, as the new administrator of the Montrose Memorial Hospital.  Dale really put our hospital in shape.


The meeting of the Rotary Club on Tuesday, November 5, 1961, was advised that one of our members at the time, Louis J. Baudino, manager of Western Colorado Power Company here in Montrose, was elected Vice-President of the Colorado State Chamber of Commerce.  The same issue of The Press that quoted about Baudino, has a big article, "Telluride Will Build Three Million Dollar Winter Skiing Resort Facility."   As we all know, that kind of stumbled over the years, though 25 years later, it became a reality.  At the present it is really going strong.


Front page on November 29, 1961:  "Scout Drive Set for Kickoff Thursday."  This drive was headed by another Rotarian, Charles J. Cobb.


Another successful Goodfellows party in 1961, courtesy of the Montrose Club.


Another Montrose historical note, on Wednesday, April 25, 1962, work began on the diversion tunnel for Blue Mesa Dam, the first of the three dams on the Gunnison River.


Also historically noted in the paper of Tuesday, May 1, "County School Reorganization Okayed."  The county finally voted, after a second try, to split the county into two school districts, east and west.


1962 is an interesting year in United States history.  A U-2 spy plane was brought down with all the publicity that it received all over the world.  America's space program really got going.  The paper of October 3 had the headline: "Power Control Center to Add One Million Payroll to Annual Economy Here."  It is a development which came out of the dams on the Gunnison River, and has meant a great deal to the economy of Montrose, and obviously, to the membership of the Montrose Rotary Club.


it was in October of 1962 that the Cuban Missile Crisis was played out and as we all know, President Kennedy ordered a blockade of Cuba and threatened to sink their ships if they didn't take the missiles out.  Kruschev  backed down.


In December of 1962, the Montrose Rotary Club again fired up the Goodfellows fund to solicit money for the Annual Christmas Treat and Show.


According to the newspaper, the Rotary Club's activities in the year 1963 were very, very sparse.  Apparently no one was assigned to it, as very little was printed.


In the paper of August 14, they recorded the meeting of the previous day at Rotary, when James A. Whitehead, the Governor of this district of Rotary made his appearance here.


1963 was the year of the assassination of President Kennedy.  The local newspaper of November 25, 1963, has the front page almost filled up with news of it.  Still a matter of controversy today.


As we go into 1964, the newspapers locally and all over the nation are very much concerned with the Viet Nam War.  It was a situation that lasted for years and years and is one of our most difficult periods, at least since the Civil War.


December 8, 1964, John Hoffman addressed the Rotary Club, concerning the need for passing a million dollar bond issue for school expansion.


One of the few items in the paper during the year of 1965 concerns Montrose sending a delegation to the Rotary Convention in Colorado Springs.  Clifford Baldridge, President of the Montrose Club, is Chairman of the Balloting Committee for the conference.  Baldridge also acted as co-chairman of the get-acquainted party that kicked off the conference.  The presiding officer of the conference session was Claude B. Smith of Grand Junction.  Many of the Rotarians here remember the late Claude Smith as a very active Rotarian.  Also attending that conference were Louis Baudino, Kenneth Townsend, Dale Button, Carl Anderson, Charles Cobb, Walter Lacher, and Perry Flanigan.


April 19, 1965, headline:  "Tempo of War Picking Up in Viet Nam. -- Nine American  crewmen were killed today when a communist guerrilla shot down three Army helicopters."


The Rotary Club and Rotarians having been so closely involved with the development of our wonderful hospital here, we might take note of the article in the newspaper, Wednesday, May 12, 1965.  "Public to View Hospital's New Wing."  It says that it was called the Jackson Wing at that time, built by Jackson Contractors.  Dale Button was administrator of the hospital, presently a Rotarian here.


A note in the newspaper and another milestone for our country -- one of our astronauts took the first space walk  of some 20 minutes in June of 1965.


In our local newspaper of Wednesday, June 23, sub headline:  "Hubert Humphrey, Vice-President, Says No One Can Drive U.S. from Viet Nam."


Tuesday, September 28, 1965, the district governor of our Rotary District, William L. Smith of Colorado Springs was visiting our Club.  Dale Button was President of the Club that year.


November 5, 1965, newspaper headline:  "Council Votes to Buy Old Church Property."  This is when some of the Rotarians, as individuals, were involved as committeemen and advisors concerning buying the old Congregational Church.  The price was $15,000 and it was bought by the City, and the land was subsequently used to build the regional library.


Another milestone in Montrose history occurred on Wednesday, November 8, 1965, when the Power Operation Center building was dedicated and opened for public viewing.


Headline in the May 20, 1966, paper is worth noting, and we might say, "What's new?" -- "New Outbreak of Violence Erupts in Watts, Los Angeles."  The place of the terrible trouble again in 1992.


The very few mentions of Rotary found in the local paper in the first half of 1966 concerns the speech of the Secretary of State then, Dean Rusk, who addressed the Rotary International Convention in Denver, in June 1966.  Mr. Rusk warned the attendees to heed the widening difference between the affluence of part of the countries of the world and the poor countries of the world and how dangerous this was.  The Viet Nam War was dominating the news in those days of June 1966, headline:  "U.S. and Red Planes Clash in Supersonic Dogfight. -- Battered paratroops hurl back attack by major Viet Nam Force."


Headline in the local paper of August 31, 1966, reads:  "Concern Over Inflation Mounting in Congress."  It may be time to read some grocery prices from the paper of that week.  We may thus realize what inflation has really done to us.  Fryers, Swifts Premium Grade A - $.33 cents per pound; boneless ham, Swift's Handy Style Brand, wastefree, $.89 cents per pound; Crisco shortening, 3 lb. can - $.85; Folger's Coffee, 3 lb. can - $2.09; Meadow Gold Ice Cream Econo-pack, half gallon - $.59.  What has happened to our dollar since those days 26 years ago?


September 7, 1966, paper headlines:  "Overcrowding Threatens to Burst Seams at District RE-1J Schools."  That condition only worsened as we tried to patch things over with temporary buildings and so forth, until Rotarians and the Rotary Club in 1991 gave leadership in putting over the bond issue.


Rotarians in their meeting of December 6, 1966, took note of and recalled the date of December 7, a quarter of a century earlier, when Pearl Harbor was attacked.   "Times Have Changed" the headline states, "The enemy of a quarter of a century ago is now a valued ally.  A new generation has grown up for whom the shattering event is almost ancient history."


In 1967, with the Viet Nam War still going on, Montrose was attempting to establish the Colorado Western College in Montrose, and the newspaper had numerous articles on that which we will follow up later.  Some Rotarians were certainly involved in that effort.  Morrow Point Dam was much in the papers and was nearing completion on the Gunnison River.


The newspaper of May 31, 1967, with a headline report on the special gift committee of the college here, reports favorable reception by citizens.  The article states that, "Two Rotarians, Dr. George Balderston and Cliff Baldridge were co-chairman of the special gifts committee to raise funds for the college.


The Rotary meeting here of June 27, 1967, was an occasion for installing Charles Cobb as the President, who replace Carl Anderson.  It is also mentioned in the paper here that L.J. Baudino is finishing up his year as District Governor of Rotary, of our district 547.  He was the first Rotarian from this Club to be named for this office.  Of course in later years, we had another in our membership, Tom Kyle.


In 1967, the practice of our Club of donating a book to the library on the occasion of the member's birthday was still going on.  The report on the meeting of July 18, 1967, records that books were given on the birthday of Dr. F. Vern Stong and Charles Adams.  That same meeting was addressed by Monty Montig, a former official of Rotary International, and he talked about retirement.  One of the statements as recorded is:  "Working in your church, service clubs and community work -- a man can have a fruitful retirement when he is being of service to others."  We certainly have Rotarians in our Club who do that.


The newspaper of Wednesday, July 27, 1967, carries an article with a picture of Dale Button, who received an honor from the National Organization of Hospital Administrators.


In August of 1967, still war in Viet Nam.  Headline:  "Communist Gunners Shoot Down Six U.S. Planes in Viet Nam."


A headline in another paper close to that date:  "Secret Restraints Hinder U.S. Pilots in Bombing Important Viet Targets."


In August of 1967, Rotarians were carrying on the United Fund drive here which movement was established by Rotarian Tom Kyle.  That particular year, George Corey was Chairman of the Fund.  Numbers of Rotarians chaired that effort until it was discontinued in later years.


The Rotary meeting of September 12, 1967, caused the headline:  "Head Boy and Girl of High School Honored at Rotary."  Tina Headrick had a 4.0 grade record and Dennis Devor had a 3.290.  They were introduced to the Club and a report of their high school activity was read.  Dennis Devor is, of course, at the date of this writing, a member of Montrose Rotary.


In the newspaper of September 27, 1967, there were reports that Colorado Western College classes would begin on Monday of next week in Montrose.


Report on the meeting of Tuesday, October 31, 1967, reads:  "Tom Dutcher, President of the University of Colorado Alumna Association of Montrose, and a CU graduate, arranged to have the President of the University speak at the joint meeting of the three service clubs of Montrose.  President Charles Cobb of the Rotary Club presided over the meeting.


Headline in the December 6, 1967, paper:  "Anti-Draft Protesters March on New York City Hall in Wild Riots."  This was indicative of the great divisiveness which the Viet Nam War brought to our country.


Tuesday, January 2, 1968, Capt. Jim Dutcher, son of Rotarian James Dutcher, addressed the Rotary Club.  The headline reads:  "Captain Jim Dutcher Outlines His Experiences in Viet War Zones."  Capt. Dutcher spent a full year of active duty in Viet Nam, before being assigned to Ft. Jackson in South Carolina.


In the year 1968, there began to be a louder and louder clamor for the U.S. to pull out of Viet Nam.  The paper of January 16 records that some senators sought unsuccessfully to break the senate precedent of not doing business before the State of the Union Address, by attempting to put in the record a peace petition calling for U.S. withdrawal from Viet Nam.


A historical note in the papers of May of 1968, the headline:  "Voters Bury School Bond Issue 1,836 to 904."  Just another attempt over the years to pass a bond issue for schools in Montrose, which was finally successful in 1991, largely due to the leadership of men in the Rotary Club.


