
 

districts participate in the 

great event.  We hope to 

see you there! 

 
Happy New Year to all! 

Yours in Rotary, 

Steve Berg 

The first weekend in De-
cember we traveled to 

Grand Junction to partici-
pate in the interviews of 
students who applied to 

be Rotary Youth Exchange 
students in 2011-2012.  If 
you ever are discouraged 
about young people, a 

weekend like this will 
erase all your doubts 
about the future of our 

world.  They are the 
brightest and the bravest.  
If all students went to a 

foreign country and lived 

there for a year, there 
would never be another 

war. 

 
The rest of the month we 
have been preparing for 
the Foundation Dinner on 

January 7, 2011.  Rotary 
International President 
Ray Klinginsmith is the 
keynote speaker at the 

dinner and will open the 
seminar on Saturday 
morning with his thoughts 

about the future of the 

Rotary Foundation.  Four 

District Governors December Message 
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District 5470 PDG passes away 

PDG Gene Vories learned that PDG Tom Evans died on December 11th 
in Texas from his wife Judy, some of you may have also received this 
news as well.  In recent months he has not been well.  Many of us were 
on Tom's weekly (daily) E-mail joke list....  Tom carried forward the 3H 
MEXAM project during his year. 
  

Darlene and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Scott Allen 
PO Box 2265 
Monument, CO 80132 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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This is a photo at the Dec. 7th meeting of the Rocky Ford Rotary Club 

Special showing the Washington Primary School Storytellers, an extra -

curricular group of second graders who practice before school and present 

musical skits with dance and dialogue. They were premiering their holiday 

show, ñA Beary, Beary Christmasò 

with member portraying all kinds of 

bears, from Teddy to Kodiak, Polar 

to Panda with a variety of musical 

styles from Waltz to Hip Hop. Two 

Rotarians who can be seen watching 

the show are Dave Stengl, left, a 

second generation member, and Brad 

Bruseulas, right, club PE.   
 

J.R. Thompson  

Rocky Ford Rotary Club PR chair  

Story Tellers in Rocky Ford 

District 5470 Literacy Corner 

 

Improving LiveséOne Person At A Time!  
By Kay Gentry, Crested Butte 

District Literacy Committee 
 

In the United States, our educational system is important to the success of our personal lives, com-

munities and that of our nation.  Imagine for a moment how different our lives might be without the 

advantage of an education.   We would not be able to read safety signs, fill out insurance forms, drive 

a car, read voting materials, vote, work or even shop for food without the fear of being taken advan-

tage of by those that were able to read and write. 
 

Take rural Cambodia for instance.  This under-developed country has a 

literacy rate of approximately 55%.  This means that 45 people out of 100 

cannot read, write or do math to a functional level.  Today, 25% of 

women aged 45 years or older have never even attended school one day 

in their lives. 
 

When the Rotary Club of Crested Butte, heard of an educationally un-

derserved population in Kep, near the Cambodia-Vietnamese border, Ro-

tarians rallied to support the area through a small literacy project.  The club provided printed non-

formal education materials for the women students; supplied with books, Rotary dictionaries and 

magazines for the community Cambodian-English library; and an after-school reading program was 

started for the children. 
 

One success story was reported from a woman who had regularly been cheated at the market.  After 

attending class and learning her numbers she was now able to buy food for her family at the correct 

prices and thus helped improve her familyõs socioeconomic situation. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP MARKETPLACE 
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Last month I wrote about focus groups that RI had convened to reflect on membership re-
cruitment.  Their report listed the following as non-Rotarian one word responses to describe 
us:  old, male, inflexible, elitist, exclusive, secretive.  Ouch!  That does not describe me and 
my club members.  Does it describe your club members? 
 

