The Global Polio Eradication Initiative has made significant steps forward since the launch last year of its new strategic plan and the bivalent oral polio vaccine.  India is “on track to interrupt transmission this year.”  Polio cases world- wide decreased almost 50% during the first six months of 2011, compared to the same period in 2010.  Please continue your good work in raising dollars to help eradicate polio.
     As we move forward in 2011, the district selection committee for the District Governor in 2014-2015 has chosen Dan Christiansen of the New Berlin rotary club as the District Governor Nominee Nominee.  Many of you know Dan as the Shelter Box Chair for Southeastern Wisconsin which includes District 6270.  Dan and his wife Ruth live in New Berlin, and he has owned his own insurance business for the past 30 years.  He retired from the New Berlin Volunteer Fire Dept after 25 years and was a state certified Arson/Fire investigator.  He has been the Assistant Governor for Area G, is a Paul Harris Fellow and a member of the ShelterBox USA Ambassador Council.  He is also working with Froedtert Hospital and Medical College in the area of prostate cancer education and awareness.  Please join me in congratulating Dan for his willingness to step forward and serve Rotary in the capacity of District Governor.  If anyone has comments or concerns, please let me know.  Dan’s nomination will be voted on at the District Conference in April, 2012.
     I wish everyone a Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving, and look forward to working with all of you for the rest of the Rotary year.

District 6270 Foundation Dinner
by John Scherer 
     On a cold and starry November evening, District 6270 Rotarians gathered at the Schauer Center in Downtown Hartford to celebrate the Rotary Foundation.  Host club for the evening was the Hartford Club.  Rotarian Betsy Wittenberger handled emcee duties superbly.  Just before dinner, Rotarians and guests played the “heads or tails” game to raise money for polio.  On each table was an empty envelope.  Anyone wishing to play the game could put $10.00 in the envelope and then stand up.  Everyone was asked to put their dinner napkin on their head or their “tail”.  Rotarian Fred Wittenberger then flipped a coin.  Everyone who had guessed correctly could stay standing.  After 3 rounds there were only 4 Rotarians left.  The fourth round was a “heads” and Assistant Governor “Hibbie” Hayslett emerged the winner.  He received tickets to the Packer’s Monday Night Game against the dreaded Vikings.  And, more importantly, the Rotary Foundation got $710 for polio!!
     After a delicious dinner of Peruvian food, awards were handed to District Clubs who had excelled at donating to polio plus.  The top club in the District—Port Washington/Saukville—averaged $334.62 per club member and had 100% participation!  Hartland Lake Country and New Berlin rounded out the top 3 with $259.82 and $258.00 respectively.  Since December 2007, the Neenah Rotary Club contributed the most to polio—over $56,000 !!  DG Nancy and Rotarian Karen Jasniewski were inducted into level 1 of the Bequest Society.  The Bequest Society is for Rotarians who leave  money to the foundation in their wills.
     The evening concluded with remarks by District 6270 Ambassadorial Scholar Alex Zimmerman.  Alex spent two years in Peru and studied micro-finance. He remarked that he really liked the country—his fiancé is Peruvian and was a Rotaractor.  Micro-finance targets underserved populations, uses a group lending practice for positive peer pressure, provides ancillary services and is usually locally owned.  Alex now works in New York City for an inter-faith Muslim Organization.
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PDG Ted Gurzynski presenting Rotary Bequest Society Membership to Karen Jasaniewski
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Three Rotary Clubs Successfully Collaborate on a 
Combined Fundraiser
by  Brian Monroe AG Area D
     RI has great annual themes and one that regularly comes to mind is the one from 2007-2008 when I was a club president. The theme that year was “Rotary Shares”. Rotarians share time, talent and treasures in an effort to make the world a better place. Rotarians also share ideas and best practices. Clubs are always looking for ways to increase the success of their fundraisers, by trying something new or trying to improve and build on past performance. Last year Past RI President Ray Klinginsmith challenged us to be “Bigger, better and bolder” and that is exactly what three clubs did on Sat Sept 24th2011. 
     Mequon-Thiensville Sunrise’s signature fundraiser for the last 13 years has been their “Lobsterfest”, but they wanted to take it up to a higher level. Two neighboring clubs, Thiensville-Mequon Noon and Milwaukee North Shore offered to collaborate and share their talent pool to do just that. These three clubs all meet within less than 10 miles of each other and were able to find a common meeting place for their regular meetings. With the planning progressing so were many new friendships too. Volunteering side by side on a service project brings members closer together and can bring clubs closer together too. Members from the three clubs regularly communicated and often visited each other’s club meetings. This type of social networking is one of the many benefits of being actively engaged in Rotary.
     During the set up of the event you could not tell which club the individual members belonged to - they even helped each other with their individual club displays. Rotary PR was evident everywhere. During dinner our MC, MT Rotarian Connie Pukaite explained the 4-Way Test and then had all Rotarians stand and recite it.  She shared past contributions the clubs have made over the years and then played an "End Polio" video. Our guests now made aware of RI’s goal of a Polio free world, responded positively and that portion of the live auction raised $4,600 in just a few minutes. Milwaukee North Shore President Tom Plantenberg , orchestrated a 50-50 cash raffle. With around  $2,500 to share, he was almost speechless when one by one the winners all donated their share back to Rotary.
     Our collaborative efforts resulted in more money and Rotary awareness being raised that night than any individual club had been able to do previously on their own.  Sure it was hard to pull it off, but all agree that it was worth it. Yes there are still ways to make it “bigger, better and bolder” and like-minded Rotarians will always look for a way to do just that. You may have missed our “Lobsterfest Fundraiser” this year, but you can still see a multi-club event. The Washington County Clubs made up of the West Bend Sunrise, West Bend Noon, Hartford and the Slinger-Allenton will be doing their 3rd annual “Enchantment in the Park” holiday light extravaganza. For info about their partnership project, please visit http://enchantmentpark.org/ and remember “Rotary Shares”.

