
Rotary International is com-
prised of over 1.2 million people 
of varied faith traditions, cele-
brating their faith in diverse, but 
often similar, ways.  Rotarians 
are united by our commitment 
to ñService Above Self.ò   This 
holiday season we should all 
ñReach Withinò ourselves to 
understand the many blessings 
we have received and to renew 
our commitment to ñEmbrace 
Humanityò while we work to 
create a world filled with peace, 
goodwill and understanding.  As 
2011 comes to an end we can be 
thankful that our membership in 
Rotary International has allowed 
us to make a difference during 
these troubling times. 

In the coming year we will be 
making new friends from Indiaôs 
District 3202 through our 
Group Study Exchange.  We 
have a wonderful group of young 
professionals (Adam Rospolock, 
Andrea Sprockett, Stephanie 
Howse, and Alexandra Noussias) 
led by Carol Dombrose from the 
Rotary Club of Strongsville.  
They will be heading to India in 
January.  In March we will be 
joined by a team of young profes-
sionals from India with their visit 
culminating at our District Con-
ference of Clubs on April 13 and 
14.  I look forward to hearing 
from both groups at the Confer-
ence. 

Our soon to be friends have 
recently celebrated Diwali which 
is popularly known as the festival 
of lights.  Many celebrate by 
having oil lamps lit throughout 
the night symbolizing the tri-
umph of good over evil.  Often 
firecrackers are burst to drive 
away evil spirits.  And central to 
the holiday is time spent with 
family and friends which is fit-
ting since December is Family 
Month in the Rotary Calendar. 

 Kalyan Banerjee identified fami-
ly as the central value for Rotari-
ans.  Strong families, he said, are 
central to strong communities.  
As we contemplate building on 
all the wonderful things we do, 
building stronger families should 
be a major part of our vision for 
communities in Northeast Ohio 
and around the world.  Today, 
Tuesday December 6th, I had 
the opportunity to hear about 
the programs supported by the 
Coleman Foundation.  I was 
impressed by the many Rotarians 
who work for or volunteer for 
the Coleman Foundation.  We 
almost had a Rotary meeting at 
the presentation.  It is great to 
see how Rotarians contribute to 
their communities even when it 
is not in the name of Rotary.  
Many of the mental health issues 
they deal with place nearly insur-
mountable roadblocks for indi-
viduals and their families.  The 
stress of homelessness, dementia, 
depression and so much more 

can be dealt with, but it requires 
the support of the more fortu-
nate family and community 
members.  So much of what we 
do helps build stronger families.  
Recently I was at the Rotary 
Club of Mentor when they heard 
from the first recipient of bone 
marrow through their program.  
She is now a healthy, intelligent 
young woman who is helping 
others through her nursing ca-
reer.  Her family is so thankful 
for the work of the Rotary and 
many young patients and their 
families are benefiting from 
Katie Chism. 

November was Rotary Founda-
tion month and without the 
Foundation we could not do 
many of the wonderful programs 
that build stronger individuals, 
families and communities.  As 
2011 comes to an end I ask you 
to consider including the Rotary 
Foundation in your budget.  
There are easy ways to give 
through TRF Direct and it really 
does not take much to be a sus-
taining member giving $100 per 
year.  When I was at the last 
Rotary Zone meeting one person 
had a two dollar bill attached to 
his name badge.  I, of course, 
asked him about it.  His simple 
reply was that is what it costs 
each week to be a sustaining 
member of the Foundation.  
Only two dollars a week!  Per-
haps something as simple as 
throwing your pocket change 
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into a container regularly would 
get you there.  My thanks go to 
Rick Pollak and Rick Cooper 
for all the work you did organiz-
ing presentations and thank you 
to all the clubs that had a 
presentation, or soon will. 

Planning for the District Con-
ference of Clubs is underway.  
There are some very interesting 
ideas being discussed.  All have 
the goals to make the Confer-
ence accessible, enjoyable, edu-

cational, and affordable.  My 
own goal is to focus on the 
three areas of focus identified by 
Kalyan Banerjee last January:  
Family, Vocation and Rotary.  If 
you have thoughts about pro-
gramming for the Conference 
please let me know. 

