
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 

MEETER / GREETER  
  Tom Powers                  
INVOCATION 
  Fred Halde    
THIS WEEK’S MENU 
  Manicotti w/Veggies -or-      
   Chef Salad -or- Fruit Plate  
NEXT WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS   
  Ken Shelton     July 17 
  Wayne Clock     July 19 
  Frank Kule      July 19 
  Mort Kantor      July 20 
  Dick Morgenstern  July 21 
PROGRAMS  / ACTIVITIES  
7/22  Rotary Club Assembly 
7/29  Keep Kids Safe 
7/30  Our Parties in the Park  
8/05  Modest Needs 
8/12  Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp 
8/19  Life Leadership  
8/26  Entrepreneurialism  
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Jason Piasecki has issued a 
friendly reminder that July 15 is 
now the last day to update your 
information for the new Rotary 
directory . Click here to view a 
proof of the directory.  What you 
see is what will print.  For help, 
contact Jason or Bill Johanson. 
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President Jim reviewed the 
Club’s “birthday policy,” which 
basically is that members, on the 
occasion of their birthdays, are 
assessed 10-cents for every year 
of age, and, to avoid extra 
bookkeeping and confusion, 
everyone’s age is assumed to be 
100.  So, $10 contributed as your 

birthday assessment, whether at 
Club on your birthday or not, will 
certainly be appreciated.  Steve 
Cousins departure to Traverse 
City leaves us with a President 
Nominee vacancy, and only 
Board members, past or present, 
may fill it.  Jay Wallace has 
indicated a willingness to serve in 
that capacity, and will be so 
recommended for the position.  If 
other qualified candidates are 
interested, please see President 
Jim.  The next Board meeting is 
July 13 at the Chamber, from 
noon to 2pm.  All members are 
invited to attend.  Bring you own 
lunch.  President Jim added that  
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the next two weeks are especially 
important meetings, and  
encourages all to attend.  During 
the July 22nd Club Assembly, 
goals and finances will be 
discussed.  In the meantime, 
every member is being asked to 
serve in some fashion this year, 
and detailed e-mails from Jim are 
soon at our computers.  The 
Club’s in need of someone to 
chair the Public Relations 
Committee – see President Jim 
for more details.  Rotary Parties 
in the Park Chair Linda Zolman 
told us there still are first and 
second shift volunteer openings 
for Rotary’s party on July 30, and 
she needs more help.  Please see 
Linda to joint the party team.  
And next week, following Club, a 
special Alcohol Awareness 
session at the Holiday Inn will be 
offered to those dispensing adult 
beverages.  Dale Nesbary 
promoted “Shoot for the Stars,” a 
charity golf outing benefiting the 
Carr-Fles Planetarium at 
Muskegon Community College, 
Friday, July 30, 8am to 2pm, at 
University Park Golf Course.  
After a leisurely round of golf 
that day, coming over to work 
Rotary’s Parties in the Park 
would be a natural summertime 
fit.  And now for the rest of the 

Susan Cloutier-
Myers story.  It  
seems we started 
out last meeting 
by being about 
$600 shy of last 
year’s PolioPlus 
goal.  In 

somewhat miraculous fashion, 
Susan, above, later won our Big 
Raffle ($309), which she said 
would go to PolioPlus and which 
inspired last-minute contributions 
such that, by meeting’s end, her 
annual goal had been exceeded 
by $74.  Cool, huh?   RIM 

would like to offer a “shout out” to 
all Rotarian volunteers who  
made this year’s Muskegon 
Summer Celebration activities 
another rip-roarin’ success.  They 
include, but are not limited to,  
Mary Lou Achterhoff , Tim 
Achterhoff , Tim Lipan  and 
Peggy Scouten (above).  
Guests last meeting were:  
Muskegon County Assistant 
Prosecutor Raymond Kostuzewa 
(Brianna Scott); Muskegon 
Community Radio President Bill 
Erickson, friends Beth Daugherty 
and son Gavin, family members 
Jolie Perez VanLente, Priscilla 
Gandara and daughter Addison 
(John VanLente); State Rep 
Geoff Hansen (Bob Scolnik); 
Disability Connections “Iron 
Man” Peter Long (Susan 
Cloutier-Myers); daughter 
Morgan Woodbury (Vondie 
Woodbury); and Her 
Construction’s Phyllis 
Laudermill (Nancy Crandall).    �
 

OUR PROGRAM 
The 
imposing 
figure we 
first saw in 
the hotel 
hallway was 
obviously 
our speaker, 
the NBA’s 
Cory 
Blackwell, 
left, but 

what we weren’t prepared for 
was an extremely warm and 
positive personality from the 
moment he first 
says hello. 
  Cory is a 
friend of John 
VanLente, 
right, and his  
spouse/partner 
Jolie Perez 
VanLente, who 
seem to have an 
unlimited list of 
fascinating speakers/associates 
for our Rotary meetings.  
 Cory grew up, a kid “from the 
projects,” with a burning desire 
to help other people.  But it was 
to be a long and difficult road 
ahead, helped out by his 
basketball talent.  Overall, he 
played 11 years, college and 
professional, and learned first-
hand that professional sports 
wages, however large, usually 
don’t determine a person’s 
success later in life. 
 He titled his talk “The Power 
of Great Expectations Versus Just 
Hope,” but he couldn’t begin 
before extolling the virtues of 
Muskegon, especially the 
previous evening’s swim in Lake 
Michigan.  The experience is 
nothing like Atlanta in summer, 
he said.  He also commented on 
Rotary, and how he plans to be 
further involved with his local 
club one day soon. 
 Cory is an ordained minister 
and executive life coach for 
athletes.  According to Cory, the 
vast majority (68-71%) of 
professional athletes are broke a 
few years after their playing days 
are over.  He himself went 
through a rough period, 
becoming a 27-year-old divorced 
father of four, three of whom 
were daughters.  It caused him to 
search his soul, asking, “What do  
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I do now?  It took him awhile to 
figure that out, but figure it out, 
he did. 
 Cory told his story about 
being selected by the Seattle 
Supersonics in the 2nd round (28th 
overall) of the 1984 NBA Draft, 
getting the big contract and all 
kinds of goodies and, not soon 
after, wondering, “Is this all there 
is?”  He said he had hoped for 
greatness, but three years later he 
was broke, divorced, and in a bad 
situation.  Cory had just hoped 
he could be great, but didn’t 
expect it, which he went on to 

explain. 
 “There are 
two kinds of 
people,” Cory 
said, “those 
who expect 
their lives will 
turn out and 
those who 
hope their 
lives will turn 
out.” 
 Expecting 
means doing 
whatever it 
takes to make 

something happen; it’s justified 
by reason.  Hope is more a desire 
that may not make you happy 
long-term. 
 “How many of you (do you 
think) were created for greatness 

on behalf of God?” Cory posed to 
the Club.  He also asked us 
“What is your vision?” and 
encouraged us to “not be afraid 
of who you are.”  Live a life to 
your expectations, not to the 
expectations of others.  And it’s 
never too late to change – “What 
would your life look like now if 
you re-crafted it?” 
 The four things that shut down 
expectations are:  Fear (“as a 
child, I feared I couldn’t be the 
right kind of dad”), Ego (“the 
enemy of humility”), Doubt 
(slows you down”), and Pride 
(“being reluctant to ask for help”) 
 Cory’s final word to 
Rotarians:  “Never, ever stop 
existing (as a service club).  Stay 
strong.  Have high expectations.” 
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