
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
MEETER / GREETER 

  Jack Briggs     
INVOCATION 

  Bob Scolnik  
THIS WEEKôS MENU 

  Baked Potato Bar, salad, fruit, 
rolls and coffee 

NEXT WEEKôS BIRTHDAYS  

  Dana Bryant    Jan19 
  Doug Plamondon   Jan19 
  Kate Kesteloot Scarbroughé 
         éJan 20 
  Don Mathews    Jan 21 
  Steve Dix     Jan 23 
STUDENT GUESTS 

  Montague Area Schools  
PROGRAMS / EVENTS  
  01/26 Muskegon Water Quality  
  02/02 PolioPlus Initiative 

  02/09 Brazilian Exchange Student 
  02/16 Muskegon Sports Complex 
  02/23 My Egypt 
  03/01 Safe Families for Children 
  03/08 Families and Communities 
                                                           
 
                                                                  ____________________ 
 
 

This  Week  on Stage  
The way our community gets much of its 

news and information is changing with the 
times. In a couple of weeks, The Muskegon 
Chronicle will implement staff and delivery 
changes recently announced.  What does it 
mean for devoted readers and subscribers?        
Head Chronicler Steve Westphal will tell us. 

 

Excitedly, President John is the first to 
arrive last meeting to check out the new 
Holiday Inn carpeting, brightly designed to 
òshock awakeó any relaxed Rotarian who 
might nod off during Club proceedings. 

 

Dr. J. Max Busard 
Just before RIM 

went to press, 

we learned of 

the death 

Thursday of 44-

year Rotarian 

(1966 to 2010) 

and Club 

musician Max 

Busard. We 

offer heart-felt 

 
condolences to his wife Elizabeth and their 

family.  President John is calling Max ña 

distinguished gentleman and consummate 

professional.ò Weôre planning a tribute to 

our good friend Max this next meeting.  

His smile and his piano playing always left 

us with a song is our hearts, as we will 

surely recall whenever Max tales are told.  

Eqnl eqhdmcr `e`qè  
ñJust a quick word to say, óHappy New Year.ô We 
are doing well out here in 
New Jersey. Enjoying the 
people of church and being 
back in the pulpit.  Getting 
introduced to a new part of 
the country...we're not in 
Kansas (or Michigan), Toto.  
As always, you're doing a 
great job with the 
newsletter...miss my Rotary friends.  Blessings 
into the new year.  Peace.ò  ~Fred Halde (1/6) 
 

ñYour publication never ceases 
to amaze me. I love your layout 
and prolific use of photos. I look 
forward to reading it and 
keeping up with all the good 
work your club does!ò  ~Susie 
Rehrer, Montague-Whitehall 
Rotary Club  (1/6)  
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ôRound the RIM  

 What ARE these guys doing?  Weõll 
tell you later.  Keep reading. 
 
 

 Bill Johanson, left, did a considerable 
amount of work editing this very news-
letter last year and, thanks to the 
generous Volunteer Investment Program 
(VIP) of the Consumers Energy 
Foundation, qualified to present President 
John with a $375 check  for Club projects, 
as captured adroitly by Jim Fisherõs 
òsmiley handshakeó photographic skills. 
.  

 Youth Exchange students Landon 
Fortenberry, left, and Pedro Modena 
experience Rotary camaraderie.    

President John began the pre-

snowstorm meeting of the year by 

acknowledging the refurbished 

conference room setting at the Holiday 

Inn ï new carpeting, new flat screen 

TV monitors and general upgrading.   

Lynette Griffith  was called into piano 

player action for Club members to 

sing, in harmony, the popular Happy 

Birthday Song to Jim Schiltz and Lisa 

Sabourin. Both graciously contributed 

to the Club birthday fund that supports 

community efforts in keeping with the 

spirit of Rotary.  John had a bag full of 

announcements and at the risk of 

having missed some, here they are:  

 

Our community is celebrating a Year 

of Faith Understanding, fostering  

understanding and 

peace among 

different religious 

groups thatôs an 

important step 

toward peace in the 

world in general. 

Contact Reverend 

Jim Rausch, left, 

for more information. 
 

Kudos to Gamal Elkhouly, manager 

of the Holiday Inn, for the recent 

upgrades to our winter meeting digs, 

and to Mary Kendall who organizes 

the local Dancing with the Stars event, 

earning over $60,000 to put back into 

the community.  Steve Warmington 

will be one of this yearôs featured   

contestants. 
 

Kris Collee, right, 

reminded us of the 

food drive with a 

goal of $4,000 and 

an offer from 

Rotaract and 

Interact students to 

pick up pop cans, 

bottles and food this Saturday, January 

14.  Call Kris to arrange a pick-up of 

your New Yearôs Eve soda cans, and 

others. Proceeds, as you know, go to 

local food panties.  
 