If I do not see you until January 
Kathryn and I wish you a most 
happy holiday season and a 
happy New Year. 

Governorõs Letter contõd 
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information. This packet, in the 
past, has contained information 
about the Rotary Youth Ex-
change, RYLA and Rotaract as 
well as other Rotary activities. 
This year, I would like to offer 
to every club the opportunity to 
include information about your 
club and events.  

Keeping in mind that this pack-
et must be kept to a reasonable 
size, please follow these guide-
lines when submitting your 
clubôs information:  

Your document must be limited 
to (1) single 8.5x11 page of in-
formation, no exception! 150 
printed copies must be provided 
as this is the approximate num-
ber of people in attendance. 
Please use white paper only, no 
color paper! The pages of infor-
mation will be assembled in no 
specific order by committee 
prior to the event day. The cop-
ies MUST be received no later 
than March 15, 2012 to be in-
cluded in the official packet. 
Please ship your flyers to me at 
the address listed below. I sug-
gest that it be packaged appro-
priately to prevent any damage 
in shipping. All unused flyers 
can be picked up on the day of 
the event after the event has 
concluded. If you choose not to 
retrieve unused flyers they will 
be discarded.  

Thank you and I look forward 
to seeing you in Aurora March 
31st 2012.  

By Scott Pease  

By now many of you have been 
thinking about the upcoming 
Four Way Test Speech Competi-
tion event in March of 2012. I 
have received several emails and 
a number of phone calls asking 
for details of this important 
event. All current information is 
posted on the Districtôs web site 
and new information, as it be-
comes available, will continue to 
be posted.  

Approximately 150 people at-
tend this event each year which 
include the students, Rotarian 
sponsors, and family and friends 
of the contestants. Attendees 
from prior years have truly en-
joyed the event and have com-
mented very positively about 
how this event promotes the 
importance of public speaking 
and the value of being able to 
address a live audience. Young 
people of today face a variety of 
challenges in their future years. 
Being able to stand in front of a 
group and deliver their message 
in a professional manner is a 
true talent. I applaud all the 
students who will be investing 
many long hours in preparation 
for their speeches.  

This next competition will also 
provide an opportunity for Dis-
trict Clubs to promote their 
individual events to a broader 
audience. On the day of the 
event, as the students register 
they will be receiving a packet of 

Four Way Test Speech Contest: Update  

By David Lariviere 

Medina Sunrise Rotary public-
ly announced its new Mission 
Statement last night at its an-
nual Dessert Auction and 
raised over $5,000 to support 
the Rotary Foundation. 

"Created in 1917, the Rotary 
Foundation has grown to be-
come one of the largest and 
most prestigious international 
fellowship programs in the 
world," stated Club Founda-
tion Chairperson Will Koran.  

"The Foundation is a not-for-
profit corporation supported 
solely by voluntary contribu-
tions from the 1.2 million 

By PDG Jack Young  

For the 11 Rotary Clubs and 

over 450 Rotarians and friends 

of Rotary who helped with the 

380 Shoe boxes to Nicaragua 

and the Children of the Dump 

the shoe boxes arrived in Nica-

ragua and have been delivered. 

The children and their families 

are appreciative and their holi-

day will be much happier be-

cause of your efforts. 

We are staring to put together 

the process for next year.   

Thank you to everyone who 

helped this year.  If you have 

any questions or would like to 

be part of the team for 2012, 

please contact Jack Young PDG 

or Marsha Pappalardo. 

News From TRC Medina Sunrise 

Rotarians and friends of Rota-
ry who share the common 
vision of advancing world un-
derstanding, goodwill and 
peace through the improve-
ment of health, the support of 
education and the alleviation 
of poverty." 