Milwaukee Rotaract Update
by  Haley Jackson, 
Rotaract Milwaukee Intern
     What a month it has been for Rotaract Milwaukee! We have had influential speakers, a great service project, as well as a new member induction. 
     Brian Monroe and Alicia Nickols of Mequon-Thiensville Sunrise Rotary joined the group on September 20th to discuss the possibility of a partnership with their fundraiser, Rotary Says. Rotary Says is a hands on fundraiser modeled after the classic game show, Family Feud. Rotaract Milwaukee is excited to take part as an opportunity to learn from Mequon-Thiensville Sunrise Rotary, as well as to become more acquainted with the community.
     In addition to Brian Monroe and Alicia Nickols, we were proud to welcome 6270 District Governor Nancy Rhodes to our meeting on October 4th. Rhodes spoke to the group about the theme for the year; “Reach within to embrace humanity” and the goals that go hand in hand. She spoke on the importance of a strong family in order to build a strong community, continuity and the importance of telling our story better, and change as a future vision as goals for Rotarians. 
     At our monthly volunteer event we worked a Wheel Chair Wash and Maintenance Training. Rotaract members helped to make sure the chairs were both clean and in good working condition. While checking on the chairs, Rotaractors attended to the needs of the consumers while they were without their chairs. 
     Finally, we were both proud and excited to induct six new members into our club on October 4th!  Rotaract Milwaukee is eager to work with the new members not only to see what talents and skills they can bring to the club and the community, but also to help cultivate their personal leadership and service abilities.
     Overall, it was a very exciting month for Rotaract Milwaukee with a comfortable balance of service, meetings, and fun!
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DG Nancy Rhodes Present This Year's Flag to President Alex Walker