Focus groups shed light on issues affecting membership recruitment (Part II)  
Actively addressing the perception of an old, male, inflexible, elite, exclusive, and secretive 
club ð whether any of these words describe your club or not ð is an important part of edu-
cating the public about Rotary. Think about what this means for your club, and consider the 
following: 

 Open participation in a particular service project to the public. Post information about the 
project on local bulletin boards or online forums, and invite community members to come 
out and help. The exposure and word of mouth about what Rotarians do will boost Rotaryôs 
public presence, and you might even interest someone in club membership. 

 Be proactive about making your club and its members more visible throughout your 
community. Join your local chamber of commerce. Exhibit at community fairs or open 
houses. Display your promotional materials in new businesses. 

 Make a commitment as a club to increasing your flexibility. Think again about your re-
sponse to the statement, ñYou donôt need to join Rotary to help your community.ò How can 
your club demonstrate that you offer a modern, innovative approach to service?  

 Be creative with your community service projects. Try at least one new project every 
year, and make sure it is meeting an important local need.    
Find the full Non-Rotarian Focus Groups Comprehensive Report 2008-09 and 2009-10 on 
the RI website. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
If you adopt any of the above suggestions, please let me know.  Do you have any member-
ship news you would like to share?  Please contact Sarah Bishop, District 5470 Member-
ship Committee chair, 970-527-6675  sbishop@tds.net.  

The Foundation Dinner 
A Celebration of The Rotary Foundation 

and Its Contributors 
Keynote Speaker and Special Guest 

RI President Ray Klinginsmith  
Friday, January 7, 2011 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION  
Registration for both events may be done online at 

www.rotary5450.org. 

 

Presidentôs Dinner: $55 per person, $550 per full table 

Foundation Seminar: $25 per person 

 

Both of these events will take place at the 

Denver Tech Center Marriott 

Rotary Foundation  
Seminars  

 

Seminar One designed for Rotarians with 2 years or 

less in Rotary and for those who need to explain The 

Rotary Foundation to others. 

Come prepared to learn everything you ever wanted to 

know about our Foundation. We welcome your 

questions. 
 

Seminar Two designed specifically for experienced 

Rotarians and Club and District Leadership. Come 

prepared to be updated on the latest developments from 

The Rotary Foundation. 
 

Saturday, January 8, 2011 

Plated Breakfast 7:30 am 

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/9310163:11543945570:m:1:994838107:5A4716F4F45D2443B1E020DBD0EC944B
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District 5470 New Member Page 

Last Name  First Name  Rotary  Club    Date  Joined 

Congratulations to the following clubs with new members.  Listed below is the number of 

new members these clubs have initiated since July 24th, 2010. 

Palisade Sunrise 26 Florence  3 Colorado Springs 1 

Salida  8 Rifle 2 Durango 1 

North Colordao Springs 8 Durango Rotaract 2 Edwards 1 

Durango High Noon 6 Pagosa Mtn. Morning 2 Minnequa  1 

Telluride 6 Pueblo West 2 Crested Butte 1 

Pueblo 43 5 Grand Junction Horizon 2 Dolores 1 

Colorado College Rotaract 5 Limon 2 Club Rotario 1 

Delta 5 Paonia 2 Carbondale/Mt. Sopris 1 

Glenwood Springs 4 Edwards 1 Burlingtion 1 

Aspen  4 Grand Junction 1 Snowmass Village 1 

Montrose 4 La Junta 1 Buena Vista 1 

Broadmoor District 4 East Colorado Springs 1     

President-Elect Training Seminar (PETS)   

An important weekend is coming up.  PLEASE MARK February 25-26-27 on your 2011 calendar 

NOW.  That is the weekend of the President-Elect Training Seminar (PETS).  This is the event 

where our upcoming Club Presidents receive their training in how to lead their clubs through a pro-

ductive and successful year.  There is a stellar line-up of speakers and discussion leaders scheduled 

for PETS, including the President-Elect of Rotary International, Kalyan Banerjee. 
 

