
Itôs hard to believe the first quarter of our Rotary 

year is completed.  (And the first month of the sec-

ond quarter is almost over!)  Time has absolutely 

flown by!  The ñofficial visitsò have been completed.  

It was so much fun visiting each of our 45 clubs.  I 

have gotten really far behind in my ñthank youò notes.  So let me take 

this opportunity to say ñThank Youò to all of you for the wonderful 

gifts that you have been kind enough to give.  I really appreciate the 

thoughts and kindness.   

October is ñVocational Serviceò Month for Rotary.  I hope all of our 

clubs took the opportunity to highlight this avenue of service this 

month.  It seems to be a forgotten avenue at times.  It is the basis for 

membership.  Each classification in a Rotary club represents the best 

of what its community has to offer.  When is the last time your club 

completed a classification survey?  Are there any vocations not rep-

resented in your club?  If it has been awhile since your club has 

taken the time to complete one of these surveys, you may want to 

complete one soon.  It can help you focus on bringing in new mem-

bers to strengthen your club and ensures that your club is truly repre-

sentative of your community. 

Have you used this month to mentor to a young person?  An advan-

tage of our classification system is that it can be used to help young 

people who are entering our professions.  We provide examples to 

younger generations in our everyday lives.  As Rotarians, we have 

the added opportunity to teach our ideals of service and our high 
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ethical standards to others.  Our clubs who have sponsored Rotaract and In-

teract clubs in their communities have an excellent opportunity to mentor 

these young people.  Clubs can also help by sponsoring job fairs or even in-

formational meetings on various careers.  There are many opportunities for 

Vocational Service.  The question is: Are we making the most of those oppor-

tunities? 

Looking ahead, next month is Rotaryôs ñFoundation Monthò.  Please register 

TODAY for our Districtôs Foundation Seminar which will be Saturday, Novem-

ber 14, 2009 in Idabel, OK.  Just visit our district website to register.  The 

planning committee is ironing out all the details and it is shaping up to be a 

great meeting.  It promises to be educational, informative, and FUN!  You will 

be able to meet our first ever Inbound Ambassadorial Scholar, Peter 

Chishimba from Zambia, Africa and hear about his experiences thus far.  Our 

two outbound Group Study Exchange teams will be introduced.  You will 

learn more about the programs of Our Foundation and how Our Foundation 

works.  You might even learn a little bit of history when ñRotary Jeopardyò is 

played!  You can also learn how your club can get involved with International 

Service through Matching Grants. 

Iôve said it before, but I will say it again, I am so proud of all the clubs in Dis-

trict 5830!  You are all doing a fantastic job in serving your communities!  

Keep up the great works of Rotary!  The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands. 

 

Who are YOU going to help today? 

 

 

WHERE? 

Mary Herron Conference Center at the Museum of the Red RiverðIdabel, OK 

WHEN? 

November 14, 2009 

HOW MUCH IS THIS GOING TO COST ME? 

$10 

HOW DO I REGISTER? 

go to www.rotary5830.org  

District 5830 Foundation Seminar  
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Many of our district clubs have the flag program.  It can be a great fund-raiser for your club and pro-

vides somewhat of a patriotic service to your community.  My home club, the Rotary Club of Wills Point 

adopted this program last spring  when another service organization in our community disbanded. 

  

My story has to do with the last holiday for which our club put of our flagsðLabor Day. Like many other 

clubs, we put the flags out for Labor Day and left them out through Sept. 11th, in commemoration of  

that tragic day in our nationôs history.  And like most of our district, it happened to be a very wet time!  

We had a couple of weeks worth of rain during that time and were delayed in picking up our flags ïin 

fact, we picked them up about a week later than we had planned. 

 

So, one Saturday morning, it was actually very pleasant and NOT raining and I left to pick up the flags 

on my route with the help of my kids and husband.  My flag team and I have one of our clubôs larger 

routes having about 50 flags to gather up.  My route includes some businesses along HWY 80, then 

turns into a residential area that includes our school districtôs primary and middle school campuses.  

We all piled into our old farm truckðwhich happens to be a single-cab Dodge .  

 

We had picked up the dozen or so flags from along HWY 80 and had begun to pick the flags down one 

street near the primary school when the ñadventure in serviceò beganðand ended.  We had just fin-

ished putting a couple of flags in the bed of the truck and were going to drive a little further up the street 

to gather the rest.  My daughter climbed in the truck, sitting in the middle, my husband sat in the pas-

sengerôs seat and my son rode in the bed of the truck.  I opened the 

driverôs door and started to climb inðthatôs when I felt something 

against my leg.  I assumed it was the seat belt and looked down to 

move it out of the way.  What I saw was a 5 foot long ñchickenò or ñratò 

snake!  Once I opened the door, I guess it tried to make its escape be-

cause it was trying to find its way out in between where the door hinges 

onto the truckôs body.   

 

My husband says he has never seen a human move so fast.  I stood in 

the middle of the street, pointing and trying to get the word ñsnakeò out 

of mouth while my daughter and Greg looked at me like I had lost my 

mind.  Once they saw our added passenger, they quickly exited the 

truck from the passengerôs side.  Thankfully, Greg keeps a pair of 

leather work gloves in the truck and he was able to put them on and 

then grab the snake and help free it from our truck.  If hadnôt come with 

us that day, I think our truck would still be in the middle of that street, 

just waiting for someone to move it!  (And, yes, I do look in the floor-

board of my car every time I get in now!) 

 

Adventures in Service        by DG Randi Duckworth  
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District 5830ôs Rotary Family Has Grown! 

  

 

 Our district chartered TWO Rotaract clubs this month!  Our districtôs first Rotaract 

club was sponsored by the Rotary Club of Tyler.  The Rotaract Club of UT Tyler had itôs charter din-

ner on October 1, 2009 inducting its members and installing its club officers.  The club has 18 mem-

bers and is already planning service projects.  The clubôs president, Helaina Patrick just happens to 

be the daughter of Kathy Patrick, past president of the Jefferson Rotary Club.  (a Rotary family!)  A 

very special ñthank youò to Tyler Rotarians Robert Allen, BJ Hornbostel, and Leenette Wilke for help-

ing this clubôs formation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our districtôs second Rotaract club is the Rotaract Club of Lon Morris College and is spon-

sored by the Bullard Rotary Club.  The Lon Morris Rotaract Club held a charter reception on October 

21, 2009; inducting 25 members and installing its club officers.  A very special ñthank youò to Rotari-

ans Amanda Chesshir, Kevin Humphries, and Guy Martin for helping in this clubôs formation. 

 

 

 

UT Tyler Rota-

ract Club Presi-

dent Helaina 

Patrick receives 

her pin from 

Robert Allen. 

The Rotaract Club of UT Tyler. 

Lon Morris College 

Rotaract Club Presi-

dent Chad Nelson 

addresses the club 

at its charter recep-

tion. 

The Rotaract Club of Lon Morris College. 