Newspapers in 1969 were very much headlined with the moon landings.  Headline:  "Moon Landing Experiments are Successful."  That was our second one.


The Wednesday, April 2, 1969, issue of The Daily Press headline:  "Loesch is Confirmed by the Senate as Assistant Interior Secretary for Public Lands Management."  Harrison Loesch did go to Washington, and had other duties also for a number of years.  Now he is back in retirement in Montrose and a member of the Montrose Rotary Club.


It is also noted that on Tuesday, March 3, 1969, Harrison returned to Montrose for the purpose of addressing the Montrose Chamber of Commerce at their 48th Annual Banquet.


In March of 1970, headline:  "Air Traffic Controllers Are Sick and Tired in a Slow Down to Cripple Nation's Air Service."  This was a forerunner of the strike in later years.


Newspaper of April 22, 1970, records with a picture and story, that a member of the Rotary Club will head the United Fund Drive in Montrose.  Another involvement of the Club in civic affairs.


April 29, 1970, there was a picture of  Thomas L. Dutcher, having been named as an outstanding young man by the Jaycees of Montrose.  Tom became President of the bank and is now a member of the Rotary Club.


Newspaper of Wednesday, August 26, 1970, headlines:  "Judge Dan H. Hughes Dies Here."  Judge Hughes was a member of the Rotary Club and prominent attorney and stockman for many, many years in Montrose.


On Tuesday, October 13, 1970, our Club was addressed by the President of CU at Boulder, Frederick P. Tyne, and his remarks concerned the method of selecting CU Regents for the college.


Rotarians were in the publicity on Wednesday, October 21, when two members of the Rotary Club presented the check for part of the proceeds of the United Fund Drive to Lois Elicker, head of the Red Cross.


At the Tuesday, December 8, 1970, meeting of the Rotary, John Overholser, who was chairman of the committee, with Dr. Charles Young, James Patton, and Fred Akard assisting, presented plans to put on the Goodfellows Treat for Christmas by the Rotary Club.


Present at the meeting of the Rotary Club on December 15, 1970, was the exchange student from Australia, Christine Hamill.  At that same period, Montrose had an exchange student in Australia, her name was Linda Loss.  Over the years, Rotary has had a number of exchange students entertained here and abroad.


In January of 1971, The Press put out another 15 page special edition of Montrose progress report.  The power operations office moved ahead in 1970, and Tri-County Water system construction began in 1970.  The new hospital addition was nearing completion at that time.


At the Tuesday, May 4, 1971, meeting all Rotarians were urged to get out and vote in the school election for a bond issue, and the paper the next day reported:  "School Bond Issue is Defeated by 126 Votes."


At the School Board meeting on June 14, 1971, final plans for new buildings for Montrose High School were discussed by the Board.  The result was the putting up of temporary buildings to serve for the twenty or more years that passed before a bond issued was finally passed.


One of the two mentions of Rotary in this year in The Press was on Tuesday, July 13, 1971:  "The Rotary Club Hears Pakistan Talk."  A slide program about West Pakistan was presented yesterday at the Rotary Club by Robert W. Jennings of Grand Junction.


The November 17, 1971, issue of the paper has "Baldridge Named to Health Council."  Another Rotarian serving the community.  Baldridge will serve as a member of the Colorado Health Planning Council, appointed by Governor John Love.


As this report goes into 1972, Rotary is again mentioned in the newspaper:  "Baudino and Baldridge Elected to Western Slope Scout Council Board."


As we go into researching Rotary in 1972, it might be interesting to again look at inflation, which is pretty well indicated by food prices.  Early in 1972, half gallon cartons of whole milk were $.65; Minute Maid frozen orange juice, $.30 cents a 6 oz. can; a 12 oz. can was $.59; Blue Bonnet margarine, $.37 a pound; Butternut Coffee, $2.64 for a 3 lb. can; Maxwell House Coffee, $1.85 for a 2 lb. can.


At the Rotary Club meeting on Tuesday, February 8, 1972, we received the joyous news that the Russell Stover plant will be built in Montrose.  The headline in the next day's paper read:  "Welcome Russell Stover -- Company's largest plant will be built here."  Rotarians were closely involved in bringing that industry to Montrose.


At the Tuesday, February 15, 1972, meeting, new directors for the coming Rotary year were elected.  It was also voted to offer a $500 college scholarship.  Details of the scholarship were not finalized, but President Overholser said that it would be announced later.  For many years the Rotary Club supported students through scholarships.


Headline in the Wednesday, April 12, 1972, paper:  "Rotary Club Backs Junior College District."  The Montrose Rotary Club unanimously passed a motion endorsing a Junior College District proposal at their noon meeting, according to John Overholser, Rotary Club President.  This was an effort to change the funding for Colorado Western College, which had been operating for four years in Montrose, to a junior college district with tax support.


At the School Board meeting Monday, May 8, 1972, John McCaffrey was promoted to Assistant Superintendent of RE-1J Schools.  John was a Rotarian, and is again, in 1991, living in Montrose.


Rotarians at the meeting of Tuesday, May 30, were urged to get out and vote on the junior college district referendum on the first of June.


On the second of June, 1972, the headline in The Daily Press read:  "Junior College District Defeated by 5 to 1 Vote."  And that was the end of our college in Montrose; they had to close down that year.  The community had put $250,000 into it through donations, and without tax help, it couldn't keep going.


The Daily Press of July 12, 1972: "Walter Lacher to Get Posthumous Award."  The passing of Walter Lacker marked the end of the first generation of Montrose Rotarians.  He was a past president and an active member in all aspects for a period of over 50 years, and was the last surviving charter member of the local Club.  The final  Club tribute to him was in progress at the time of his death, this being to confer upon him the recognition as a Paul Harris Fellow.  This award is conferred to an individual who contributes or has contributed in his behalf the sum of $1,000 or more for the Rotary Foundation.  The Montrose Rotary Club membership, who thought highly of him, was, at the time of his death, building up funds to bestow this honor upon him.  The presentation was to be a surprise gift on his 91st birthday.


The paper of July 26, 1972, has a picture of our Rotarian Dr. Tom Canfield, and the announcement of his coming to Montrose as a forensic pathologist.


Rotarian Dr. Thomas Canfield again in the headline news of the local paper:  "Dr. Thomas Canfield, pathologist at Montrose Memorial Hospital, recently returned from a mission to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, as a member of the United States Team advising Yugoslavian officials on suppression of narcotics and dangerous drugs."


November 15, 1972, paper has a picture and article, "Major James Dutcher Awarded Bronze Star."  James Dutcher, son of our Rotarian Jim Dutcher and brother of our present Rotarian Tom Dutcher.


Again in December of 1972, the Rotarians are handling the Goodfellows Treat, and they are after donations.  Paper of December 13, 1972, reports a total of $235 raised at that time.


As we go into the year of 1973, big, tall headlines in the paper:  "Peace in Viet Nam -- Saturday cease-fire will end longest U.S. war.  President Nixon says the Vietnamese cease-fire will take effect at 7:00 PM EDT Saturday, and U.S. troops and prisoners will be home at the end of March, ending American's longest war."


An item of interest occurred at the Rotary on July 3, 1973.  Headline: "Ed Hubert Honored at Rotary."  The article continues:  "Yesterday was Ed Hubert Day at the regular meeting of the Montrose Rotary Club.  Ed Hubert is retiring as Secretary/Treasurer, his job since 1957, and was given a silver tea service at the meeting for his commitment to the Rotary Club.  Hubert first came to Montrose in 1919, and over the years has raised a family of three children.  One of the facts that came out about Hubert at the luncheon meeting was that he and his wife used to play music for the silent films in the early movie days.  Receiving his gift, Hubert said, 'Now is the time we are going to do just what we want to do.'  Hubert had been working that same morning preparing the new budget for the Rotary Club."


A news release on July 16, 1973, with a picture:  "Dr. Theodore C. Dickinson of Montrose has been appointed a clinical instructor of surgery at the University of Colorado School of Medicine.  This appointment does not require the doctor to move from Montrose. " Dr. Ted has been a prominent Rotarian and leader in Montrose for many years.


Early in December news reports in the paper indicate that the Rotary Club was again running the Goodfellows Christmas Treat in 1973.


Of historical interest in the January 9, 1974 paper:  "Oil Shale Lease Bids by Oil Companies Exceed 210 Million Dollars."  About four times what the government expected.  That was the beginning of the oil shale boom in the Rifle/Rangley area which became such a fiasco a few years later.


Newspaper report of December 11, 1974:  "Rotarians are at it again with the Goodfellows Treat."


On Tuesday, April 8, 1975, Louis Baudino was named a Paul Harris Fellow by the Montrose Rotary Club.  Louis Baudino was District Governor during 1966-67 and was President of our Club during 1962.  Harry Thornton made the presentation.


An historical note:  the paper of Tuesday, April 29, 1975, headlines:  "Helicopter Lift Ends U.S. Viet Involvement" and the next day "South Viet Surrender" ending the long, drawn-out involvement of the U.S. in Viet Nam.


The local paper of June 11, 1975, carries pictures of two Rotarians who were appointed on a committee to advise our Montrose High School Principal on matters that concerned the community.  They were Jack Pixler, now deceased at this writing in 1993, and Charles Young.


Another public service post appointment  from among the Rotary Club is noted on October 8, 1975, when Karl Gilbert was appointed District 11 Board Member by the Delta-Montrose Electric Board.


The same newspaper shows former District Governor of Rotary Tom Kyle receiving recognition as a real estate developer.


December 24, 1975, newspaper has a sub headline about the Goodfellows Treat, which was handled by the Rotary Club.  As of the date of publication, a total of $1,176 had been contributed to the Goodfellows Club.


As we go into 1976, the front page of the paper on January 7 has a picture of Rotary Park, showing the sign there and youngsters skating on the pond.  Rotary Park was one of the first big projects Rotary Club undertook, largely under the urging and foresight of Fred Akard.


Paper of March 17, 1976, records the election of the Rotary Club for the year which starts in July.  Bob Hale was elected President; Bob Burton, Secretary/Treasurer; Dr. C. Lester Owens, past year's president will remain on the Board; Marlin Cline, Vice-President; also elected to the Board were Robert Schmidt and Thomas Baird.