President-Elect Nominees are also warmly encouraged to attend.  Club Presidents who attended this 

event twice (as PEN prior to attending as PE) report getting much more out of the training.  On-line 

Registration for PETS will open Dec. 1st.  Watch your e-mail for complete information coming 

soon. 
 

Roger Ptolemy,  DGE 

Grignano Dana East Colorado Springs 11/29/2010 

Tindall John Carbondale/Mt. Sopris 12/2/2010 

DeVilbiss Julie Paonia 12/2/2010 

McClelland Lance North Colorado Springs 12/5/2010 

Remington Valerie North Colorado Springs 12/5/2010 

Speicher Jeffrey Durango 12/7/2010 

Korleski Daniel  Broadmoor District 12/16/2010 

Vujcich Peter Broadmoor District 12/16/2010 

Epp Martin Salida 12/20/2010 

Natali Dennis Broadmoor District 12/21/2010 
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c ome join the fun at Purgatory at Durango Mountain Resort on Saturday 
February 12 for a fun day at the mountain! 

At 4:00 p.m., over 100 giant red exercise balls will be rolled down the 
slopes. Buy a ticket in advance for only $5 that adopts two of the balls for you. On Sat­urday February 

12, spend the day at the mountain before the balls roll. You can participate in 
the NASTAR ski race and enjoy skiing in the beautiful San Juan Mountains. Af-
ter skiing, root for your balls to come in 1st, 2nd or 3rd. Cash prizes are 

awarded on the spot for $5,000, $2,000 and $1,000! 

To find out where to get your ticket, visit www.durangoredball.com and click 
on Tickets. You will also see Red Ball Express ticket sellers in the community 
over the next couple of months leading up to the 
event. Tickets will be sold right up until the balls 
roll on February 12 and will be available at the 
mountain the day of the event. 

Spedal thanks to our sponsors:                   

Wells Fargo Bank,  
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Fac-

tory,  
M2 Midstream Momentum En-

ergy Group,  
Purgatory at Durango Mountain 

Resort,  
Four Corners Broadcasting,  

TRAVELHOST Magazine of Four 
Corners.  

Balls Funneling to Finish Line Photo Courtesy 

Ottie Otterstein  

Red Balls Riding the Ski 

Lift to Starting Gate Photo 

Courtesy Durango Mountain 

2010 First Place Winner Britney 

Hanson accepting her prize. Photo 

Red 

Balls 

Prior to 

the 

Launch 

Photo 

Cour-

tesy 

Tim 

Wals-

worth  

Red Ball Express ðSaturday February 12, at 4:00 p.m.  

Purgatory at Durango Mountain Resort  
Win $5,000, $2,000 or $1,000 Cash!!!  

Proceeds from ticket sa les support the 

good works of the four Rotary Clubs of La 
Plata County, and Rotaract as well as the programs 

of our nonprofit partners who help people in 
need each and every day. Win big cash prizes and 

help keep La Plata County a great place to visit! 

Visit www.durangoredball.com to learn more. 

http://www.durangoredball.com
http://www.durangoredball.com
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ROTARYõS ANNUAL SKI MEET and RACING EVENT 
FEBRUARY 12, 2011 10:30am to 1:30p.m. 

Purgatory at Durango Mountain Resort, Durango, Colorado  

REGISTRATION 
($10.00 per Skier, does not include Purgatory ski pass) 

Rotary Club Name:___________________________________________________ 

   Mailing Address:__________________ 

   City__________________________ State__________ Zip_________  

   Team Captain:_____________________________ 

   Phone:   Day__________________ Eve____________________   

   Email_____________________________________________________ 

          

(Five minimum skiers per team; unlimited # of skiers per team) 

RACER NAME                                ADDRESS______________________PHONE 

1.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

2.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

3.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

4.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

5.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

6.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

7.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

8.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

9.__________________________/______________________________/________ 

10._________________________/______________________________/________ 

11._________________________/______________________________/________ 

12._________________________/______________________________/________ 

13._________________________/______________________________/________ 

14._________________________/______________________________/________ 

(Use reverse side for additional names and addresses) 

