
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
MEETER / GREETER 

  Jack Briggs     
INVOCATION 

  Jack Briggs  
THIS WEEKôS MENU 

  Southwestern Lasagna with 
salad, fruit, rolls and coffee  

UPCOMING  BIRTHDAYS  

  Lisa Sabourin         Jan  9 
  Jim Schiltz       Jan 10 
  Bill Kordupel      Jan 12 
  Susan Cloutier-Myers Jan 15 
STUDENT GUESTS 

  Mona Shores Public Schools  
PROGRAMS / EVENTS  
  01/19  Chronicle Update  
  01/26  Muskegon Water Quality   

  02/02  PolioPlus Initiative 
  02/09  Brazil Exchange Student 
  02/16  Muskegon Brake 

  02/23  My Egypt  
  03/01  Safe Families for Children 

  03/08  Families and Communities 
                                                             

 

 

Happy New Year  
President Johnôs Club Assembly 

offered a peek at some of whatôs 

going on and what we might expect 

in the months ahead.  Rotary equals 

Service.  If youôre not currently 

working on a Club project and 

youôd like to, give John a shout. 

Patricia B. Johnson 
She last came to Club, 
right, to introduce Dan 
Thill as a new Paul Harris 
Fellow. A Paul Harris 
Fellow herself and our 
Clubõs first lady member, 
Pat Johnson lost her 
courageous battle with 
cancer on Tuesday.  Her 
list of community 
accomplishments is awe-
inspiring, as we heard so 
eloquently from Steve 
Warmington and others 
while celebrating Patõs life 
and legacy at our last meeting.  
  _________________________ 

Bottles and Cans  
“We ended up with a carload of cans 

and bottles for Interact’s fundraiser 

today,” President John said on 

Thursday, “thanks to members!  Every 

can and bottle counts to help reach the 

$4,000 and 10-ton goal of food for 

local pantries.  We’re extending our 

cans and bottles request -- please bring 

returnables again next Thursday to our 

meeting, if possible, or e-mail Kris 

Collee or myself with your name and 

address for Interact students to pick-up 

returnables in person on Sat, Jan 14 

from 1-4pm.   The campaign ends on 

Jan 19, so Sat, Jan 14 is the last chance 

we’ll have for Interact to work with us, 

picking up our bottles and cans.” 

This  Week  on Stage  
International Aid is saying, òWeõre 
baaaack!!!ó  Really?  Come see. 

_________ 

  ôRound 

the RIM   
What’s John McGarry  looking for? 

Can we help him find it?  See Page 3. 
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 The first Rotary Club meeting of 

2012 took place in different Muskegon 

Holiday Inn surroundings.   Due to 

renovations in the conference rooms, 

members were treated to a buffet 

luncheon set up in the HI dining room, 

above.  President John “worked the 

floor” and made sure everyone was 

assembled before starting the meeting.    

 Following the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the American flag, Jim Schiltz 

started our year with a wonderful 

invocation ending with thanks for the 

life of Pat Johnson, the first woman 

inducted into the Muskegon Rotary 

Club.   Pat passed away on Tuesday, 

January 3.  Three students from 

Holton High School were introduced 

by Ann Cardon, Superintendent of 

HPS.  These terrific students, all dual- 

enrolled at Muskegon Community 

College, and possessing exemplary 

academic records, will move on to 

Michigan colleges after graduation.  

Our future appears in good hands.     

President John asked Marty Ferriby , 

director of Hackley Public Library, to  

join him at the podium, below.   Marty 

was recently 

acknowledged as 

one of the top ten 

librarians in the 

country by 

selection of her 

peers.  What an 

HONOR for 

Marty and 

Muskegon to 

enjoy this public 

acclaim.  John 

described Marty 

as a trailblazer, as 

someone who 

goes before others to make the world a 

better place.   He also described Pat 

Johnson with those words and he is so 

right.  Marty, we are truly proud of 

you.  President John invited Steve 

Warmington , Mayor of the City of 

Muskegon, to say a few words about 

Pat Johnson.  At the Muskegon City 

Commission meeting on January 3, 

after learning of Pat’s death, the 

commission voted to name the recently 

constructed and beautiful traffic circle 

in front of the Frauenthal Center, the 

Patricia Johnson Circle.   Pat had been 

a visionary, a powerful public leader in 

Muskegon and one who led by 

example, giving of herself and her 

resources.    

 

Last WeeËȭÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ 

Our Club Assembly 
President John used this first meeting 

of 2012 to recite the goals he set as our 

leader when he took over from Jim 

Fisher in July 2011.  The short list of 

those goals follows:  

1. Financial Restraint 

a. Pay off Rotary Park 

b. Pay back 

reasonable amount to 

the Community 

Foundation for Rotary 

Park loan.  

c. Positive cash 

flow with conservative 

spending  

2. New Generations    

  Push 

a. Membership to 200; two 

new members per month 

b. Rotaract and Interact up 

and running. 