July 21, 1976, paper carries a picture of the District Governor, Dr. George Balderston, and two Club members on the occasion of the presentation to Dr. George Balderston of the Paul Harris award.  George was president of our Club in 1958.


Front page publicity on Wednesday, August 11, 1976, Rotary exchange student from England, named Katherine Troop, had an article and a picture.  The Rotary Club at that time was meeting on the second floor of Mary's Restaurant.


April 7, 1976, sub headline in the paper:  "Steve Mathis is New Local Deputy District Attorney."  Steve has long been a mainstay in the Rotary Club.


At the October 12, 1976, meeting of the Rotary Club, a check for $461 was presented from the Club by Robert Hale, Club President, to William LeFevre, Montrose High School Music Director, to be used for support of the musical activities of the school.


December 1, 1976, newspaper headline:  "Goodfellows Treat Contributions Sought -- 'Perhaps the oldest and enthusiastically supported tradition of the Montrose Community is the Goodfellows Christmas Treat for all local children,' Clifford Baldridge, spokesman for the 51st Annual Treat, sponsored by the Montrose Rotary Club said this afternoon."


It is worth noting that in a February 1977, newspaper two Rotarians, now in 1993 deceased, were honored for their service to the community.  They were Dr. George Balderston and Roy Pixler, Sr.  There was a large picture and story in the paper about them


At the June 21, 1977, meeting of the Montrose Rotary, the new president, Dr. Marlin Cline, was installed.  Also present for that meeting was Lou Springer of Delta, who will shortly be installed as District Governor for this district.


In the newspaper of April 12, 1978, there is a picture of Harold Westesen with a story:  "Westesen Gets Top Award from Rotary."  He was awarded a Paul Harris Fellowship and was a member of Olathe's Rotary and was also a founding member of that Club.  When the Olathe Club was closed in later years, he became a member of the Montrose Rotary Club.


The newspaper of Wednesday, June 28, 1978, carries a front page picture of Jim Dutcher being congratulated by Cliff Baldridge upon Dutcher's receiving the Paul Harris Fellowship award.  Same paper has a picture of the Rotary Club officers elected for the year, starting in July.  Tom Kyle was the new Club president.


A member of the Montrose Rotary Club received an outstanding honor in August of 1978.  He was awarded the 1978 Distinguished Greater Colorado Service Award from the Federal Board.  It was James Austin, Montrose City Manager.


On Tuesday, August 21, 1979, Rotary and our community suffered a great loss in the death of Dr. George Balderston.  The Daily Press published the following tribute written by Clifford E. Baldridge, long time friend, neighbor, patient and fellow Rotarian of Dr. Balderston.  "Dr. Balderston passed away following a long illness which slowly sapped his physical strength, but not his mind or his spirit.  His intense devotion to the good of our community never wavered, and even after he was unable to speak, he scribbled notes to his friends, directing them to carry on his community interests.  His current involvement was with the improvement of the airport, a project which he firmly believed to be essential to the future well-being of this area.  Dr. Balderston never backed away from taking positions on public matters which he considered to be in the public interest.  His time and his purse were given generously to these causes.  To say that the Montrose area will be the poorer for his passing is a great understatement.  The whole community mourns the passing of a great citizen, and extends to his widow and family heartfelt sympathy and support."


Looking at 1980, the June 25th paper has a picture of Rotarian Dr. Theodore Dickinson, M.D., who was elected president of the Colorado Chapter of the American College of Surgeons.


The newspaper of Wednesday, August 27, 1980, was headlined:  "Rotary Auction Will Raise Funds for Machine at Montrose Memorial Hospital -- At yesterday's weekly Rotary Club meeting, plans were announced for a giant auction to be held in Montrose on Tuesday, October 7, according to the Auction Committeemen, Kelvin Kent and Dr. Thomas Canfield.  Plans involve live broadcast of the auction by KUBC radio, and a method whereby the public may phone in bids directly to the auctioneer."


A report  in the paper of Wednesday, October 8, 1980, detailed the results of the auction to raise funds for the mammography equipment.  A total of $30,000 was raised.  This was quite a turning point in the community service of the Montrose Rotary Club in recent years.  Numbers of projects have been led since then, but this auction was a huge success and really put Montrose Rotary in a greater position of leadership in the community.  Jim Renfrow was president of the Club that year, Kelvin Kent and Dr. Tom Canfield were co-chairmen of the event.


Another Montrose Rotarian elected to a position of leadership.  We note in the paper of November 25, 1980 the headline:  "Curt Robinson New Local Chamber Head."


In November of 1982, the members of Montrose Rotary enjoyed the experience of driving through the Gunnison Tunnel, which brings water from the Gunnison Rover through a six mile bore under the mountain to the Uncompahgre Valley.  In the winter, water is not run through the tunnel and the bore is inspected, with any needed repairs accomplished.  Through the courtesy of the Uncompahgre Valley Water Association, the convoy of autos was guided from the valley end of the tunnel the six miles to the intake end and then back out.  When one enters the tunnel, just a pinpoint of light is visible at the other end; the bore being absolutely straight through the mountain.


It was in the early 1980's that the Club began the practice of hearing "Rotary Information."  This was carried out by designated members and was often amusing, or even hilariously funny, and sometimes just Rotary information.  Doctor Robert Brethouwer and John Overholser are remembered for some of the more entertaining presentations.


The editor of the Rotary Bulletin in this period often used some amusing and/or philosophical quotations in the Bulletin.  One of this period was "He who gets too big for his britches gets exposed in the end."


The newspaper in early 1983 mentions Career Day.  For years the Rotary Club has supplied members who go to the high school to speak before senior students about career possibilities with which they are familiar, and how to prepare for them.


In the daily paper of April 26, 1983, there is an item of interest concerning a deceased Rotarian, James Dutcher.  The hospital board opened bids for the Dutcher Courtyard.  It was finally awarded at a cost of about $126,000.  This was permanent memorial to James Dutcher, Rotarian and past president of Rotary, who, for many years, was chairman of the Montrose Memorial Hospital Board.


In a May 1983, issue of the paper there is a picture and story concerning the death of Larry McMaster, a Montrose police officer who was shot and killed at a local bar while trying to handle a disturbance.  A permanent memorial plaque lies at City Hall corner.


An interesting note:  It is well-known that Jack Dempsey was once a resident in Montrose before he became a big name prize fighter.  He trained in an old building which still stands on the north side of town.  Dona Freeman, who has been the historical editor of The Press for years, copied and published the story about Jack Dempsey's ties to Montrose as shown in a collection of articles.  This reporter once saw Jack Dempsey in New York City in later years, where he operated a very good restaurant.


In 1983 the Montrose Rotary Club mounted the July 4th fireworks show which was a great success.


In 1983, Leroy F. Crow was District 547 Governor, a Durango Rotarian, and he addressed our Club on the 12th of July.  The subject was "All Rotarians to Share Rotary and Serve People."


The August 16, 1983, meeting was addressed by Maj. Ed Hulme, NORAD Briefing Officer.  he gave an informative talk about the defense of the North American continent.  In particular, naming Colorado Springs as a space center of the future.  Nick Copeland was president of the Club that year and we were meeting at the Cameo Restaurant.  The membership of the Club had grown to 91 that year.


On August 23, 1983, the Club was addressed by Rotarian Dr. Ernie Cohan.  He gave a very interesting talk, "From Pigeon Dung to Pace Makers."  It was about his profession and some of the highlights of the forty plus years of his veterinary practice.


The newspaper of September 6, 1983, carried an article concerning the Paul Harris Fellow program and it listed the Paul Harris Fellows of Montrose Rotary at that time.  They were:  Fred Akard, Dr. George Balderston, Belle Baldridge, Cliff Baldridge, Louis Baudino, Jim Dutcher, Ed Hubert, Walter Lacher, Ray Mayer, Royal Pixler, Vern Stong and Harry Thornton.  Deceased as this is written in 1992 are Dr. George Balderston, Walter Lacher, Belle Baldridge and Royal Pixler.  Mention was made to Club members that applications were now available for the group study exchange team, which will be sent somewhere from our district in the coming months.


The Bulletin of October 4, 1983, gives a really concise and complete rundown on how to propose a new member of Rotary.  Rotarians should be interested in proposing new members, but they also should know the procedure of how this is to be done.  That information is always available from our secretary.  One of the great points in that is that it should be taken up with Rotary before a prospective member is apprised that he is being considered.


At the October 18 meeting in Montrose, the Club presented a check for $1,000 to the newly formed local Academic Boosters Club.  Presentation was made by Rotarian Bruce Florquist to Dave Clair of the new A.B.C. Club.  Rotarians were very closely involved in establishing the Academic Booster Club which has turned out to be a real influence in the school community.  Now, in 1993, A.B.C. has become a very significant factor in academic achievement in local schools.


A note:  it should be remembered that 1983 was the year we sent forces into the island of Grenada to nip in the bud Communist action there which threatened a lot of students in the medical school, and changed that government toward a more friendly attitude.


November 29, 1983, a story in the Bulletin was published which is worth repeating here.  "An old story tells about a king who placed a heavy stone in the middle of the road.  many who came by belittled the authorities for not keeping the road clear, but no one pushed the object out of the way.  After a time, a poor person came and stopped, pushing the rock to the side of the road.  To his surprise, he found a bag of gold, a reward for anyone performing this needed service.  A look at our community will disclose many stones in the road and removal requires personal involvement.  Such action holds the reward of accomplishing needed work.  Which stones can we Rotarians and our Rotary Club put our shoulders to?"


On December 6, 1983, the Club was addressed  by retired General John Hay.  He is a resident of the Ouray area.  He presented a film on Communist activity in Central America.  A most interesting program.  It brings to mind, as this is written in 1993, of the tremendous things that have taken place since the break-up of Communism world-wide.  It no longer poses the great threat that General Hay spoke of, at least not the threat of domination.


Another couple of Bulletin editor quips:  "Many a live wire would be a dead one, except for his connections."  And, "Rotary growth is predicted upon perseverance, in seeking out worthwhile men who are Rotarians in spirit, before they become Rotarians in fact."  How true.


In June of 1984, Jeff Nelp was named the man to be in charge of the upcoming Rotary fireworks.


The meeting on July 17, 1984, must have been interesting.  Don Greenwood, pilot of an SR71 spy plane, gave the program.