Focus on HUNGER
By Don Down, District Hunger Coordinator
Q: What are some of the ways District 6270 clubs address local hunger?
At Thanksgiving: Mukwonago RC supports one or two families so they can have a traditional Thanksgiving meal.
Leading up to Christmas: Menasha and Neenah clubs participate in Salvation Army Bell Ringing on match day. Sheboygan West members ring bells for a week. Hartland-Lake Country members participate in “Yule Feed Families”, the local community food drive.
The Holiday Biggie: West Bend Noon, West Bend Sunrise, Hartford and Slinger/Allenton clubs through monumental effort have combined to produce the “Enchantment in the Park” holiday light show, now in its third year. “Enchantment”, which supports six Washington County food pantries, collected 90,000 food items in its first two years. (www.enchantmentpark.org)
ONGOING:
“Fifth Meeting” Food Drives: In addition to other times, every time there is a fifth meeting in the month Elkhorn members bring in food and Wauwatosa members pass the hat.
Fine Money: Wauwatosa Mayfair donates one-half of their find money to local food pantry.
Matching Funds: Twice a year the Elmbrook Rotary Foundation matches member contributions to the local food pantry.
Participation with Others: Delavan-Darien members participate in food collection and distribution as part of the “Freezing for Food” drive, sponsored by a local car dealership and radio station.
Food and Cash Drives for Local Pantries: Many clubs have routine drives within their clubs to support their local food pantries. Most clubs communicate with the pantries to determine when donations are most needed and what food items are in short supply.
 
The above are examples of club support. Thanks to ALL CLUBS for addressing hunger!

National Immunization Day Planned
[image: Image] 
     As you know, India is one of 4 countries where polio is still endemic. Most of India is polio-free, but persistent transmission of the poliovirus is localized in areas of western Uttar Pradesh and central Bihar. 
CDC Update on the Global Status of Polio
Global Polio Eradication Initiative
     We have the opportunity to participate in this final push to make India polio-free. District 6440 has committed to send a team to India in early 2012 to participate in the next scheduled National Immunization Days (NID).
     They are planning a 2 week trip that includes the NID activities, seeing Rotary projects (Jhoole) in India, and of course some sightseeing in India (Delhi, Taj Mahal, etc.). Participation is open to all Rotarians and guests from any and all districts – contact Richard Rivkin by e-mail rrivkin@yahoo.com.
     Although they do not yet have the firm dates for the February National Immunization Day in India, they are working with  assumptions based on a departure from the US on Tuesday February 14 and returning on March 1 (depart India February 29) to cover an NID extended weekend of February 18-21 or February 25-28.
     The cost will be $4000 per person which includes the following:
· round trip air from Chicago to Delhi
· all hotels in India, superior class (i.e.    Hilton or similar), double occupancy.
· all meals including breakfast in the hotels and lunch & dinner at local restaurants
· airport transfers in India
· local transportation in India by air conditioned coach, train, and jeeps to remote NID location if needed
· 2 bottles of mineral water daily
· English speaking guide for sightseeing portion of programs
· applicable taxes
     Any left-over funds from this trip will be donated to Rotary PolioPlus in the name of each participant's home club.
     Since the hotels are based on double occupancy, there is a single room supplement of US$1,085.00. Single participants are encouraged to review the list of interested participants on the district web-site and pair up, if possible. 
http://www.clubrunner.ca/Portal/SitePages/SitePage.aspx?accountid=50032&pid=65708
     Please review the documents available for download. The Waiver of Liability form will have to be signed and returned with your deposit.
     A visa to travel to India will be required. We will apply for all visas at one time, but you should familiarize yourself with the procedure at India Visa Center - Chicago.
Richard A. Rivkin
District 6440 Assistant Governor 2011-2012 
E-mail: rrivkin@yahoo.com 
Direct Fax: +1 847-919-6812
Mobile Telephone:             +1 847-909-9072       (Global Coverage)
 
