
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
MEETER / GREETER 

  Ginny Sprague     
INVOCATION 

  John Snider  
THIS WEEK’S MENU 
  Tacos and Fajitas w/Spanish 

Rice, salad, fresh fruit, rolls and 
butter, dessert, coffee and tea 

NEXT WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS  

  Bob OôMalley       Feb 3 
STUDENT GUESTS 

  Muskegon Public Schools  
PROGRAMS / EVENTS  
  02/09 Brazilian Exchange Student 
  02/16 Muskegon Sports Complex 
  02/23 My Egypt (at Fricanoôs) 
  03/01 Safe Families for Children 
  03/08 Families and Communities 
  03/22 Muskegon County Tourism 
  04/05 Our Trip to Israel 
                                                           
 
                                                                  ____________________ 
 
 

This  Week  on Stage  
We are òthis closeó to eradicating 

 polio in the world, as weõll hear from Past 
District Governor Tom Bos  

  
  

Most Unusual 
RIMõs crack photographic team 
captured this portrait of  
nature a couple of weeks ago.  
A few robins, normally 
associated with spring, have 
hung around this weather-
wacky winter.  Maybe this one is 
telling us Rotarians that gentler 
times are returning but Rotaryõs 
outreach is as important as ever. 
 

ôRound the RIM  

 
Last meeting was also reunion time for 
four friends whoõve served in and out of 
local government together, from left, 
Christina Achterhoff, Natasha Henderson, 
program speaker Brenda Moore, and 
Cathy Brubaker.  Brenda came to Club to 
talk about local water quality, what 
pollutes it, and what we all can do to 
mitigate the pollution.  More on Page 2.  

  

 After a short history quiz, 

President John led the Club in 

singing “Happy Birthday” to the 

state of Michigan, “175 years 

young today.”  Kudos were given 

to Rev. Charles Poole for his 

many years of service to Muskegon 

Public Schools as president of the 

Board of Education. Additional 

kudos to Louis Churchwell, the 

new MPS Board of Ed President. 

Your Club is proud of you both.   

President John also honored the 

STRIVE mentor group, who held a 

happy hour this week. They've all 

learned to text to communicate 

with their mentees, and they're 

totally about setting goals and 

working for future success. Kudos         
       Continued on Page 3      
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THE FOUR WAY TEST THAT ROTARIANS USE IN MAKING ETHICAL DECISIONS: 
Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it build good will and better friendships? Will it be beneficial to all concerned?          
  Program: PDG Tom Bos òPolioPlus and Rotary Initiativesó       

 



Last Weekõs Program 
Water, Water Everywhere: 

 Letô's Make Sure it Stays   

  Safe to Drink  

Cathy 

Brubaker-

Clarke, right, 

introduced  

speaker 

Brenda 

Moore, 

director of the 

Mona Lake 

Watershed 

Council. 

Many Club 

members 

know Brenda 

from her days as City Planner for 

the City of Muskegon or from her 

ownership of Clay Avenue Cellars, 

our local winery. Brenda spoke to 

us about Storm Water and 

encouraged us to embrace water 

quality, to think about our personal 

habits, and to consider our role in 

water quality as community 

leaders. 

 A watershed in an area of land 

with a receiving body of water. 

When we clear land, use it, farm 

it, pave it or somehow as 

humans disturb it, then storm 

water displaced by the 

development runs into the 

receiving body of water, in our 

case eventually into Lake 

Michigan. Storm water rinses 

off the land and everything on it. 

The water, soil, salt, herbicides, 

pesticides, fertilizers and car 

gunk go into Lake Michigan via 

creeks and rivers, wetlands, 

pipes and catch basins, and 

drowned river mouths where 

sand dues have interfered 

forming lakes: Mona Lake, 

Black Lake, White Lake, 

Muskegon Lake and Duck Lake. 

 Eroded soil in storm water 

swirls around, scouring out river 

banks and bottoms, smothering 

fish, clogging drains and carrying 

pollutants. This sediment is our 

number one problem. It has several 

causes. Nutrients from rotting 

lawn clippings, manure, and 

fertilizer cause algae to grow. 

(What feeds your lawn feeds 

the lake). Pathogens from 

manure kill fish and also cause 

algal blooms. Algal blooms 

cause neurotoxins, which cause 

health problems for living 

things. There are also some 

heavy metals in the sediment at 

the bottoms of the lakes. Mona 

Lake has some cadmium and 

some chromium from Peerless 

Plating, and some arsenic from 

fertilizers used in the old celery 

farms. 

 Cities of a certain size must be 

permitted for this non-point 

pollution in waste water. Seven 

local cities are working together for 

good housekeeping and to keep 

things clean. (Muskegon, 

Muskegon Heights, Roosevelt 

Park, Norton Shores, North 

Muskegon, and two others). 

 An audience question asked why 

Muskegon Lake seems less clear 

and less clean later in the summer. 

This is true, Brenda responded, and 

has always been a problem. Over 

the summer, the lake heats up and 

gets calmer, so it is easier for algae 

to grow. More nutrients come in 

from fertilizing lawns and from 

agriculture later in the summer. The 

lake gets warmer due to run off 

from hot parking lots, and of course 

from the longer days and from the 

sun. The warmer water changes 

fish habitat too. 