The July 31 Daily Press featured a front page picture of two Rotarians:  Bud Keltz and Ed Johnson.  Ed presented Keltz a recognition of his outstanding contributions to the economic development of Montrose.


"There is a sure formula for success that applies equally well to organizations or individuals.  Make yourself more useful."  That from the Rotarian Bulletin.


The program of August 21 was given by member Ernest M. Cohen, doctor of veterinary medicine.  However, he didn't speak on veterinary medicine, but on poetry and music.


The August 28 Bulletin gave the report that for the month of July 1984, Montrose Rotary Club had an average attendance of 85%, which ranked us 5th in the district 547, of clubs with over 50 members, and 8th overall.


Philosophy that day "Golfer's law -- On the day you make a hole-in-one, there are no witnesses."


The September 26th edition of The Press carried the story and picture showing Scott Allen, then circulation manager of The Press, receiving a certificate of appreciation from Dr. George Swyhart, President of Developmental Disabilities Council, in appreciation of The Press' employment of disabled persons.


The newspaper of October 24, 1984, has two related articles on the front page.  First, Fred Akard, long time local business and civic leader dies in Rockford, Illinois.  Fred was a very active Rotarian for many years in our Club and is perhaps best remembered for his promotion of the idea of establishing Rotary Park on the south side of town.


The daughter of a Rotarian, was the high school student chosen for October 30th.  That student was Karen Dickinson, daughter of Trish and Dr. Ted Dickinson.


On November 13th, one of our own members gave the program.  Dr. Tom Chamberlain talked on aches, pains and arthritis.  What a pleasant subject!


Headline article in the November 21, 1984, paper is worth remembering.  It speaks of the wonderful legacy left in a trust to the city and to the schools by Ruby Spok Demaret, who died in 1981.  A former McCall magazine executive, she left a legacy that will continue into the next century.  It goes on to state that the estate gave $468,000 to be split between our school district for scholarships and to the city for the purpose of planting grass, flowers and otherwise enhancing the appearance of the town.  This is mentioned here because of Rotary's founding, in the years following this story, of the Rotary Youth Foundation Fund, which eventually should grow to a size where it can do major things also.


In 1985, at the January 8th meeting, James S. Lucky, group study exchange member from our district to Finland, addressed the Club.


For 1984, the Club had five members with perfect attendance.  Tom Canfield, Tom Chamberlain, Tracy Johnson, Tom Kyle and Bob Pride.  The Club had 94 members.


From the Rotary Bulletin:  "The hand that lifts the cup for cheers should not be used to Shift the gears."


And under the head of Club trivia, it mentions that Dr. Vern Stong joined the Club in 1935.  At this time, in 1992, Vern is deceased some years. Cliff Baldridge joined the Club in 1944, apparently the longest standing living member.


John Overholser, Lester Owens, Dr. Jim Peak and Ken Townsend have all belonged to the Club for 20 years or more.  Dr. Lester Owens is deceased as this is written.


For February 12th, a Valentine Party was held at the Elks by the Rotary Club.  Guest speaker there was Lloyd McMillan.  Apparently a rousing good time was had by all.


In that period there was an effort made to donate food for the MADA (Mexican-American Development Association).  We were asked to plan on bringing at least one can of food to each meeting.


May 26, 1985, marked the start of a series of programs given by members of the Club.  On that day, John Claremont spoke most interestingly about the Middle East.  John has had wide experience in that part of the world.


The Bulletin of that day has published an interesting 4-way test for members:  "Is it true that you really can't remain until the meeting adjourns?  Is it fair to walk out on a speaker who is giving his time to inform you or entertain you?  Will it build good will and friendships to slight your guest and your host at the Club?  Will it benefit your fellow Club members, their guests and other Club members to see you leave early?"  The philosophy printed that day was "Inflation is being broke with lots of money in your pocket."


The Press in 1985, carries a headline about Rotarian John MacCaffrey, selected along with five other area educators throughout the United States to comprise a team to evaluate the Department of Defense Dependent's Schools in the Far East.


On May 21, 1985, the Committee Chairmen for the upcoming 4th of July fireworks extravaganza were named.  They were:  Entertainment - Dick Shannon; Concession - Dale Eckert; Money and Change - Ed Johnson; Safety and Parking - Bob Pride; Publicity - Joe Whiteman; Fireworks - Don  Zentmeyer.


Philosophy:  "The mind is a wonderful thing.  It starts working the minute you are born and never stops until you get up to speak in public."


For our members, the Rotary Bulletin stated that the fish is an underwater creature that grows fastest between the time it is caught and the time the fisherman describes it to his friends!


The Bulletin of that date stated that within two years after Paul Harris died in 1947, fellow Rotarians contributed 1.3 million dollars to the Rotary Foundation in honor of their founder.  This amount was nearly twice as much as the foundation had received over the previous thirty years.  These donations provided the financial support that enabled the foundation to grant eighteen graduate scholarships, the first significant international service program.  Today, those who continue the tradition of honoring Paul Harris by contributing $1,000 or for whom $1,000 is contributed in their  honor or memory, are designated Paul Harris fellows.  In the early 1980's, there were more than 75,000 fellows in 120 countries.


Dr. Ted Dickinson, Rotarian, addressed the Club on rising costs of health care.  That was about eight years ago as this is recorded.  What would he say about it today?


Our Bulletin editor devoted some space to "just suppose."  "Suppose the membership of Rotary was limited, would you be in or out?  Suppose you had to run for office in Rotary as candidates have to run for office?  Would you win or lose, or would you even try?  Suppose membership was only for one year, to be renewed each year, depending upon the good you had done in Rotary during that time.  Would your membership be continued?"


On August 13, the program was given by the daughter of our Rotarian, Jerry Lincoln.  Barbara Lincoln addressed the Club concerning her exchange visit to England.


The November 10th Rotary meeting was held at the Colorado Ute Conference Center and was in charge of Tom Kearney, Academic Booster Club member, who showed the new portable planetarium, which was acquired for the Academic Booster Club through our contributions.


The Rotary Club picnic was held at Rotary Park on October 1st, attended by family and friends and Rotarians.


A program of excellent quality was given by one of our Rotarians.  Dr. Robert Motley spoke to us on the disease of diabetes.


The Rotary Bulletin states that the Montrose Rotary, under the avenue of community service, once again is participating in a Christmas Gift  program to provide gifts to the needy and underprivileged children of Montrose.


Again the Rotary Bulletin has some good philosophy in it:  "What kind of Rotarian are you?


1)  Some are like wheelbarrows, no good unless pushed;


2)  Some are like trailers, no good unless pulled;



3)  Some are like canoes, they need to be paddled;


4)  Some are like kites, if you don't keep a string on them, they                       
      will fly away;


5)  Some are like balloons, full of air and likely to blow up unless 
      handled carefully;


6)  Some are like a good watch, open faced, pure gold, quietly 
  
      busy and full of good work."


December 24, 1985, the program was pure entertainment when the barber shop quartet performed for us.  The week before that, our newest member, Rick Bleier, a computer consultant, gave us a broad background in management and date processing.


Our Bulletin editor in his January 7, 1986, issue has an interesting paragraph.  It is entitled "A Big Favor."  "What does the future hold in store for our Rotary Club thirty years from now?  Will our community have enough civic-minded men with leadership skill to provide the base for our club membership?  It is hard to tell.  By working closely with today's youth to develop their leadership skills and sense of civic responsibility, we do more than just help the kids in our community.  We do a big favor for the future of our club."  This is of specific interest because in the last several years the Club has established the Montrose Rotary Youth Foundation.  A number of members have had sufficient confidence in the stability of the Rotary Club in our community to make dispositions in their wills for this purpose.


The Daily Press of Wednesday, January 29, 1986, published a full page of Montrose history by Dona Freeman, history editor.  A few facts published there might be of interest.  This is from the paper in January 1899, 23 years before Montrose Rotary was founded:


"Montrose contains about 80 business houses, three grocers, three dry goods, two furniture, two hardware, two clothing, three real estate, two drug stores, two banks, three jewelers, two harness shops, three livery stations, four restaurants, four barber shops, two bakeries, two newspapers, two lumber yards, two produce markets, five blacksmith shops, one hide house, one planing mill, one second-hand store, one wood and metal works, one grain warehouse, one photograph gallery, one steam laundry, one dentist, six doctors, six lawyers, two transfer firms, three paint shops, one shoe shop, two millinery stores, and a number of others, such as laundries, boarding houses, etc."


January 28, 1986, we had Richard Lee, exchange student from England, as our guest speaker.


The newspaper of Wednesday, February 12, 1986, mentions two Rotarians who were appointed to the board of the hospital -- Jack Pixler and Cliff Baldridge.  There have always been two or three members of the hospital board from the Rotary.  The hospital is a very prime concern of the Rotary Club.


The year 1985-86 was a banner year for our Rotary Club Youth Exchange Program, in that all three slots for the district were filled by Montrose students: Christine Johnson, Lee Jo Canfield and Anna Louise Canfield.


Two of our Club were named the Rotarian of the Year.  In this case two members of our Club were so outstanding in their service to the Club that the judges could not break the tie.  They therefore awarded the title of Rotarian of the Year to both Tom Greipentrog and Kelvin Kent.  Congratulations to both of you!


Perfect attendance for the Rotary year 1985-86 was attained by Rick Bleier, Dr. Tom Canfield, Dr. Tom Chamberlain, Dennis Devor, Tom Kyle and Tom Tripplett.


Long-time Montrose Rotarian, Cliff Baldridge, was featured in a story and photograph in The Press on May 27, 1986, on the occasion of the opening of the new City Market store in Montrose.  This is the third building it has occupied since coming to Montrose in 1944.  Cliff is retired, but still associated with the City Market company.


At the June 9, 1986, meeting, the program was given by Nancy Fishering and John Harold, both of the Olathe area, concerning the new industry of broccoli farming.  Broccoli has become a substantial crop in this area, and they gave a very interesting talk.


It is noted that in that year, Steve Mathis was leader of the GSE Rotary Team to Bavaria.  They had an interesting time over there, and Steve has been back to Germany more than once since that time.


On the August 10, 1986, meeting, Barry Chamberlain, son of Dr. Tom Chamberlain, gave a program "A Semester at Sea."