Racine  Rotary Clubs 
Get the Word Out
by Bill Seidel, President,
Racine Founders Rotary Club
     It is said that pictures are worth a thousand words.  In both words and pictures nearly 30,000 readers in the Racine area learned how Rotary impacts the local and global community through a variety of projects and financial support.  The two Racine Rotary clubs, Downtown and Founders, along with the local newspaper collaborated on a sixteen-page tabloid about “Rotary in Racine and the World” published in a recent Sunday paper.
     The special piece highlighted our Rotary International mission to eradicate polio and the Founders Club’s mission of supporting kids in Racine and throughout the world.  The tabloid also honored Rotary Downtown’s Bill Gittings.  Bill has been a Rotarian for 61 years and had the foresight to start Rotary Youth Exchange in Racine.  Since 1951, Bill has helped Racine Rotary clubs host and work the “world’s greatest post prom”.  In addition the feature section informed readers of what Rotary Youth Exchange does to help strengthen world understanding and how it continues to impact the lives of both inbound and outbound students from the time they begin their exchange through their rebound into the rest of their personal and work lives. Finally, readers had a chance to learn about our founder, Paul P. Harris, who was born in a house on Fifth Street in Racine on April 9th, 1868.  How his vision has blossomed into a global network with the strength
     Educating the public on our Rotary mission and showing them how we put our motto “Service Above Self” into practice will certainly provide a better understanding of the value Rotarians bring to the community.
 
Rotary Helps ShelterBox in 
Horn of Africa
by:  Emily Sperling, President 
of Shelter Box USA
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[bookmark: 13321c9989373e59__GoBack]     ShelterBox has enjoyed outstanding Rotary Club support of our mission to provide humanitarian aid in the form of shelter, warmth and dignity to survivors of natural and other disasters. With that in mind, we thought you may enjoy hearing more about our work with Rotary in Africa. Below, you’ll find comments from Adrian Sumner a Rotarian of thirteen years and currently a member of Retford Rotary in Nottingham.  Adrian has been delivering ShelterBox aid in the Horn of Africa following drought and conflict that has devastated the area, forcing thousands to flee their homes in search of food and security.
     Adrian, an experienced volunteer,  was a member of ShelterBox’s first ever ShelterBox Response Team following the 2004 Boxing Day Tsunami, travelling to Sri Lanka to deliver essential shelter to families whose lives had been torn apart by the disaster. He had come into contact with Rotarian Tom Henderson, founder of ShelterBox, when a member of Hale Rotary. He was deployed to Sri Lanka again in 2005 and has since been to Myanmar, Somaliland, West Bengal, Egypt and, most recently, Ethiopia.
     Rotary contacts in Ethiopia were made following the first ShelterBox Response Team’s (SRT) arrival. This facilitated our operation so that we could work as efficiently as possible. Local Rotary Clubs also publicized ShelterBox within their district media to inspire further support from their members.
     Rotary Club support is making a difference in the lives of survivors. Adrian recalled giving a tent to a Polio sufferer at Bokolmayo Refugee Camp in Ethiopia. Aodo is a seventeen year-old orphan who lives with her sister and two brothers. Adrian recounted: “To see how Aodo coped with her misfortune made me feel incredibly humble, and it was extremely pleasing to be able to help her and her family by giving them a ShelterBox, which will make her life more bearable in such a hostile environment.”
     Before leaving Ethiopia, Adrian delivered a talk regarding ShelterBox’s work at the Rotary Club of Addis Ababa, Bole. Adrian speaks regularly at Rotary clubs and public speaking is an exercise done by many Rotarians to strengthen the long-standing ties between ShelterBox and Rotary.
     Adrian said: “ShelterBox’s work continues to be very much in the ethos of Rotary International’s motto of ‘Service Above Self’. It’s something any Rotarian in the world can get involved with and make a hands-on effort to change people’s lives for the better.”
     Rotary and ShelterBox have been closely associated ever since the disaster relief charity’s inception at the turn of the millennium. ShelterBox CEO and Founder, Tom Henderson worked with Rotarians and Rotary clubs around the world to begin making ShelterBox the largest Rotary club project in its one hundred year history.
     We extend our thanks to Rotary clubs in your district for their historical and current involvement with our charity. Without this global Rotary support much of what ShelterBox does would not be possible. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Rotary District 6270
Conference 2012
An International Affair
April 27-29, 2012
*
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Green Lake, WI    USA 
 