                                                                 
Return form to: Ottie Otterstein, Rotary Ski Meet, 173 Hogs are Beautiful , Bayfield, 

CO 81122,  Phone: 970-884-8021; Cell 970-759-6884; or Email: otterstein@skywerx.com. Team 

Registration, NASTAR forms, and skier fees must be provided by January 28, 2010  

 

mailto:otterstein@skywerx.com
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ROTARYõS RED BALL EXPRESS  

ANNUAL SKI MEET & RACING EVENT 
Purgatory at Durango Mountain Resort, Durango, Colo-

rado  

 
Rotary & civic clubs, participating non profit organizations, 

corporate sponsors, businesses, and other groups: 

 
On February 12, 2011 the 9th Annual RED BALL EX-

PRESS event gets under way, sponsored by  Wells Fargo 

Bank and the four Rotary Clubs of La Plata County, Colo-

rado as a major fund raising event by racing over 100 giant 

red exercise balls down the ski slopes at Purgatory for 

chances to win $5,000, $2000, and $1000.  Rotary has 

partnered with local health and human service related not 

for profit organizations to benefit this event.  Again this 

year, an Annual Ski Meet & Racing Event addition to the 

fun and excitement for all family members and guests is 

scheduled from 10:30a.m. to 1:30p.m. at the NASTAR Ski 

Racing Course with ski racing medals and trophies given 

away at 3:30pm at the base of the mountain event tents 

where there will be live entertainment and door prizes. 

 
Youõre invited to participate in The Annual Ski Meet & 

Racing Event which is open to all Rotary Clubs, civic clubs, 

Red Ball Express participating non profit organizations, 

major sponsors and corporate sponsors, and other groups 

from the public interested in organizing a racing team.  All 

ages and any level of skier or snowboarder are eligible to 

participate on a team.  Each team requires a minimum of 

five skiers with unlimited # of skiers per team.  Each skier 

will be required to individually pre-register and check-in 

for the NASTAR racing event with Purgatory at the Para-

dise race course shack with race time from 10:30a.m. to 

2:00p.m. and will do a total of two separate course runs.  

The best time from each run will be selected to be eligible 

towards best team times and best individual times.  The 

cost is $10.00 per individual skier, Purgatory ski pass is 

not included. 

 
Numerous trophies and medals will be awarded.  Rotary 

club teams will compete for a huge traveling Rotary ski 

trophy whereby the winning team will have the club name 

and year engraved and be allowed to keep the trophy for 

a year.  2nd and 3rd place Rotary trophies will also be 

awarded.   Civic club, sponsors, and all other group teams 

will also compete for a large winning team trophy to be 

kept permanently by the winning team.  First, second & 

third place individual trophies for men, women, and teens.  

Boys and Girls first, second and third place medals for 

winning children 12 years old and younger.  NASTAR ski 

medals will also be given to all qualifying racers.   

 
Registration of teams required as per attached Registra-

tion Form.  Please provide Team Captain Name and email 

address.  More information contact: Ottie Otterstein, 

President, Pine River Valley Centennial Rotary Club, 173 

Hogs are Beautiful, Bayfield, CO 81122.  Phone: 970-884-

8021; Cell 970-759-6884; or Email: otter-

stein@skywerx.com.  

mailto:otterstein@skywerx.com
mailto:otterstein@skywerx.com


with other Rotarians you donôt know 
(but are about to) or just hanging with 
us at our Welcome Party on Jan. 30, 
Joint Rotary Meeting (breakfast) on 
February 2, Gala on February 5é.all 
at the St. Regis Aspen Resort.  Our 
hosts are Aspen and Snowmass Vil-
lage Rotary Clubsé.and our purpose 
besides having fun and fellowship is 
to raise money for the local Adaptive 
Ski programé.this time it is Chal-
lenge Aspen.  Please read the at-
tached flyer, check out the website at 
www.isfrski.org (then click on events, 
then on Aspen , and you will get the 
whole itinerary for the week) and 
think about coming over for a day or 
two or threeé..There is something 
fun happening EVERY DAY OF THE 
WEEK!.  We have TEN (now maybe 
14) people from Telluride Rotary Club 
coming mostly for the whole 
weeké.a couple from Vail, Steve and 
Mary Berg from La Juntaé..whatôs 
missing is YOU! 