Messages have been received from 

District Governor Jane Millar 

acknowledging the RIM edition of 

January 6, reflecting on the life and 

legacy of Pat Johnson.  DG Jane  

 

RIM 5  Years Ago  

ñKen Kraus, 

right, was 

elected  

President 

Nominee for 

Rotary Year 

2009-2010, 

following 

Nancy 

Crandall  and 

Gary Nelund 
in that exalted 

office.ò  (RIM 1/4/07)  
                                                                                             ___________________________________________________ 
 

also informed the Club that monies 

from District clubs have been used to 

support over 1,200 surgeries in 

Bangladesh for children who were 

previously blind.  Together we can do 

wonderful things for the people of the 

world.  

 

Prayers go out to Nancy and Don 

Crandall  on the passing of Nancyôs 

father week in Indiana. 
 

President John referred to One in 21 

and the community challenge to 

participate in the Seaway Run on June 

23.  He also 

demonstrated 

his new  

pedometer, 

left, which his 

doctor said 

will reduce 

weight by 

20% if one 

uses it consistently. Mike Youngdahl 

stated, just loud enough for this writer 

to hear, that it might be a good idea to 

wear two of them if they work that 

good.  Mikeôs such a kidder. 

 

Oh yes, that photo in the upper left 

column, it was Bob Scolnik, right, 

removing the red star from Bob 

Cutlerôs badge, having no idea why he 

was asked to do so.  He did so anyway. 
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GUESTS LAST MEETING WERE:   
Visiting Montague-Whitehall Rotary 

Past President Susie Rehrer, Youth 

Exchange students Landon 

Fortenberry and Pedro Modena 

(Jackie Fisher), West Michigan 

Therapy/Operation Hope Grows 

Program Coordinator Mickey Wallace 

(Charles Nash), City of Muskegon 

Heights Executive Assistant Jessie 

Franklin (Natasha Henderson), 

Choice One Bankôs Tricia Brown 

(Kathy Byma), and Access Healthôs 

Kris Drake (Ken Kraus).  Student 

guests were Mona Shores Public 

Schools Sailors.  

 
Last Weekõs Program 

International Aid    

 Still  in Business 

Following announcements and the 

weekly raffle that left the escrow  

account intact, Tim Holman, right 

above, introduced Bill Erickson of 

International Aid.  Bill, left above, is 

graduate of Muskegon High School 

and has been involved in many  

activities in the community:  radio, 

bridal fair, 2-way radio and more.  He 

is now the development officer of 

International Aid and told us that 

International Aid is alive and well. 

 The history behind the resurgence 

of International Aid is that it took over 

the operation from World Vision in the 

early 80ôs.  In 2005, it started to have 

financial problems and on February 1, 

2009, the Board made a decision to 

close the doors,  a decision that 

brought the media to their doorstep for 

a hot news story.  However, the 

following day, the Board reversed its 

decision but the media didnôt return to   

learn about it. 

 A relatively new West Michigan 

resident who had been instrumental in 

the organization and development of a 

group of churches known as the 

Harvest Bible Chapel was looking for 

a place to permanently locate in West 

Michigan.  He visited the facility at 

International Aid which is located in 

Spring Lake, just south of Muskegon.   

He was so taken by the work of the 

organization, he stepped in to pay off a 

1.5 million dollar debt and also agreed 

to fund the positions of the remaining 

14 workers for one year.  A new CEO 

was appointed in 2011 and the work 

has continued. The organization is 

back in business on a smaller scale and  

still assisting with world relief efforts. 

 Bill described three departments 

that are key to the organization:  

 

  (A) A medical equipment procure-

ment department that seeks and 

obtains used medical equipment from 

hospitals and clinics wherever they 

may be located.  The equipment is 

purchased for a minimal price, shipped 

to International Aid where it may be 

refurbished and then sent to locations 

in the world where it is greatly needed, 

all for a price that is way below the 

cost of new equipment. 

  (B) Similarly, a GIF unit exists, 

referring to Gifts in Kind, a search for 

personal products such as hand soap, 

toothpaste and similar items.  Usually 

these are products that are going to be 

soon out-of-date and can be obtained 

at no cost.  International Aid packages 

and sends them to countries that have 

desperate need for such items. 

  (C) Billôs department is the 

development arm of International Aid 

and he works at funding the operation 

as well as encouraging people to 

volunteer their time and effort to 

support the cause.  The resurgence of 

the organization has caused people to 

open their pocket books and as 

recently as December 2011, income 

exceeded $450,000.  

           ~ Frank Marczak 

 

The Greater Muskegon Woman's 

Club invites you to join them at 

the Mardi Gras Jazz Party the 

evening of Saturday, February 4 

 
This isn't your plain jane fundraiser, Bob 
Scolnik asked us to announce.  It's time for a 
celebration Mardi Gras style! And it's 
important. This event is to benefit the 
Greater Muskegon Woman's Club building 
fund. The Club is housed in an historic 
downtown Muskegon building with a great 
history. It was built and dedicated for the 
Club's use in 1904. This beautiful old 
building is in need of a new boiler and we are 
hoping this event will help cover a major 
portion of the massive expense of this 
endeavor. 
TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE NOW : 
Tickets are $50 per person and you'll be 
supporting an institution that has helped our 
community for over 100 years. Reserve your 
seats now by calling Lindy Olechnowicz at 
231-206-0558 or Kathy Viculus at 231-903-
2713. Or you can purchase your tickets on 
line at www.monalakeproductions.com  