The Bulletin of that date had several interesting things.  The editor writes as follows:  "It is with great sadness that I report to you that I was at the last meeting of the Olathe Rotary Club.  I went for a make-up evening, and found that the dominant item of business was the dissolution of the Club.  The major reasons given were insufficient attendance and inability to attract new members."  Harold Westesen, who was the charter member of the Olathe Club, which our Club helped to install many years ago, was present.  Harold did become a member of our Club in Montrose shortly thereafter.


Forty members of our Club had perfect attendance for the month of July 1986.  It was in that year that Rotary announced the 5000 Club.  Twenty six Rotarians in our district had become 5000 members by putting a codicil to their wills or through buying an insurance policy for $5,000 to go to Rotary International upon their death.


On August 13, 1986, an interesting historical fact was recorded.  This is by the history editor of The Press regarding the earthquake in Cimarron in 1886.   Apparently there was a really bad earthquake there that changed the contours of the land; a very startling earthquake.  "The scene of the upheaval begs description.  No tongue or pen could adequately describe the scene.  The disruption covered a space of a mile in width and two and one-half miles to three miles in length.  The earth was literally honeycombed.  Great rocks weighing hundreds of tons were upturned and displaced, while others sank into the earth from sight."


The Club was treated to a very interesting program by Frank Newell, owner of Best Manufacturing Company.  Mr. Newell moved his plant here from Kansas City, and it has become one of the larger employers of the community, shipping their signs all over the world and doing very sophisticated work.  


A subject close to the hearts of many Rotarians was discussed on September 9, when Kathy Gordon spoke on the Magic Circle Theater, which at that time was in its 27th season in Montrose.  Quite a number of our Rotary members have performed in one capacity or another over the years.


In September, Rotary had a program by Rosamund Zetterholm.  Her subject being her trip to the Northwestern Territories of Pakistan.  The program was interesting, but the lady herself is also very interesting.  She runs a ranch west of Ridgway at very high elevation, and is quite an unusual person.  (This is being recorded in July 1992, and Mrs. Zetterholm is still operating her ranch).


A story of interest is printed in the October 8th Daily Press regarding a $20,000 donation to Montrose Memorial Hospital.  The donor is Miss Elsie Dorsey who was a nurse for nearly four decades at the old St. Luke's hospital in Montrose as well as Montrose Memorial.  Miss Dorsey never married, but cared for an invalid brother.  She had dedicated her life to nursing and health care.  Miss Dorsey donated the $20,000 toward the upgrading of the mammography equipment, originally purchased with funds received from the Rotary Club's community fund raising projects.


The Rotary Bulletin of September 30, 1986, holds the obituary of one of our older members in the Club, Dr. Vern Stong.  "We of Montrose Rotary lost our esteemed senior member last week in the passing of Dr. F. Vern Stong.  His death followed an illness which had kept him from Rotary attendance for a number of weeks.  Dr. Stong became a member just 14 years after our Montrose Club was founded, and was honored as a fifty year Rotarian by our Club in 1985.  Though unassuming in demeanor, he also fully exemplified the Rotary ideals expressed in our four-way test, both in his profession of optometry and his personal life."  In recognition of his excellence as a Rotarian, members of our Club had, in 1978, contributed funds and constituted Dr. Vern Stong a Paul Harris Fellow, Rotary's highest honor.


October 23, 1986, has an item on the front page.  "Enthusiastic Support for the Academic Booster Club Grows."  The original philosophy of encouraging academic excellence in our community schools has not changed, says Ted Dickinson, founder of the Academic Booster Club, and current membership chairman.  This has been a project of Rotary ever since Dr. Ted first suggested it.


December 2, 1986, program was by Mike Carman, vice-president of marketing at the Telluride Corporation.  It was entitled "Telluride Update."  It was a very interesting program and foretold a lot of the great development which has taken place up there in the years since that 1986 program.


The Daily Press of December 17, 1986, has an interesting history of the Goodfellows program at Christmas time.  "Goodfellows treat scheduled Saturday by Rotary Club.  The annual Goodfellows Christmas Treat will be held Saturday, December 20, at the Fox Theater, according to Buck Miller, Rotary spokesman.  A children's Christmas movie shown and the traditional bags of goodies will be given out following the movie."    This marks the 66th year of the program.  It was initiated in 1922 by Daily Press publisher Charles E. Adams to be a Christmas treat for the rich and poor alike.  Adams' son, Charles E. Adams, Jr., took over management of the program in 1940.  In 1966, the Goodfellows Program became a project of the local Rotary Club.  In 1981, 15 years later, it was turned over to the Kiwanis Club.


January 16, 1987, the Rotary program was given by another member, Dr. Thomas Canfield, M.D.  The title of his talk, 
"Hey, Doc, What Am I Gonna' Catch from This Transfusion?"  He gave a lot of reassurances regarding how blood was treated and checked before transfusions.


In February 1987, Rotarian Tom Kyle gave an interesting program titled, "Real Estate in the Old Days."  


In March there arre a couple of interesting Bulletin items.  "Obstacles are those frigthful things you see when you take your eyes off of the goal."  In a different vein, "Daddy bought a little car that uses gasoline, and everywhere that Daddy goes, he walks -- his son is 16!"


In 1987, another excellent program was given by member Frank and Rotary Ann, Penny Star, back country rangers in Katmai National Park, Alaska.


Members with perfect attandance for the Rotary year as of April 10:  Baldridge, Canfield, Dunlap, Kirk, Pride, Bleier, Chamberlain, Hopple and Kyle.


May 26, 1987 Bulletin:  "Last Sunday morning was awards breakfast for district 547, conference at Tamarron.  Many awards were presented, but the best was saved for last.  This was a new award, called the Governor's Award, and as District Governor Earl said, it was given to the individual who best exemplifies the principals of Service Above Self.  This award was given to the Rotarian of the Year of Montrose Rotary Club, Steve Mathis.  Congratulations, Steve!"


New Club officers for the year 1987-88 are:  President, Dr. Tom Canfield; Vice-President, Dennis Devor; Secretary, Kelvin Kent; Sergeant at Arms, Paul Nystrom; Board of Directors included Tom Kearney, Tom Greipentrog, Jerry Kurtz and Bob Cito.


The Bulletin lists perfect attandance members:  President Tom Canfield has four-year perfect attendance record; Tom Chamberlain, a two-year; Tom Kyle 15 years, and Bob Pride an unbelievable 24 years.


From the August 21, 1987 Bulletin, a poem  entitled "Stop to Think."  


"When some woman blushes with embarrassment



When something sacred is made to appear common


When a man's weakness provides the cause of laughter



When profanity is required to make it funny


When a little child is brought to tears



When everyone can't join in the laughter --


It's a poor joke!"


The January 28th Rotary program is of interest to Rotarians.  A nurse at the hospital gave the program concerning the San Juan Foundation.  This is a non-profit foundation established to accumulate capital for uses of healthcare in Montrose.  It has a good start with many thousands of dollars already given and pledged to it.  Many Rotarians have been involved in this effort.


It is worth recording a statement on the Rotary International Foundation:  "Where do Foundation funds go?  Our contributions to the Rotary Foundation go a long way.  In fact, there are some highly publicized campaigns that spend up to 40% of contributions on administrative expenses.  Rotary Foundation continues to spend 100% of its contributions solely on program, awards, and grants."


The October 27, 1987, Rotary meeting was addressed by Dr. Bob Brethouwer, a Rotarian who attended the Rotary International Convention.


The November 17th meeting was held at the new Montrose Aquatic Center, preview before it opened officially.


Going into 1988, at the January 18th meeting the Club members viewed the new video of the Montrose area.  Numbers of Rotarians were involved in the effort to produce this promotional video.


Indicative of the leadership which the Rotary Club has taken in civic affairs in recent years is the picture on the front page of The press with the caption, "Members of the Montrose Civic Center Advisory Committee solicited comments yesterday from area senior citizens at the second of two preliminary meetings to gather ideas on what the senior citizens want included in the senior center."  In the picture are Bill Morgan, Tom Kearney, Tom Chamberlain, and Dennis Devor.  Every one of them a member of Montrose Rotary.  This was in the planning stages for our Pavilion, which was realized in a couple of years from that time.  


Another Rotarian was on the front page on February 24, 1988 -- J. David Reed was named Assistant General Counsel of the Colorado Ute organization.


On March 8, 1988, our program was given by International Exchange Scholarship students, Curt Berryman and Carol Lee.  Curt is the son of Carla Berryman, who has, in recent times, become a member of our Rotary Club.


The Press of March 23rd carries an item concerning progress of construction of our new airport terminal, the information by Dave Carl, Rotarian.  On April 5, 1988, John Claremont again addressed the Club with one of his interesting programs concerning the Mid East, where he is so familiar with developments.  It was reported that eighteen member of our Club have perfect attendance in the first quarter of the Rotary year.


The Daily Press of April 27, 1988, has a picture of Cliff Baldridge and his Rotary Ann, Eloise, with the following legend:  "Eloise Baldridge sings 'It is Later Than You Think' to her husband yesterday at the Montrose Club's celebration of Cliff's eightieth birthday.  The community and business leader was feted by past presidents of the Club and others in the community.  The Club meeting was pretty well turned over to that birthday party.  Ken Gale, who was mayor of the city, presented Baldrdige with a key to the city."


A most interesting program was presented on May 17th by Dr. Abernathy, a local surgeon and a member of the Board of Regents of Colorado University Medical School.  He gave a very interesting rundown on the medical school and his responsibilities there.  On May 21st, the annual Governor's Ball was held at the Red Arrow convention center.


Much of the front page of the newspaper of June 27, 1988, was devoted to the dedication of the new airport terminal and parking area.  Pictured with the article are two Rotaians, Tom Dutcher, President of the Airport Authority and Dave Carl, manager of the airport.  Improvement of our airport facilities has been a concern of Rotarians over the years and many have been involved in committees and working for this.  At the dedication, it was mentioned that a new armory was planned on land jsut to the north of the airport, and that has been accomplished as this is being recorded.