We are down to the wire for possibili-
ties of attending any aspect of the 
International Skiing Fellowship of 
Rotarians Ski Week in As-
pené..everyone is arriving January 
30 for a spectacular week of skiing 
and other activities and YOU and 
your club members can still be a part 
of this!   If you want to take advan-
tage of LIFT TICKETS FOR $42 per 
day for any Rotarians, the DEAD-
LINE IS JANUARY 4 .  After that date 
itôs back up to $98.  If you have 
wanted to ski Aspen (any of four 
mountains) and donôt have a pass, 
here is your chanceé.pricing will 
never be cheaper.  Lodging is sold 
out so I cannot offer that to you, but 
you can stay outside Aspen for less 
costéeven all the way to Glenwood 
Springsé.OR just come for the day!  

We have Rotarians from every part of 
the USA , most of Canada , and sev-
eral from Germany , Norway , Rus-
sia , Suriname , Australia and 
more.  What a fun way to enjoy skiing 

Please let me know if you have ques-
tionsé..and you might take 
noteé.although not yet actually 
CONFIRMED, we are hoping to bring 
ALL OF OUR INBOUND RYE KIDS 
for their REQUIRED WINTER ORI-
ENTATION to show off at the 
GALAé.Snowmass Village Rotary 
Club has found lodging, had lift tick-
ets donated from Aspen Ski Co., and 
we are working out final details to 
make it happené..so someone from 
your area just might HAVE TO COME 
in order to bring your inbound RYE 
studenté.I hope to have the final 
word on this in a day or two more. 
Looking forward to seeing what the 
local Rotary Clubs in Aspen and 
Snowmass Village can make happen 
for this great group of skiers from 
around the world!!  I I hope you might 
be able to join us! 
 

Marilyn Branch, Tour Director 
International Skiing Fellowship of 
Rotarians ï ISFR 

International Skiing Fellowship of Rotarians Ski Week in Aspen  
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Pagosa Springs Colorado has taken an 

unusual step in befriending a similar 

community in the mountains of Paki-

stan, the Gurais Valley. This remote 

valley of Pakistan is effectively cut-off 

from the world during the winter 

when the one road leading to the 

valley is blocked by snow and land-

slides. There is no telephone service 

and no central electricity system in 

the Gurais Valley. There are no phy-

sicians, medical clinics or nurses. 
 Building better relations 

with the Muslim and Non-Muslim 

worlds requires improving under-

standing between the two worlds. So 

that residents of the Gurais Valley 

and Southwest Colorado may under-

stand each other better, several pro-

jects have been undertaken. The Ro-

tary clubs in Pagosa Springs, with help 

from Rotary clubs throughout South-

west Colorado, are currently asking 

for donations to provide a mobile 

health clinic and a science curriculum 

for 11th and 12th grade students in the 

Gurais Valley. Providing a high school 

science curriculum is the first step in 

training nurses and doctors from this 

remote region. 
 The story of these two sis-

ter communities located on opposite 

sides of the world has spread across 

Pakistan and into neighboring Muslim 

countries. This unique relationship 

will hopefully lead to the realization 

that there is plenty of room in this 

world for peaceful coexistence of the 

Muslim and Non-Muslim communi-

ties. 

One Colorado Rotary Club is Building World Peace 

òOne Community at a Timeó 

Women in prenatal midwifery training. 

