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MEETER / GREETER
Tom Powers
INVOCATION
Gary Ostrom
THIS WEEK'S MENU
London Broil/Mashed
Potatoes/Veggies -or-
Chicken Caesar Salad
-or- Fruit Plate
NEXT WEEK'S BIRTHDAYS
Linda Zolman July 11
Ray Hilt July 14
PROGRAMS / ACTIVITIES
7115 Scandia Offshore Wind
7122 Club Assembly
7129 Keep Kids Safe
7130 Our Parties in the Park
805 Modest Needs
sii2 Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp
g9 Life Leadership

We’'re quickly approaching our
Rotary’sParties in the Parkon
Friday, July 30, 5-9pm. Have

you signed up to help? Please do
so right away. We need lots of
volunteers for this fun-filled and
very important Rotary fundraiser.

GAVEL IS PASSED

Happy New Year, Rotarians! July 1
marks the beginning of the Rotary
year and our official transfer of
power from outgoingPresident Ken
Kraus to incomingPresident Jim
Fisher. Ken, who presided over 48
of his 50 Club meetings usually with
a joke about poor Ole, thanked the

members and the Board of Directors

for their support. He said it was a
challenging year for the Club’s
finances along with juggling his day
job and overseeing things like a
mass countywide vaccination
against the HIN1 flu. He said the
Rotary year also had many
highlights, from exchange student
visits to witnessing how Rotary rises
to challenges, such as the Haitian
earthquake and PolioPlus. Ken also
presided over a Club milestone, the
retirement after 17 years of the
Club’s 17" SecretaryJack Tierney,
and the complex but smooth
transition of duties t@®ill
Loxterman. But the biggest
accomplishment, as he handed the
gavel over to Jim? “A new
microphone that actually works!”
Jim, a Rotarian since 1987,
thanked Ken for his leadership.
“He’s really had a very steady hand
on the Club and I thank him for
everything he has done.”

Jim said he’ll outline some of his
goals at an upcoming Club
Assembly, but is honored to become
Club President. He noted that in
1916, the year our Club was
established, was also when his
grandfather emigrated to Muskegon
to start the family’s scrap metal
business. He thanked his mother,
Fran, for attending his first meeting
and for her continued community
leadership. He also acknowledged
wife, fellow Rotarian and now
residential assistad@ackie for her



love and support. “I'll give you my
very best, it's all that | can,” he told
the Club.
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It was the one-two punch of
Steve Warmington and John
VanWyck, revving us up for this
year'sBike
Time, coming
to downtown
Muskegon July
16-18. Steve,
left, a long-
time Harley-
Davidson
owner and
Muskegon
Mayor, said
Bike Timehas
its roots during 2005-06, when he
was able to convince new local
Harley owners to build their new
state-of-the-art dealership in
downtown Muskegon. There was
mention of trying to create a
motor-cycle event in Muskegon
similar to long-
standing “bike
weeks” in
Daytona, FL
and Sturgis SD.
Thanks in
large part to the
local Hot Rod
Harley-
Davidson’s
financial :
support,Bike Timewas born in
2007 and has enjoyed strong
success even as a new event, sai
VanWyck, above right, state
public affairs director for Frontier
Communications (formerly

Verizon). Hot Rod, owned by Dr.
Mark Campbell and Carl
Miskotten, helped pay for Kenny
Rogers’ former professional
promoter and other costs to get
the event off to a roaring start in
its first two years.

Warmington, who enlisted

sales. The average visitor buys
three T-shirts, he said.
There are expected to be
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VanWyck’s assistance in creating

Bike Time(and as “punishment”
for convincing Steve to run for
mayor nine years ago) agreed
there needed to be community
support for the event. Their board
of directors is a well-known

group of local business owners
and community leaders who
brought immediate credibility to
the event.
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“l want to thank the
community for stepping up and
supporting this event,” said
Warmington, mentioning leaders
in Muskegon'’s public and private
sector. “In three years we've
given exposure of Muskegon to
more than 250,000 visitors and
we hope to have another 100,000
this year.”