Hosted by District Governor Nancy Rhodes
The Rotary Club of West Allis
 
Mark Your Calendar 
December 14      Annual District Holiday Party (Leadership Committee)
January 15-21     International Assembly DGE Training, Sand Diego, CA
February 3-4        Central States Rot. Youth Exchange, Schaumburg Hyatt-Schaumburg, IL
February               Executive-Finance Committee, MJ Stevens Hartford
March 9-11           PETS , Westin Inn, Itasca, IL
April 14                  District Assembly, Hartford Middle School
April 27-29            District Conference - Heidl House, Green Lake, WI
May                        Executive Committee, TBD
June 16-22          World Affairs Seminar, Carroll University, Waukesha
June 28                Changing of the Guard, TBD


2013 Council on Legislation - Deadline: December 31, 2011
[image: http://www.clubrunner.ca/Data/6270/story/13796/tn_councilonlegislation.gif]

     As we are now in the second quarter of Rotary’s 2011-12 year, there is less than 3 months to submit proposed legislation for the 2013 Council on Legislation.  RI must receive proposed legislation, along with its certification form signed by the district governor and proposer’s purpose and effect statement, no later than December 31,  2011.
     For districts holding a conference between now and December, legislation can still be proposed or endorsed at a district conference.  Districts that do not have a district conference before the deadline should know that where time does not allow for legislation to be submitted to a district conference, a ballot-by-mail may be conducted.
     If you have any questions about the Council on Legislation, please contact:
 Maureen Ninneman
Council Services Manager • Rotary International
1560 Sherman Avenue • Evanston IL 60201
+1-847-866-3302 • Fax: +1-847-556-2123
Rotary - A Contender for the
Nobel Peace Prize?
[image: http://www.clubrunner.ca/Data/6270/story/13902/tn_220px-Nobel_Prize.png]

     I am writing on behalf of PDG 7620, Rob Ketron (the Cliff Dochterman Red Coat Class of 92-93), who enlisted my help in a drive to get the Nobel Peace Prize Nominating Committee to once and for all recognize the outstanding work of Rotary and the Rotary Foundation for 105 years of service. Even most Rotarians are not aware of the hundreds of thousands of community and international projects Rotarians all over the world commit to and complete every year. It is time our story is told!

     PDG Ketron and I believe there is no other organization or individual in the world more deserving of the Nobel Peace Prize and its $1.3 million award, than Rotary and the Rotary Foundation. With every Rotarian's effort, we should be able to garner enough support for the nominating committee to take the necessary steps to insure, that after 105 years of global service, Rotary is finally recognized for its work that is beyond exemplary. But we need your support in disseminating the information and ask each Rotary club to take up the challenge by having every Rotarian write his/her legislators. We must make this a global effort.
     We have made it as simple as possible by using the Internet and have developed explicit instructions on how Rotarians can write their legislators, complete with a "cut and paste" letter already written. All they have to do is look up their legislative contact using the links I provided on the below website (I have made that easy for US-based Rotarians, while Rotarians in other countries will have to do a little more work on their own), and model their letter after the example shown.

See: www.edmattson.net
Mr. Ketron's background report on the Nobel Peace Prize can be found at www.ketron.org

Thanking all in advance, I remain in your service,
 
Ed Mattson PHF
VISUALIZE THE DREAM • DO THE IMPOSSIBLE • CHANGE THE WORLD
 
Managing Partner, Center-Point Consultants
Director, Cancer Support Group
Member, Romanian Association of Preventive Oncology
Fundraising Coordinator, Warrior2Citizen Project 
Director, Program Development - National Guard State Partnership Program
Member, Rotary Club of Mishawaka, IN D-6540
Chair, International Project Symposium and Workshop
Past National Membership Chair, Disaster Relief Rotarian Action Group-DRRAG
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Heidel House
Resort & Spa
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