3. Core Program Support and 

Strengthening 

a. STRIVE, LLC, Interact, 

Rotaract, Scholarships 

b. Reinvigorate Rotary 

Youth Exchange Program 

c. Strong support of Healthy 

Muskegon Initiative 

4. Successful weekly meetings 

and programs. 

5. Keep focus on Retention 

overall and Social Events for 

members 

6. Community Grants Committee 

Role Expansion 

Moderate new funding 

allotted for worthy 

community service 

projects 

7. Strategic Planning Revisit and 

Refinement 

 

 President John reminded the 

assembled body that the strategic plan 

developed in 2007, with annual if not 

more often reviews, is a living 

document.   He reported that some 

have expressed concerns about Rotary 

trying to do more than it could 

accomplish and pursuing activities 

beyond the items identified in our 

strategic plan.  He reported that each 

of the goals were in conformance with 

the strategic plan and asked for 

continued assistance to meet them in 

the coming year and beyond. 

 He turned over the microphone to 

Ken Kraus and Linda Juarez, below,  



Luke Seward and Jim Fisher 

 

who are leading one of the significant 

Rotary goals; namely, the Muskegon 

Health Initiative.  Ken reported on a 

number of recent activities, ie, the 

formation of walking clubs in four 

communities, talks about the health 

initiative on Ted-x, the community 

health blog on MLive, updating the 

area plan to move Muskegon from #64 

to #1 in terms of a healthy population 

in the State of Michigan by 2021, the 

21,000-pound weight loss challenge by 

community residents, and the 

involvement of 9,329 kids setting an 

apple-eating record to illustrate 

healthy eating.  A lot has happened in 

less than a year and Rotary is a partner 

in making it happen. Linda reported on 

efforts to bring the concept into 

schools and companies and to resurrect 

topics and activities such as the 

Corporate Cup Challenge. 

 Jim Fisher was up next with an 

announcement that the YFCA in likely 

cooperation with Rotary will sponsor 

and support the annual Seaway Run 

conducted each summer as part of the 

Summer Celebration.  Luke Seward, 

director of the Y, told us about a health  

expo and recruitment of 2,100 kids to 

     Mark Myers          Laurie Larsen     

participate in the 5K run or 

walk, all of which is intended 

to encourage a healthier 

Muskegon. 

 Laurie Larsen and Mark 

Meyers brought us up-to-date 

on the work of the World 

Services Committee with major 

efforts to continue participation 

in the Polioplus effort and 

water filters for Honduras.  

Mark informed us that another 

trip to Honduras to help install water 

filters is scheduled for April 28 and 

interested members should contact 

Nancy Crandall.  Last but not least, 

Club members were also given an 

update on the micro loan project 

supporting initiatives in South 

America to assist 

farmers with 

improving their 

land and 

exporting more 

coffee.  

 President 

John invited 

three committee 

chairpersons to 

share their work 

in progress.  First 

up was Judy  

Johnson, right, 

who helps run the STRIVE 

Committee.  With expressed thanks to 

her team, Judy told us about the great 

start in this year’s program.  Students 

are exceeding their 

GPA goals and 

qualifying for 

additional rewards.   

Progress has been so 

good that even the 

goals are being 

reviewed to challenge 

students to strive 

further.  Chris 

Burnaw, right, 

followed with an 

infomercial about a  

recent grant application submitted with 

five other West Michigan Rotary 

Clubs. The grant request is to design, 

construct and place billboards for one 

year in West Michigan illustrating our 

Rotary clubs. 

 Kris Collee, right, followed with 

an update on the annual food drive 

which has 

reached 

52.5% of its 

goal.  The 

food drive 

will continue 

with a special 

effort to pick 

up food from 

the homes of 

donors on the 

weekend of 

February 4.   Contact Kris for  details.   

 President John summarized his 

first half year in office.  It’s one he’s 

been very pleased with – all of the 

support he’s been given with a 

reminder that the items described 

above are in keeping with Rotary 

goals and expectations.  He invited 

President-Elect Jay Wallace, Jr 
to give us an update on 

Membership, a committee he 

chairs.   The good news is that 30 

new Rotarians came on board in 

2011, 16 of them since John took 

office in July.   Special thanks go 

to Bob Scolnik and Jim Fisher 

for their super recruiting efforts. 

  Jay then invited Vision 

Guardian and President Nominee 

John McGarry  (2013-2014) to the 

podium for a presentation of special 

gifts to assist him with his work. (This 

is the Page 1 teaser you’ve been 

waiting for.)   John was 

presented with a telescope to 

see into the future, a 

magnifying glass to examine 

details and a very different hat 

or cap to protect John from the 

perils of leadership.  John was 

almost at a loss for words but 

graciously accepted the tools 

of leadership and promised us 

that he would work hard to 

follow in the shoes of his 

predecessors.         
                 ~Frank Marczak   

 

GUESTS LAST MEETING WERE: 

Andy Stone (Jim Fisher), Anton 

Colon (Tom Schaub), and Ken 

Johnson (Dave Hogan). 