Motorcyclists are “more than
just young kids riding to have
fun,” John said. According to
Harley-Davidson, the average
new Harley customer is 48 years
old with an annual income of
$88,000. Those riders’ disposable
income helps with some of the
major revenue sources fBike
Time, including merchandise
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between 35,000 and 50,000
motorcycles..of all makes, not
just Harleys, lining Western
Avenue this year. There are more
than 60 food and merchandise
vendors and a variety of events,
ranging from Monster Truck

rides to free concerts. A full
schedule is available at
www.MuskegonBikeTime.com

Planning orserving up an adult
beverage July 30 when you
volunteer at our
Parties in the
Park? You'll
need alcohol
awareness
training,
Secretary Lox
reminded us. An
officer from the
Muskegon

== | Police
Department will provide training
after our meeting July 15. There
are also sessions planned at the
Muskegon Fire Department July
14 and 28. See Lox &inda
Zolman with any question®?1P
Chairlady Lindaabove reminded
us that more volunteers are still
needed, especially for “sit down
jobs” of ticket selling and wrist-
banding. See Lindaday Wallace
or Lox if you can help@ Mary
Anne Gorman reminded us the



third annual Harbor Hospice
Chronicle Regatta is this
Saturday at Muskegon Yacht
Club. Tickets are available at the
door, which include a pig roast
from 3:30-5 p.m& Susan
Meston reports that we're very
close to our $2,000 PolioPlus
goal, but your help is still needed.
Please get your cash or checks to
either herself oBusan Cloutier-
Myers. & We put our arms
around poor
John Rupert,
right, who
pulled a queen
of diamonds,
the one non-
winning raffle
card from the
four remain-
ing in the
deck! Grab
your tickets for next week.
there will be a winner!Guests
last week were:Dan Wiekel of
the LST 393 Preservation
Association
(Sylvia
Precious;
Zach Noling
of Price
Waterhouse
Coopers
(proud
fatherJohn
Noling);
Federico
Martinez, head of the Hispanic
Community Services Coalition
(Sonya Hernandez; former
RotarianRoger Morgenstern
(dadDick Morgenstern); former
Rotarian andPast Club
PresidentMary O’Connor
(above left, talking witiRoger
Morgenstern about her new job
in Phoenix, AZ — we wish Mary
a fond adieu), Fran Fisher and
Chris Burnaw of the Community
Coordinating Counci(Jim Fisher);
and visiting Rotarian and

Past Club
President
Nate
McClure,
right, freshly
back from
the RI
Convention
in Montreal,
and sportin’
a spiffy new
“End Polio
Now” shirt -Roger Morgenstern
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Paul Harris News

We turned the camera and
spotlight on our owrRIM editor

Bill Johansonto recognize him
for all his work on behalf of the
Club and for his many years of
service to the greater Muskegon
community. Bill, a Rotarian since
1991, was the second recipient of
the Club’s two annual Paul Harris
Fellowships, along witlh.ouis
Churchwell, honored a week
ago. The Club makes a $1,000
contribution in each man’s name
to the Rotary International
Foundation in recognition of their
achievements.

In late 2003, Bill was a recent
Consumers Energy retiree and
agreed to the@lub President
Don Mathews’ requesto
oversee a makeover of the Club’s
newsletter, th&ound-and-

Round FollowingGene Logaris
retirement as newsletter editor a
short time later, Bill took the
reigns as editor, publisher and
distributor. Not only does Bill
give of his time and talent to
produceRIM each week, the
Club benefits financially as well.

The Consumers Energy
Foundation rewards non-profit
volunteer work of active
employees and retirees via its
Volunteer Investment Program
(VIP) grants. From December
2004 through December 2009,
the Muskegon Rotary Club’s
Foundation has received VIP
grants, on behalf of Bill's
volunteer RIM work, totaling
$2,100.

Bill, who for a change was

completely caught off guard and
surprised, was joined by his wife
of 40 years, Kris, and one of their
two children, daughter Carrie
Kelly, above.

While almostspeechless, Bill
did grab the mike and thank the
Club for the honor, saying
“Rotary and all of you have a
special place in my life.”