The meeting of July 12, 1988, was occupied with the passing of the gavel from President Dennis Devor to incoming President Kelvin Kent.  There was a bit of humor expressed, asking how he, Kelvin, was to lose his British accent if he kept on going over to England for visits.  The Club has certainly been blessed with excellent, strong leadership these past years.  In the July 19th meeting, the Club was advised that Carol Lee, a local elementary teacher, is the the recipient of a post graduate scholarship to study in England.  At the same meeting, President Kelvin Kent advised that the City Council was prepared to move agressively forward with the civic center project.  He also stated that Mayor Ken Gale would likely ask the Rotary Club to direct a $300,000 fund raising effort to assist in financing the center.  Kelvin stated that if this request is made, he will be willing to head the effort, but that he will need the help and support of all Rotary members.  This foretold a successful campaign, spearheaded by Rotary.  Don Paradis reported that our Club collected and shipped 60 pounds of magazines and other literature to katmandu, for the Nepal Rotary Club.


A special evening meeting on July 26th was devoted to Rotary's Polio Plus efforts and John Fitzmaurice is the chairman of the effort to raise $20,000 over the course of this international effort.  This sum would finance immunization of 176,000 children against polio and other childhood diseases.


On August 23rd, there was a joint service club meeting held at the Elks Club and Mayor Ken Gale gave a brief report on site selection for the civic center.  Kelvin Kent, head of fund raising, accepted nearly $50,000 in checks and pledges.  These donations bring the total raised to over $175,000.  Rotarian Tom Kearney hosted a fund raising bingo and casino night at Friendship Hall in which $2,000 was contributed and the overall fundraising effort goal is increased to $350,000.  At the September 27th meeting, it was reported that $349,000 was realized and more still coming in.  In other words, the Rotary fund raising effort was "over the top."


It was about in this period that the practice of bringing to the meeting each week a top student from the high school was initiated on a regular basis, and a picture was taken each time, which was published in The Press.


The involvement of Montrose Rotarians in Montrose civic affairs is again noted in the November 2nd edition of The Press with front page picture of Steve Mathis and story headed "Mathis Heads Scout Fund Drive."


The meeting of November 15th was Agriculture Appreciation Day and members were asked to bring as a guest some member of the agricultural community.  The meeting was addressed by State Agriculture Commissioner Peter Decker.


November 22, 1988, was called Past President's Night and John Overholser presided over the meeting.  Numbers of past presidents gave recollections from the earlier days of Rotary.  Among the past presidents who gave recollection of their term were Harrison Loesch. Tom Chamberlain told of gaining 13 new members in just one month.  Tom Cheney told of our first 4th of July fireworks display, on a very modest budget.  Ken Townsend expressed the pride he feels in having been a Montrose Rotarian.  John Overholser was complimented upon doing a fine job as emcee.


The December 20th meeting was pure entertainment with the Bel Canto Singers from the high school perfoming for the Club and Rotarians brought gifts for needy children, which will be turned over to Social Services.


At the December 27th, 1988, meeting, the Bulletin carried a listing of some of the things accomplished during the year, in many of which Rotary and Rotarians were involved.  The airport terminal, the C.B.I. Laboratory, civic center funding, Colorado Life Center added to the hospital, the new animal shelter, the Uncompahgre River Trail, Chipeta Lakes reconstruction, and the addition of the second nine holes to the golf course.


During Dennis Devor's term as President in 1989, the Bulletin editor began the practice of printing an insert to the Bulletin, carrying the proceedings of the Rotary Board.  This is welcomed as a means of keeping the membership informed of all Rotary information.



On January 24, 1989, a joint service club meeting was held, the subject being "A Drug Free Colorado."   Several out of town speakers were heard, as well as local physicians, counselors and club members.  From the Bulletin:  "There is nothing wrong with having nothing to say, unless you insist upon saying it!"


The February 7, 1989, meeting was devoted to plans for the circus which Rotary will sponsor in Montrose on June 11th.  The March 1st meeting was very interesting when Ray Morey of Del-Mesa Farms spoke to the Club on the rather new industry in Delta and Montrose counties which produces eggs for Foster Farms.  The eggs are used for hatching by Foster, the two firms being owned by the same company.  On March 7th, Dr. Paul Weisner gave a fascinating program on cornea donation, showing slides and explaining the need for people to make arrangement for cornea donation that others may see.  On April 11th, District Governor Scherer visited our Club, announcing his theme of "Enjoy Rotary."


In April of 1989, our Club was gearing up for leadership in the effort to pass a bond issue for sorely needed school constructin.  The Club gave $200 at that time to defray expenses in that effort.


At the April 17th meeting, Leo Copel of the local Colorado Bureau of Investigation spoke to the Club about the newly established C.B.I. office in Montrose Memorial Hospital.  He stated that the newly equipped laboratory there holds sophisticated crime investigating equipment as fine as any in the country.  Undercover tactics and regional crime statistics were also covered in his speech.  The last meeting in April was devoted to a preview tour of the just completed civic center facility, now known as the Pavilion.  All members were thrilled and gratified with the quality and beauty of the new facility, in which Rotary and Rotarians had such a vital part in bringing to fruition.


In May of 1989, the Club began the practice of inviting to our meeting a senior volunteer, to recognize and honor such individuals before the membership.  A picture is taken and it is regularly published within a few days in the newspaper.  On May 16th, Montrose Rotary inducted its first lady member when Sandy Corder was initiated.


At the June 13th meeting, a preliminary report was received upon the Rotary sponsored circus of June 13th.  Final figures on finances were not available, but obviously, the result exceeded all expectations, with both performances completely sold out.  This was a major fund raiser for the Club.


In July the Club again handled the fireworks display on the 4th and it was considered a great success.  The Daily Press gave front page treatment to the event, complimenting Rotary for this community service.  Each year the Clulb is able to increase the amount of fireworks used and in this instance, over $8,000 was spent purchasing the pieces.


 Montrose Mayor Tricia Dickinson was a guest and was presented with our check for $2,500, a payment of the Club's ten-year pledge to the Pavilion fund of $250,000.  The Bulletin of this same day carried the notice, "Congratulations!  Our warmest congratulations go to Kelvin and Rebecca Kent upon their marriage.  God bless you both and may your life together bring you all the joy and happiness this life has to offer."  It should be noted here that Becky will retain her professional name of Rebecca Lindsay in marriage.


The August 8, 1989, meeting was addressed by Dr. Gerhard Spoerl of Bavaria, Germany.  His topic was "Rotary in Bavaria."  A most informative address, no doubt especially enjoyed by our Steve Mathis, who has made several trips to Germany and has been hosted by Rotarians there.


The August 29, 1989, program was given by Cliff Baldridge and related interesting points of the tour of China recently made by him and Rotary Ann, Eloise.  A number of slides were used, which illustrated many facets of conditions and sights in China, including the student demonstrators on Tinannmen Square.  They had been on the Square three days before the massacre there and observed the riotous conditons in the city of Shanghai, their last stop before flying to Hong Kong.


At the September 26, 1989, meeting discussion was held on planning for the Annual Governor's Ball.  There was sentiment expressed that the importing of an expensive band (costing $15 per member) was not the best use of Rotary funds.  It was decided to use local talent in the hope that more members would attend and participate.  It is fair to say here that in the early days of Rotary in Montrose, great emphasis was placed upon the social aspect of the Club, with large sums of money and much effort going into the annual "Spring Party."  In recent years, Rotary in Montrose has focused upon service to the community, and service to Rotary International.


The Daily Press of Friday, October 13, 1989, carries front page picture with headline: "Baldridge Named to Colorado State Business Hall of Fame."  The article continues:  "Rotarian Baldridge is a member of the Executive Committee of City Market, Inc. and was for many years manager of the firm's Montrose store.  He also serves on the board of Montrose Memorial Hospital and the board of the Iliff School of Theology in Denver.  He is also chairman of the Advisory Committee of the San Juan Health Care Fondation and has raised funds for the Boy Scouts of America.  The presentation was made at a black tie banquet attended by about 1000 people in the Denver Hyatt Regency Hotel.  A number of Montrose Rotarians were in attendance for the banquet."


At the November 21, 1989, meeting Rotarian Tyler Erickson, Administrator of Montrose Memorial Hospital, spoke to the Club and we quote from the Bulletin of that date:  "Tyler Erickson, the new adminsitrator at Montrose Memorial Hospital, gave an informative and well thought out presentation on, not only the hospital, but life in Montrose as well.  Tyler gave some rather unnerving statistics on a rural hospital's expenses, etc.  We are definitely fortunate to have as capable an individual as is Tyler at the hospital.  We look forward to your continued presence in Rotary and in the community, and thank you for your presentation."


At the December 7th meeting, District Governor Ray Scherer visited the Club and encouraged our members to attend the District Conference in Grand Junction, the weekend of June 14-16, 1990.  It was noted that this was another "Pearl Harbor Day."


In closing the year 1989, it is noted that Rotarians again brought children gifts in the $5-$10 range at Christmas time, for distribution to needy families.  


The Daily Press of January 24, 1990, carried the headline "Rotary Galleryia Funds Event Slated."  The article continues, "The Montrose Rotary Club will hold a major fund raising event on February 23rd and 24th, according to Harold Dunlap, chairman of the project.  The event will be a giant garage sale and auction.  The proceeds will be split with the Galleryia.  Montrose Rotary holds fund raising events regularly throughout the year to realize funds for our numerous community projects."


In the early part of 1990, the Rotary Club began to lead the effort to pass a school bond issue in 1990.  David Reed was named Rotary chairman of this effort, which was successfully concluded, as will be later related in these historical notes.


A Bulletin philosophical line:  "The most important thing a man can fo for his children is to love their mother."


At the February 3, 1990, meeting Troy Stilley of Montrose gave a most interesting program on Saudi Arabia.  Dressed in traditional Saudi garb, he explained the difference between the several Moslem sects and the influence the Muslim religion has upon all aspects of Saudi life.  His description of Saudi "justice" certainly caught the attention of the Rotary members.  A most interesting program, just preceeding the time when our fighting men would be on that soil.


The Daily Press of February 28th, carries a picture with story showing Kelvin Kent and Harold Dunlap presenting a check for $3,250 to Galleryia Youth Center fund.  The represents one half of the receipts from the giant garage sale and auction mentioned earlier in these notes.  The remainder of the funds will be used for other community projects at later dates.