Medina Sunrise Rotary Presi-
dent Daryl Kubilis thanked 
Dessert Auction Chairperson 
Becky Shotwell, her commit-
tee, and everyone who attend-
ed the event for their generosi-
ty and added, "With Rotary 
Foundation partnerships that 
include the United Nations, 
the World Health Organiza-
tion and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, you can be 
a part of history this evening 
and join us to becomeé 

 
"Committed to making a dif-
ference in the lives of chil-
dren in our community and 
beyond through our time, 
talents and treasures." -- Medi-
na Sunrise Rotary  

Nicaragua Update: Shoe Boxes   



Looking Ahead to 2012-2013 ð Part 1 

By Julie West 

This year District Governor 
Steve is asking us to build sus-
tainable communities.  Sustain-
able communities will continue 
to be an area of focus for 2012-
2013.  Just as we need to strive 
to make our work in our com-
munities and our international 
efforts sustainable, we also need 
to make sure our Rotary clubs 
are sustainable.  This requires 
having clubs with engaged 
members, and processes for 
identification and implementa-
tion of projects and develop-
ment of current and future 
leaders. 

While half of the current Rota-
ry year remains, with many 
opportunities for service and 
fellowship yet to come, plan-
ning has already begun for the 
next Rotary year.  As you partic-
ipate in this Rotary yearôs activi-
ties, please also be thinking 
about how you would like to be 
involved next year, at both the 
Club and the District level.   

Because Club Presidents, Dis-
trict Governors, and Rotary 
International Presidents serve 
for only one year, training and 
continuity are very important.  
District Governor training has 
already begun and will be com-
pleted in January.  Club Presi-
dent training will begin in Janu-
ary and conclude in April. (If 
your Club has not yet identi-
fied a President-Elect, now is 
the time to do so, so they can 
benefit from the full range of 
training available.) 

As part of their training and 
preparation, Presidents-Elect 
will be assembling their leader-
ship teams, making plans, and 
setting goals for their year as 
Club President. They will be 
looking to current Club officers 
and Committee chairs as well 
as other club members for sug-
gestions on what to continue, 

what to strengthen, what to 
eliminate and what to try new.  
Now is the time to be thinking 
about what you would like to 
see your Club do more of, less 
of, or differently in the coming 
year; and to share your ideas.   

It is also the time to be think-
ing about how you want to be 
involved.  Rotary clubs are 
s t r o n g e s t 
when all of 
their mem-
bers are in-
volved in 
some aspect 
of club activi-
ties. Is the 
time right for 
you to be-
come more 
involved with one of your club 
projects or committees or to 
champion a new club project or 
event? If you are a Committee 
member, have you considered 
taking on a leadership role? If 
you are a current Committee 
Chair, do you have a Vice 
Chair or someone on the Com-
mittee who can take the lead 
should you be asked to take on 
a new role?  Taking a leadership 
role, whether as a project or 
event champion, committee 
chair, board member, or officer 
provides opportunities for you 
to use your current skills to 
benefit your Club as well as to 
build new skills or strengthen 
existing ones. 

Each time I have taken on a 
new role in Rotary, I have in-
creased my understanding and 
appreciation of the number of 
ways Rotarians are making a 
difference at home and abroad; 
gained new friends, knowledge, 
and skills; and realized the ben-
efits of being part of a bigger 
whole.  I thank you for your 
current service to your Club 
and the District and encourage 
you to look for new ways to be 
involved in the coming year.  

By Hugh Cassidy  

In November of 2011, the 
Chesterland Rotary Club de-
cided to change a 20 year tra-
dition by having the Christ-
mas Tree Lighting Ceremony 
at the Chesterland City Park 
take place on the Friday after 
Thanksgiving. Previously, this 
had been done on the follow-

ing Sun-
day, but 
over the 
y e a r s , 
w i t h 
p e o p l e 
traveling 
over the 
w e e k -
end, the 
c rowds 

had been dwindling and it was 
decided that it was time for a 
change. 

This year, with the tree light-
ing on the Friday after Thanks-
giving, there was a record 
crowd of people around the 
Gazebo to celebrate the annu-
al tree lighting event with per-
fect weather. The Christmas 
tree, placed in the center of 
the town Gazebo was donated 
by the Glenn Battles Family. 
Local organizations helped 

with the ceremony. Danny 
Boyôs Pizzeria donated the hot 
chocolate, the Girl Scouts sang 
Christmas carols, the Cub 
Scouts made luminaries that 
lined the walkway, Maple Leaf 
Community Residences pro-
vided the popcorn and pop-
corn popper, the Fire Depart-
ment kept an eye on the fire-
pit, and the Chesterland Ro-
tarians manned the refresh-
ment stand and put up the 
decorations. 