 Do the zebra and quagga 

mussels help keep the water clean? 

it was asked. Al Steinman 

explained that they do not. The 

mussels don't like algae and spit it 

out, along with some of their own 

digestive juices, when they happen 

to eat some, creating a nutrient 
broth that causes more algae to grow. 
 Brenda, below, urged us all to 

consider our personal habits 

regarding water and offered the 

following advice: 

 1. Watch soil erosion in your 

yard, and plant bare spots. 

 2. Don't feed the algae. The  



Program            Continued from Page 2 

number one feeder of algae is 

phosphorus. When you purchase 

fertilizer, look at the three numbers 

on the bag. The middle number is 

phosphorus. 

 3. Keep it green. Plant trees and 

other vegetation. 

 4. Understand how storm drains 

work. They go directly to the lake, 

not to the water treatment plant. A 

can of paint down a storm drain 

goes right to Lake Michigan. 

 5. Pick up animal waste. 

 6. Rethink lawns. 

 7. Wash your car at the car 

wash, not in your front yard. Car 

washes have oil separators in their 

waste water recovery systems and 

other ways of cleaning the water 

and removing pollutants. 

 8. Keep debris out of catch 

basins and out of the street. 

 9. If you see a violation, report 

it. Brenda particularly recognized 

the workers for the City of 

Muskegon Heights, who are doing 

an excellent job helping people and 

businesses learn about storm 

drains.        ~Marty Ferriby  

ôRound Continued from Page 1 

to the STRIVE mentors for 

shepherding kids through a 

challenging couple of years as high 

school juniors and seniors.  

Kevin Donovan presented the 

student guests, three senior 

Crusaders from Muskegon Catholic 

Central High School.  Rotarians 

are encouraged to send their dues 

checks in soon. Mike Hansen's 

check receiving booth is open for 

business, even though Secretary 

Bill Loxterman  is still enjoying a 

different climate. The Club needs 

regular payment from all in order to 

continue to do our good work.   

Steve Olsen also received kudos 

for stepping forward to make up the 

difference between the total  

    RIM 5  Years Ago  

“We learned that there’s a lot more to 

Muskegon’s two reigning high school 

championship football teams than 

playing well on the gridiron. 

Inspirational comments by Muskegon 

High School Coach Tony Annese, 

right, and Muskegon Catholic Central 

High School Coach Mike Holmes 

made it very clear that their programs 

are about raising upstanding young 

men who can be tomorrow’s leaders.” 

(RIM 2/15/07) 
         ________________ 
contributions made and our goal of 

$4,000 for the food drive. Checks for 

$666.66 each will be distributed to six 

local food pantries this week. The 

Interact group raised $750 with their 

pop can drive – and that's a lot of cans 

– and many Club members have 

contributed, but we were still short of 

goal until Steve stepped forward. If 

you'd like to write a check, send it to 

Mike Hansen.  Kudos, again, to Steve 

Olsen for putting his values on the 

table. The need is great.  Chris 

Burnaw offered a health tip for the 

week: Watch your portion size. A 

handy guide is to think of a serving of 

meat the size of a deck of cards, and 

ounce of cheese as the size of four 

dice, and a small cookie as the size of 

a poker chip.  Ken Kraus also 

offered a Ken health tip: Limit your 

sleeping and sendentary time to 23-1/2 

hours per day.  People to give the 

invocation in March are needed. 

Contact Rabbi Alan Alpert  if you are 

available to help out.  The next new 

member orientation will be 

Wednesday, February 1, 8:00am at the 

Shoreline Inn.  The next two group 

study exchanges will bring us visitors 

from Banladesh and from the 

Netherlands. Five people between the 

ages of 25 and 40 from Bangladesh 

will be here in May, exact dates in the 

first two weeks will be determined 

soon. The Crandalls, Christina 

Achterhoff , Christine Robere, and 

President John volunteered to 

provide housing.  “Soup for Suits” is 

coming up on February 14, Bob Irwin  

reminded us. The free soup and bread 

luncheon will be held at the Walker 

Arena Annex from 11:30am - 1:00pm. 

The Muskegon area business 

community is invited to attend this 

event to hear about the work of the 

Muskegon Rescue Mission and have 

an opportunity to connect with other 

business men and women. All 

donations benefit the Muskegon 

Rescue Mission. If you're interested in 

a table sponsorship (prices range from 

$100 to $1,500), contact Bob or Dan 

Skoglund, director of development, at 

727-6090.  The raffle formerly 

known as 50/50 saw Rev. Poole 

celebrating his birthday by winning the 

first drawing, and new member Deni 

Hunter  drawing an Ace of Spades to 

win 20% of the total pot in the second 

drawing.  GUESTS LAST 

MEETING WERE:  Access Health 

Director of Operations Kris Drake 

(Ken Kraus), Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Executive Director Cindy 

Timmerman, ENRG Power Systems 

President/CEO Milton Roye and 

Account Executive Kimmy Lappo 

(Linda Juarez and Chris Burnaw), 

and Catholic Charities WM Foster 

Care Licenser and Rotary daughter 

Stephie Kerr-Cathey (Claudia Kerr - 

Bryant  and Linda Juarez).  

          Claudia and Stephie 
 