In the month of March 1990, the Club program consisted of an outing to Ridgway for a visit to the Dennis Weaver home, which was built almost entirely of adobe mud, old tires and aluminium pop and beer cans.


In this period, the Club heard a program given by Margie Masson concerning Colorado Worker Compensation Laws, which are such a handicap to business, industry, and employment in the state.


The long standing practice of bringing a top senior high student as a guest to each Tuesday luncheon is continuing.  The guest is introduced, his or her academic and extra-curricular activities recited and then presented with a Rotary pen and a certificate.  Parents are also invited and complimented if present.  Also, in this period, a program was put on by Dr. Ray Kieft, President of Mesa College, concerning the extension courses offered in Montrose.  Out of this has come in later months, the establishment of a Mesa College branch here.


Going into 1991, the Bulletin reports that on December 18th, the Club enjoyed a fine evening of Christmas music with a fine meal from Rotarian Randy Lyle's establishment.  Same Bulletin carried a sketch of Dr. Lynn Hopple illustrating a man riding a motorcylce -- it was unmistakeably our Dr. Bob Brethouwer, motorcycle enthusiast.  


A program in January 1991, was given by Dr. Ted Dickinson, a surgeon, which described and showed a video of the new surgical technique called laparascopic surgery.


The January 29th Bulletin reports the name of Emily Schneider as being proposed for Rotary membership.  Subsequently, Emily became a member and has served very usefully in the Club.  Emily is a partner in the Business Options Consulting Firm and is married to Dr. Tom Wiard of Montrose.


At the February 12, 1991, meeting it was voted to give $400 to send a student to the World Affairs Conference, as the Club has done in past seasons.  Also, a contribution of $300 was approved for scholarships for three children to the Sonshine Patch day care facility.  Also, in February, an interesting program was given by Rotarian Dr. Dick Shannon under the title, "All You Wanted to Know about the Prostate, But Were Afraid to Ask."  That same Bulletin carried a clever cartoon by Dr. Hopple.  It was an unmistakable image of Dr. Shannon, carrying a bag labeled "Journeyman Plumber."


It was in this general period of 1991 that the Cameo Restaurant, where Rotary had long met, closed its doors.  After much searching and study, it was decided to meet henceforth at the new Pavilion facility, using a caterer.


At the May 21, 1991, meeting Vice-President Tom Greipentrog gave to Tom Kyle our Club banner for presentation to the Zaire, Africa Club when Tom leads a group study exchange team to Zaire in May.


The Rotary Bulletin of June 4, 1991, contained no print at all, but was entirely devoted to sketches of members by Dr. Lynn Hopple, a very accomplished cartoonist indeed.


The June 18th meeting was addressed by Rotarian John Claremont.  His subject "News Media -- Are We Being Told the Truth?"  A most interesting and insightful examination of the public media.  The June 25th meeting was most interesting in that an agent from the Denver office of the Colorado Bureau of Investigation spoke about the Bureau's work and of the sophisticated equipment installed in the Montrose offices, located on the third floor of Montrose Memorial Hospital.  At the end of this meeting, the gavel was passed from President Paul Nystrom to incoming President Tom Greipentrog.


At the June 1991 District Conference in Glenwood Springs three Paul Harris awards were made to Montrose Rotarians: Bob Zimmer, Tom Baird and to Jean Kyle, wife of Past District Governor and local Rotarian, Tom Kyle.


On July 2, the Club heard a most interesting talk by General Claude B. Donovan entitled, "Reflections of the Gulf War."  On July 9, it was reported that the balance in the local Rotary Youth Foundation had reached the figure of $3,200. The objective of the Club is to build the principal to a sum which will produce meaningful interest income for the Club to use in community betterment, with emphasis on youth, but other needs could be considered.  In this period, the Club made a donation of $1000 (not from the foundation) to the Montrose Branch of Mesa College.


On July 30, 1991, Tricia Dickinson, Mayor of Montrose and wife of Rotarian Dr. Ted Dickinson, gave the Club an in depth report on the city affairs.  It was announced at that meeting that the Club had made 25 Paul Harris Fellows, some of whom are now deceased.  Five hundred dollars was authorized as a donation to the fund needed to bring the Colorado Symphony to the Montrose Pavilion in the near future.


At the August 15 meeting, David Reed, Chairman of the Foresight 20-20 Committee presented a program on the planning for Montrose in the coming years.  At the October 29 meeting, a report on the first travelogue series was, and is yet, sponsored by Montrose Rotary.  The December 12, 1991 meeting was a program given by attorney John Overholser, and Jerry Lincoln, judge, on the various methods of resolving disputes in Colorado.


Cindy Bowen, County Commissioner, gave an interesting program on February 4, 1992, in which she gave an in-depth report on the courthouse structural problems, the jail overcrowding, and the criminal justice system here.


The February 18 program was most interesting when Rotary Ann, Lynn Ruyle, gave a run down upon her experiences in Kuwait during the Gulf War.  Lynn is an officer in the National Guard, a registered nurse, and certainly a capable speaker.


On March 10, 1992, Curt Robinson and Lonnie Oldham together gave the Club a program titled, "Montrose Industrial Development -- Past, Present and Future."   M.I.D., as it is usually called, has, over the years, been a big factor in bringing to Montrose firms and businesses which give employment.  And from this presentation, we can feel that greater things are coming in the future.  Rotarians have, over the years, been very much involved.


The report in the Bulletin of March 10 listed a number of financial gifts which the Board approved, including a $1000 gift for a scholarship to a student in vocational studies.  It would be interesting to have a total on the gifts and grants which Montrose Rotary has made over the years; certainly it would run into the many, many thousands of dollars.


It seems that Kelvin Kent has been in interesting places all over the world and on April 7, 1992, he and his wife, Becky, regaled us with a most interesting story of their recent trip to Nepal.


Dr. Tom Chamberlain was designated the representative to the Rotary International Convention which will be held in Orlando, Florida in June.


One of the interesting and good changes taking place in our society in recent times was the subject of an address by Jane Pritzel with the title, "Smoking in the Workplace."  She gave the history of the great movement to discourage smoking and the progress which has been made.  In this connection it should be noted that smoking is, by the observation of this reporter, entirely absent from Rotary meetings, a great good change in all respects most would agree.


Philosophy printed in the Bulletin:  "Rotarians strive to create order where there is chaos, beauty where there is ugliness, fellowship where there is loneliness and misunderstanding, and health and happiness where there is poverty and disease."


The June 9 program was by Joe Shapiro, a self-described bank robber gone straight.  His talk, entitled "Handling the Crisis Before, During and After," was a most interesting and instructive discourse on how to prevent crimes to property.


Rotary again sponsored the circus in town on June 10 and attendance was good, with a most satisfactory sum of funds raised for the Club's work.


At the July 7, 1992, meeting, President Tom Greipentrog turned the gavel over to incoming President Tom Kearney.  Congratulations were expressed to the retiring president for a very fine year of leadership.  In the Bulletin:  "Let us endeavor so to live that when we come to die even the undertaker will be sorry."  And, "Always do right.  This will gratify some people, and astonish others."


The Bulletin of July 21, 1992, carries the financial report on the Montrose Rotary Club Youth Foundation, Inc. and shows an asset balance of $5,335, which is an increase of over $3,000 from the same date last year.


The program of July 28 was of interest to all members of the Club when local attorney Ted Brooks spoke on "Colorado Water Conservation District."  Over many years, Ted has been a leader in the struggle to protect Western Colorado water rights and his presentation brought us up to date in this matter.


On August 11, 1992, Rotarian Paul Nystrom and his musical group entertained the Club.  Always well received, this was a most enjoyable, relaxing meeting.


On August 18, Ruth Miller of Ouray spoke to us in an address entitled, "Reminiscences of Early Day Ouray."  Mrs. Miller was born in 1903 at the Camp Bird mine and gave us some wonderful glimpses of her early life in the area.  She went to school at the now vanished town of Portland which was located between Ouray and Ridgway.  She also played her violin, which is a very valuable instrument, made in Germany in 1747.  The Ouray area has much fascinating history and it was a delightful program.  From that day's Bulletin:  "Each Rotarian is a connecting link between the idealism of Rotary and his profession."  The author of that statement was Paul Harris.


The September 22, 1992, program was by Rotarian Dr. Tom Chamberlain.  His program title was "AIDS -- Will It Affect You?"  A very interesting program from a medical man who has insight to spare, and a scary program, too.


On December 8, State Senator Sam Cassidy spoke on "State of the State," an interesting insight into the legislature and its workings by an insider.  The Bel Canto Singers, from the local high school and directed by Dave Baugess, also entertained the Club.  This group has entertained the Club several times in the past and they are always enjoyed and appreciated.


The December 22 program was held in the evening instead of at noon and was the annual Christmas party held at the Pavilion.  There was an excellent dinner with entertainment by Mary Ann Quint, vocalist, and by Paul Nystrom and his group.  A notable, enjoyable evening.


The last meeting of 1992, on December 29, featured Paul Kruenval, Rotary Exchange student from Sweden. His topic, "Swedish Culture" was most interesting with narrative in good English and a presentation of color slides.


Our calendar year 1993 began with the January 5 meeting which was addressed by State Representative Steve Aquafresca on "Legislative Priorities for 1993."  From the Bulletin of that date:  "Rotary is an organization of business and professional persons united worldwide who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations and help build good will and peace in the world."  The author of that statement was R.I. President Cliff Dochterman.


The insert in the Bulletin of January 12, giving minutes of the last Rotary Board meeting, lists a number of awards and gifts made by our Club to worthy causes and persons.  It contains the information that the travelogue series will be sponsored again this year and notes that our exchange student, Peter Kruenval from Sweden, will be moving from the home of the Ericksons to the Zentmeyers and then to the Oldhams.  The minutes of the monthly Board meeting are published by Executive Director Rick Bleier and included in a Bulletin for all members to use.


On January 12, Dr. Bob Collins addressed the Club on "State of the Schools," an update on our school district remodeling and building which resulted from the bond election and which Rotary and Rotarians guided through the election process.


In January, the custom of "The Truth About..." was resumed.  This is a three minute background of two Rotarians, each giving information about the other.  Sometimes these have been more or less of a "roast" and quite amusing.