This year marks the 21st anni-
versary of the tree lighting 
ceremony, and it has become 
an event that residents in the 
community look forward to. 
The Chesterland Rotary has 
also assumed responsibility for 
the upkeep of the Gazebo, and 
it continues to be a sparkling 
center piece in Chesterland. `  
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Christmas Tree Lighting in Chesterland  

**EDITORôS NOTE** 

BE SURE TO MOVE YOUR CURSOR 

OVER THE GRAPHICS OR PICTURES 

FOUND IN THIS DOCUMENTé MANY 

OF THEM ARE LINKS TO VIDEOS, 

WEBSITES, PICTURES OR OTHER 

GOODIES 

Club President training will begin in January with President Elect 
Training Seminar (PETS) 1 on January 28th. Registration is now 
open on our District website ï www.rotary6630.com.  It will con-
tinue with All Ohio PETS March 9th-10th which brings together 
Presidents-Elect from all five Ohio Districts.  Registration for All 
Ohio PETS will open January 15th.  Presidents-Elect training will 
conclude with the District Assembly on April 14th.  The District 
Assembly includes training for Club Officers and Committee 
Chairs, and is part of the District Conference. 



District Grants Committee Dec 5th Meeting Report 
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By Bob Johnson 

There was a great deal of activity at the 
most recent monthly meeting of the Dis-
trict Grants Committee.  During the ses-
sion 10 projects that are currently in the 
works, 5 RI matching grants and 5 DSG 
(District Simplified Grants) were dis-
cussed.  The Barberton clubôs $35,000  RI 
Matching Grant project to supply ortho-
pedic wheelchairs to Zapopan, Mexico 
being done in conjunction with District 
5220 and Modesto, CA, was approved for 
submission to RI.  Larry Lallo has spear-
headed this project.  This project will sup-
ply hundreds of different pieces of ortho-
pedic and rehab. equipment for disabled 
adults and children in the Zapopan area.  

Other projects discussed: 

The Wadsworth Club received approval 
and funding for a project in the 
Wadsworth town square to install a video 
camera monitored by the local police for 
security of the town square.  The club is 
also supplying manpower to maintain and 
refurbish the gazebo in the square along 
with some minor landscaping.  Total pro-
ject funding $6400 (DDF-$2200).  

Westlake/Bay Village received approval 
and funding for a childrenôs literacy pro-
ject to be done in conjunction with The 
Lighthouse Literacy project in the inner 
city Cleveland schools.  The project is 
aimed at improving the reading skills of 

young students and preventing them from 
dropping further behind as they move 
through the educational system.  Rotari-
ans will do some of the tutoring and sup-
ply some of the materials necessary for the 
project.  Total funding $6300  (DDF-
$2200).  

The Geauga Cluster of Clubs received 
approval and funding for efforts to both 
help fund and participate in the training 
of 3 new animals being brought into the 
Geauga County Sheriffôs K-9 Unit.  The 
project was initiated by John and Mary 
Wheeler, community members and busi-
ness owners with a goal of raising 
$24,000. For the purchase and training of 
3 dog.  This would bring the Sheriffôs K-9 
unit up to a full staff of 4 handlers and 
dogs.  The Geauga Cluster raised $8000. 
For the purchase and training of one of 
the dogs.  The dogs will share in various 
forms with child and elderly location in 
this rural county, drug identification and 
location, criminal and crowd control and 
other safety related activities in both 
Geauga County and under loan to sur-
rounding areas.  Total funding $8000 
(DDF-$2500).  

The Cuyahoga Falls Club received approv-
al and funding for their project to con-
struct a playground and learning center at 
a local YMCA that serves many underpriv-
ileged children.  The playground toys are 
designed to encourage math and science 

learning in young children.  Rotarians will 
supply all construction and assembly of 
the equipment and funding for the pro-
ject.  Total funding $1784 (DDF-$892). 

  

Other projects under planning and appli-
cation that were discussed: 

  Bedford ï Freezers for local food pantry. 