Girls with books from Pagosa Springs 

http://www.isfrski.org/


ISFR SKI WEEK IN ASPEN 

Page 9 Volume 2, Issue 6 

LAST CHANCE 

 

JANUARY 30 ð FEBRUARY 6 

 
YOU can still get lift tickets at the special  

ROTARIAN DISCOUNT 

$42 per day 

Deadline to order is January 4!! 

After that they are $98 per day!! 

 
You can also come and join us for any part of the weeké

discounted lodging is GONE, but you can come for a day, 

an evening, a couple of dayséand make your own lodging 

arrangements, even in Glenwood Springs. 

 

Check the website:  ISFRSKI.ORG, click on EVENTS, 
then on ASPEN; you can check out all the events for the 

whole week and join us whenever it works for you! 

 

BUT, you have to register for those eventsédonõt be  

LEFT OUT!  Check it out TODAY! 

 

Or you can call / e-mail  

MARILYN   970-708-2202 

branchm@telluridecolorado.net  

mailto:branchm@telluridecolorado.net


Quad-District Rotary Foundation Dinner and Seminar 
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Signs for the Florence / East-

ern Fremont County Rotary 

Club are hard to miss ï theyôre 

attached to an old school bus 

converted into a rolling salute 

to the Denver Broncos. 

 Ten-year Rotarian, 

devoted Denver Bronco fan 

and 20-year season ticket 

holder Larry Lasha owns the 

1980 International that used to 

roll into Denver to serve as 

tailgate headquarters for the 

Broncosô home games. These 

days, it often is seen around 

town and the county advertis-

ing Rotary events. 

 Years ago, Lasha and 

three buddies cooked up the 

idea of a big bus for tailgate 

parties, and in 2000, they pur-

chased the former school trans-

port and began the hard work 

of transforming it into a Bron-

cos shrine. 

 They took out the old 

benches and installed first-

class airline seats. They cut off 

the back of the bus to create a 

patio complete with grill, in-

stalled new wood flooring, car-

pets and a stereo system. They 

used gallons of blue and or-

ange paint to adorn the bus, 

along with massive Bronco 

logos and authentic player sig-

natures. 

 For years, Lasha 

headed up the group trips to 

Denver as well as the mouth-

watering menu of fine cuisine 

and beverages. The 

Bronco Bus was the envy 

of fellow tailgaters 

parked at Invesco Field at 

Mile High, with the de-

lightful aroma of Lashaôs 

homemade chili wafting 

across the sea of blue and 

orange. 

 While the bus served 

as his personal recreational 

machine, Lashaôs more serious 

side showed in his hard work 

during his recent eight-year 

stint as Fremont County Com-

missioner. Previously, he en-

joyed a long career as Colo-

rado Springs firefighter and 

assistant fire chief. He also 

served as Florence City Man-

ager and is a diehard Florence 

High School Huskies fan, but 

who can blame him? He is, 

after all, an FHS graduate. 

 

WELCOME the Florence Rotary Club bus 

Good day Rotarians!  

Now is the time to register for the Founda-
tion Dinner and Seminar scheduled for Janu-

ary 7 and 8, 2011.   The keynote speaker  is 

RI President Ray Klinginsmith.  

Go to www.rotary5470.org an click on the link to sign 

up. 

We look forward to seeing you at this great celebra-
tion of the Rotary Foundation and its contributors. 

 
Mary Berg 

District 5470 

January 7-8, 2011  

Meet R.I. President Ray Klinginsmith  

Dinner $ 55.00/person; $ 550.00/Table 

for 10  

$ 25.00/person Saturday Foundation 

Seminar  

 

Register ONLINE TODAY:  

www.rotary5450.org/events/

Foundation  

Special Room Rates at the 

Denver Marriott Tech Center  

Call 1-800-266-9432 for reservation  

http://www.rotary5470.org
http://www.rotary5450.org/events/Foundation
http://www.rotary5450.org/events/Foundation