The February 2 program was given by Curtis Robinson on Montrose Rotary Youth Foundation."  Curtis reviewed the purposes of the foundation, which briefly stated, is to accumulate a sizable capital sum, the interest from which will enable Montrose Rotary to take an even greater influence for good and progress in the community, with emphasis on youth, but including other areas.  At the conclusion of his presentation, Curtis announced that a Rotarian had pledged $10,000 to the Foundation if it would be matched by others in the Club by a stated date.  This challenge was met and exceeded, resulting in over $20,000 being added to the corpus of the foundation.  It turned out that the challenge was made by Curtis himself and the Club heartily thanked him for this generosity.


In late 1992, Bulletin editor Lou Keehfuss began running "teasers" of articles in the current issues of the Rotarian magazine, with intent to encourage readership by Club members.


On March 30, David Masters of the Academic Booster Club gave a talk "Ten Years Later," which reviewed the accomplishments of the Booster organization.  This is a favorite movement with Rotarians, it having been conceived and started by Rotarians, notably by Dr. Ted Dickinson.


Congressman Scott McInnis made a report on actions of the state government to a joint meeting of service clubs at the Pavilion.


April 13, 1993, Rudolph Huter of Germany spoke on "Rotary in Germany Today and Bringing Rotary to the Former East Germany."  He was hosted and introduced by Steve Mathis, who has made several Rotary related trips to Germany.


Tim Kylle spoke to the Club on May 4 concerning aspen harvest management.  This is a very interesting topic to Montroseans because of the controversy concerning limiting the harvest of aspen and the consequent possible loss of the industry here.


One of the real advancements realized by Montrose is the establishment of the Mesa State College branch here.  Dr. Kieft, President of Mesa State, addressed the Club on May 16 on this topic.


On June 1, Steve Mathis introduced Tim Force, a local pigeon racing enthusiast, who gave a most interesting program upon this sport, and indeed the vital communication service which the pigeons have given over the centuries.  June 29 was another pure entertainment program when the Western Hotel Players of Ouray delighted members with music and Ouray history.  Also at this meeting, President Tom Kearney passed the gavel to incoming President Ross Turner.  Tom was complimented upon his very successful year as president of the Club.  The Bulletin insert on that day was the minutes of the last Board meeting, which listed another series of gifts and awards made by Rotary to the community.


The July 20 meeting featured Cliff Baldridge, designated historian of the Club, giving excerpts, many of them amusing, from the early  years of Rotary in Montrose.  From the Bulletin of that date:  "We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit."  The author -- Aristotle.


August 3, 1993, there was no noon meeting of the Club, but members met with families for a picnic at Riverbottom Park.  This was the second annual summer picnic and was well attended.  In addition to a delicious meal, there was entertainment, including tethered balloon rides.


Sam Suplizio of Grand Junction, a former professional baseball player and founder of the annual Junior College Baseball Tournament in Grand Junction, spoke with baseball as his principal topic.  Most interesting.  From the Bulletin of that date:  "Humor and laughter help us go about our serious work of service.  Humor keeps our spirits up, sustains us when we meet setbacks, and diminishes any discouragement we might feel when measuring the immense magnitude of the tasks Rotarians have taken on.  Rotarians know that we cannot laugh away the world's problems.  But armed with confidence, a determined spirit of service, and a gentle sense of humor, we can bring smiles into the lives of millions of people."  Author -- Robert R. Barth, President of Rotary International.


The Club was entertained and informed at the September 7, 1993 meeting when Girts and Carol Krumins spoke of their months spent in Latvia.  The picture conveyed by the Krumins was one of hope and encouragement for the future of Girt's native land.  Elections were held during their stay with some 55 international observers, who declared the election completely fair and open.


Girts was invited to come to Latvia by the World Federation of Free Latvians to give counsel and aid in re-establishing the free market economy and democratic government to the formerly Communist dominated country.  He was impressed most favorably with the progress being made in both areas and seemed confident that Latvia (in contrast to some of the former Communist bloc countries), would rapidly recover.  There exists the handicap of run down and obsolete infrastructure and factory equipment, but this is being addressed.  Human rights are fully respected and they are moving rapidly and confidently away from all aspects of Communism.  A most informative program.


Emily Schneider (Mrs. Tom Wiard), is editing the Club Bulletin and comes up with some very interesting "fillers."  She suggests that some names of members lend themselves to creative interpretation:  KEEHfuss: a chaotic search for keys; BARKley: a tree hugger; DUNlap: all finished running the course; DUTCHer, a cheap or shared date, etc.


The long standing practice of entertaining a top senior student from the high school at the weekly luncheon (with parents invited and honored) continues.  A Polaroid picture is always taken of the presentation to the student, following the introduction and the relating of his or her academic and extracurricular activities.  The newspaper is quite cooperative in publishing the picture and the material.  Just another method of Rotary supporting excellence in education, along with supporting the Academic Booster Club work.


For the September 14, 1993, Bulletin, Frank Starr submitted the following truism:  "We have not inherited the earth from our fathers.  We are borrowing it from our children."  Our Rotarian Bulletin also carries each week a list of the assignments, such as Greeter, Invocation, Song Leader, Rotary Information, etc. for both the current meeting and for the next week, to put the individual Rotarian on notice.


District Governor L. Lee Harris visited the Club on September 28 and held meetings with the Board of the Club.


Marilyn Cox, curator of the Montrose Museum, spoke most interestingly to the Club about the activities of the museum, located in the old railroad depot.  That week our Bulletin editor filled space with quotes from some church bulletins:  "The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind and they may be seen in the church basement on Friday afternoons."  And this one:  "This afternoon there will be a baptismal in the South and North ends of the church.  Children will be baptized at both ends."  And finally:  "This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Johnson to come forward and lay an egg on the altar."  There were several more, perhaps too warm to print in an historical record!


Rick Bleier, Executive Director of our Club, instituted a practice of including a report of the monthly Board meeting as an insert in the Bulletin on the Tuesday following the Board meetings.  This reporting was to keep the membership fully informed of Board actions.


For the November 2, 1993, program, Lonnie Oldham introduced our Rotary Exchange Student from the Netherlands, Anne Margo Reintsema, who gave a very interesting address concerning her native area.  It is almost always noted by our members how well these foreign young people handle our English language.


On November 23, 1993, Johnny Stevens, an officer of the Telluride Ski Resort, addressed the Club most interestingly about the successes and the problems of that community.  He stressed the importance to Telluride of Montrose, with its service and transportation facilities.


The Bulletin of November 23 carried a philosophical statement contributed by Rotarian Kelvin Kent, attributed to Charles Swindoll.  "The longer I live the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do.  It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill.  It will make or break a company...a church...a home.   The remarkable thing is, we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day.  We cannot change our past...we cannot change the fact that people will act in certain ways.  We cannot change the inevitable.  The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude.  I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it."


Rotarian Dr. Paul Wiesner, ophthalmologist, gave the program on November 30, in which he recounted the experiences of a stay on the Turk and Cicos Islands.  Dr. Wiesner went there to lend his professional services to the people, which he did, but also toured the areas, finding them desolate, without a viable economy, and not a very interesting place to go for a vacation experience.


There was no Rotary meeting at noon on December 7, 1993, as the annual Christmas party was held in the evening.  A most enjoyable, successful event for all who attended.


The Rotary programs of December 14 and that of the 21st, were both concerned with Colorado's natural resources.  The meeting of the 7th was addressed by Ken Salazar, Director of the Colorado Department of Natural Resources.  His address was heavily slanted toward the resource of water and the history of expensive legislation between the Eastern and the Western slope over water allocation.  Mr. Salazar came down strongly upon the belief that the Eastern Slope communities should look to their own areas for water resources, and to conservation, to solve their needs.  This type of message is, of course, exceedingly well received here.  The program speaker on the 21st was cattle feeder and stockman Marshall Collins, who spoke eloquently and with knowledge concerning the Clinton administration plans for use of the public lands.  The effects of such a plan would be disastrous to rural communities in our area and every effort must be made to get the language changed.  Very informative and from one who has been closely involved.


Also on the 21st, a member of the Board of our Montrose Rotary Youth Foundation reported, following a meeting that morning of the Board, that plans for a Rotary sponsored, City owned recreation area at Cerro Summit were progressing; the City being well along with land acquisition moves and the County having committed to assistance with snow removal on parking lots, etc.  Public announcements will follow at a later date.


The final meeting of 1993, and perhaps the final meeting to be reported by this writer of the Rotary History, was addressed by a physician, Dr. James Lauer, who spoke on the topic, "Attention Deficit Disorder -- Fact or Fiction."


Montrose Rotary has, over the years, enjoyed the artistic talents of two members who have, during meetings, sketched the likeness of other Rotarians.  These sketches or cartoons, often humorous, were, from time to time, printed in the Bulletin for the enjoyment of members.


Rotarian Dr. Bob Brethouwer started these cartoons a number of years ago, but they were not preserved.  In recent times, the practice has been revived by Rotarian Dr. Lynn Hopple and on the following inserts are reproduced a number of his sketches, all of which bear a close resemblance to the individual Rotarian subject.   It is hoped that he will continue sketching and that his caricatures will be preserved for Rotarians to enjoy.

*******************************


As I complete the assignment given me by the Board of Montrose Rotary in recording as best I can the history of our Club, from inception through the year 1993, I would again express thanks to Rotarian Harold Westesen for his assistance in the task of going through the very great stack of seventy-two years of The Daily Press newspaper files.


Also, many thanks to publisher and Rotarian Scott Allen for giving access to the files.


Having been a member of our Club for fifty of those seventy-two years, I have found great pleasure in this task, and it is my hope that some member of our Club will continue to chronicle interesting actions and events of the community and of Montrose Rotary in the future.


As this work is completed through 1993, our Club is found to be vital and active in service above self.  The building of the endowment fund in the Montrose Rotary Youth Foundation is well under way and our Club is busily preparing to host the District Conference in 1995.


Montrose Rotary will soon be planning for its seventy-fifth anniversary and laying plans to serve into and through the next century!

Clifford E. Baldridge

(Please see the following pages for caricatures of a number of Rotarians drawn by Dr. Lynn Hopple.  A name key for identification preceeds the drawings).
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