  Strongsville ï Water project in the Phil-  
 lipines. 

  Brunswick ï Tilapia fish farm. 

 Westshore ï Supply truck for OMNI 
 hospital in Zambia. 

Next Dist. 6630 Grants Committee meet-
ing: Monday, Jan. 9th.  

Bedford (Southeast) Public Library 

70 Columbus Rd. (corner of Columbus 
Rd. and Washington St.) 

Bedford, OH  44146 

440-439-4997  



TRC Kent Lends Helping Hands 
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By Carol Crimi 

On November 5, sixteen members of the 
Rotary Club of Kent joined with volun-
teers from Kent State and other citizens   
in the second annual ñSenior Helpô day.  
The volunteers spent the day helping   
low income seniors with yard work, minor 
repairs and home modifications designed 
to keep them safe, warm and independ-
ent.   Off duty fire fighters made sure that 
teach home was equipped with both 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.  
Greer Heating and Cooling (owned by 
Kent Rotary members Bruce and David 
Hansford) provided free furnace checks.  

 In addition to the help with their homes, 
the seniors were treated to a free breakfast 
prepared for and served by the volunteers.  
Fifteen seniors were directly served and 
many others enjoyed the free breakfast 
and opportunity to get out of their homes 
and socialize with community members.  
It was a great opportunity for the Rotari-
ans to practice ñservice above selfò and we 
look forward to the event next year.   

 

By Steve Schoneman 

Another successful Ashtabula Rotary Christ-
mas party for children was held on Saturday, 
Dec. 3rd as our club ñbuys out the houseò for 
the matinee performance of The Nutcracker at 
the Ashtabula Arts Center and hosts children 
and residents of nursing homes! Thanks to all 
who shopped for presents, brought plates of 
cookies and those who helped on Saturday 
including Norm Gloekler, Tom Chubb, Lou 
Ann Wilkinson, her daughter Christina and 
Rotary exchange student daughter Julianna, 
Mary Lou and Bill Howe and daughter Sara, 
Kristen Daubenspeck and her two daughters, 
Mike Fedler, Mike Bowen, Andre LaSalle and 
Daryl Anderson as Santa. Many thanks to 
Mary Lou and her crew for, once again, spear-
heading this Ashtabula Rotary club tradition.   

We received this wonderful thank you note 
from long-term foster parents Jim and Tami 
Santiago:  

We would like to take this time to Thank All of 
YOU for this wonderful family tradition you have 
provided our family over the years of attending the 
Nutcracker and wonderful gift from Santa!  We 
have been Foster/Adoptive Family for 20yrs now 
and All of my kids that have been here for this 
Holiday look forward to this time with all of 
you.  We have adopted 9 children in the process of 
#10 and have given birth to 3 sons as well.  We 

have also helped 92 other children over this time 
period.  You have helped make them some wonder-
ful memories that they have shared with us even 
after they have moved to their families homes.  They 
will always say do your remember when we went to 
the Nutcracker and we got a present and they will 
tell you what they got!  These are the memories that 
last forever!  Our children will tell a new child 
moving in, hey you want to be here for Christmas 
because we go to the Nutcracker and Santa comes 
and gives us each a gift and talks to us!    

It's also nice that you invite the people from differ-
ent Nursing Homes to join this as well!  It's nice to 
have them there with us and to see their smiles as 
they watch this play or the children watching 
it.  Thank you & Merry Christmas!    

Thank You,  

Jim and Tami Santiago 

Fellow Rotarians, it warms my heart to know 
that our efforts DO make a difference in the 
lives of the people we touch. EVERY little bit 
helps someone. The Nutcracker! takes about 
six hours of our time: 1 hour to shop, 1 hour 
to bake cookies (well, it should take only 1 
hour!) and 4 hours the day of the event. Such 
a short amount of time, yet look at the impact! 
Great job! Merry Christmas! 

 

By Jack A. Young, PDG 
American Nicaragua Hope and Relief 
Board of Directors 
  
During the past 6 months or so, PDG 
Jack Young has been working on getting 
fire equipment and other items to the fire 
fighters of Nicaragua.  After many months 
of working with a number of individuals 
including District Secretary Dave Harper 
and Mike Johns, Jr.   The six pallets of 
items weighing about 3,000 pounds with 
and estimated value of $ 30,000 arrived in 
Georgia and will be repacked according to 
the specification of the military and 
the air freighted to Nicaragua via the Air 
Force.   
  
A special thank you to a number of Rotar-
ians, clubs and others who offered to help 
with the transportation and cost portion 
of goods who responded to a re-
cent article in the District Newslet-
ter requesting  help. According to PDG 
Young, it is refreshing to have Rotarians 
step up to help others in the world who 
are less fortunate.  Mike Johns 

Support to the Fire Fighters of Nicaragua 

Jr., through his company coordinated the 
final shipping arrangements.  A special 
thank you to Rotarian John Kanieski of 
Medina and his staff who provid-
ed storage of the 6 pallets in his ware-
house this year.    
  
To date your district has been involved in 
supplying over $ 500,000 worth of fire 
equipment and supplies including  1 fire 
truck and 2 emergency vehi-
cles,  medical supplies, Children Shoe 
Boxes, baseball equipment, sewing sup-
plies and school supplies to Nicaragua.  In 
all it is estimated that over 700 different 
Rotarians and friends of Rotary have been 
involved in this process during the past 6 
years.  Special thank you to all of you who 
have been involved. 
  
If anyone knows of good Fire Equip-
ment or supplies that could be used in 
Nicaragua or the Dominican Repub-
lic,  please feel free to contact PDG Jack 
Young, 440-759-4000 or 
 Jack1villa@aol.com 
  

By Jay Minkin 

The Rotary Club of Stow Munroe Falls will be 
making the holidays a little bit brighter this 
year for 22 area families.  The service club 
contacted Stow Munroe Falls Schools along 
with the City of Stow and local churches to 
find families that were in need of support.  
The Rotary Club will be donating $7,500 in 
gift cards for groceries, gasoline, and merchan-
dise to the families as part of their 3nd Annual 
Holiday Helping Hands project.  Over the past 
three years, the club has provided over 
$20,000 worth of holiday gifts to families in 
our community.  The individual club members 
are also donating clothing and toy gifts to the 
52 boys and girls as part of this endeavor.  
Members held a basket decorating and filling 
party to embrace the spirit of the season and 
will be delivering the special care packages on 
Saturday, December 10th.   

Throughout the year, the Rotary raises money 
for projects to enhance and benefit the com-
munity.  Chartered in 1980, The Rotary Club 
of Stow-Munroe Falls currently has 85 mem-
bers.  The club used proceeds from their Great 
Golf Ball Drop fundraiser during the Stow 
Sunset Blast festivities to help underwrite this 
project.   

TRC Stow Munroe Falls  News  

TRC Ashtabula & The Nutcracker 



Yuletide Fundraisers & Giving 

Katieôs high school graduation and today was 
the first time they had seen each other since.  
ñThis wonderful man, who had no idea who I 
was, just saved my life,ò said Katie. ñHow can 
you thank someone who saved your life? This 
wonderful man has allowed me to be here today 
to tell my story, and Iôm so thankful.ò  Katie is 
now 26 and has dedicated her life, as an R.N. to 
the very hospital where she received her trans-
plant, St. Jude's. 

Katie shared the following information:   

St. Judeôs encourages its staff to treat the fami-
lies as well as the patients. Education plays a key 
role in 

that treatment. The hospital opened its doors in 
1962.  

Here are some quick facts about St. Judeôs: 

1. $1.7 million is the cost to operate the hospital 
each day 

2. 3,600 employees 

3. 6,000 active patients yearly 

4. 260 patients receive treatment each day 

5. The survival rate today is 94% versus 20% in 
1962 when the hospital opened 

Katie closed her remarks to a standing ovation, 
after which she was presented a check from 
Mentor Rotary to St. Judeôs Hospital.  

Being placed on the registry requires only a 
mouth swab to collect DNA vs. a blood draw 
from years ago. 

The donation process has changed also, now 
stem cells are collected from blood (similar to a 
blood donation) as opposed to bone marrow 
taken from the hip bone. These changes are 
hoped to attract more people to become a do-
nor.  Clubs interested in learning more about 
starting their own program can call Wayne 
Brodnan (President) at 440-339-5241. 

Mentor Club Experiences Miracle 
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By Michelle Klein-Neville 

The North Royalton Broadview Heights 
Rotary Club had another successful 
Christmas tree fundraiser!  Businesses 
were asked to purchase a balled or cut 
tree. The balled trees sold for $100.00 
and the cut trees sold for 
$50.00.   All trees were adorned with 
Christmas lights and a sign advertising the 
business that purchased it.  They now line 
the drive of Broadview Heights City 
Hall.  The trees will be lit for the first time 
on Saturday, December 3rd at the Broad-
view Heights tree lighting and holiday 
kick off party. The balled trees will be 
planted throughout the city - and the busi-
ness that purchased those trees will have 
their company name displayed on a 
plaque in city hall.  According to Jeff Fer-
rara, Tree fundraiser chairperson, the 
funds will be used for a scholarship bene-
fitting a Broadview Heights High School 
student. 

  
The holidays are a time for giving.  With 
that in mind, President, Bob Stout of the 
NR/BH Rotary club presented two 
checks, each in the amount of $1,000 to 
the Broadview Heights and North Royal-
ton Food Banks to help feed area families 
over the holidays.  Several families have 
been adopted by the club as well.  Mem-
bers have volunteered to purchase gifts for 
the family members in an effort to make 
their holidays a little brighter. 

  
Happy Holidays from the North Royal-
ton/Broadview Heights Rotary Club.  

By Wayne Brodnan  

The December 1st meeting of the Rotary club 
of Mentor was a very special one!  We were 
visited by Katie Chism, the clubôs first bone 
marrow recipient.  Katie traveled from Mem-
phis Tennessee with her mom to address the 
club that held its first marrow drive in 1993 
which yielded 1100 people including the 
match for Katie.  She was reunited with her 
donor Tom Preto and finally met Cliff and 
Shirley Shandle who convinced the club to 
begin an annual bone marrow drive.  

It all started in 1992 when Cliff Shandle, a 

Mentor Rotarian, and his wife Shirley began 
an effort with the help of the club to find a 
marrow match for their daughter Carolyn 
who was diagnosed with Leukemia. 

A match was found in July of 1993 but Car-
olyn had developed pneumonia and was too 
ill to undergo the procedure and passed away 
in later that month.  But before she died, she 
asked her parents to continue the effort to 
seek potential donors so that others would 
not have to suffer her same fate.  

Katie was 10 years old in 1995 when her bone 
marrow began shutting down and she found 
out she was suffering from MDS.  Doctors 
gave her an 18% survival rate.  Her family was 
tested but there were no matches.  Her DNA 
was then submitted to the nation Bone Mar-
row Registry where a match was found from a 
39 year old man from Painesville Township.  
Although Katie knew the man was from the 
Midwest she knew nothing more.  It wasnôt 
until Katie had recovered and over a year and 
a half had passed that she was able to meet 
her donor, Tom Preto.  In April of 1997, 
Katie and Tom met for the first time and, 
immediately, they were family. Tom attended 



By Mike Davanzo, AG 

The Medina County Rotary 
Clubs (Brunswick, Lodi, Medi-
na Evening, Medina Sunrise, 
and Wadsworth) met at the 
Weymouth Country Club on 
Thursday, December 1.  
About 70 members and guests 
from these clubs held a joint 
meeting in a festive atmos-
phere.   

After getting to socialize with 
fellow Rotarians from the 
county, the meeting began.  
John Jeavdrevin from the Me-
dina Evening Club explained 
the collection of happy dollars.  
Instead of collecting dollars, 
Santa was on hand ringing the 
bell for the Salvation Army.  
Rotarians and guests deposited 
money into four cans ï one 
per each community represent-
ed by a Rotary Club.  After 
that Carl Abel, from Medina 
Evening Club and Becky Shot-
well, Carlôs daughter, led the 
group in singing ñSmilesò and 
ñJingle Bellsò.  Pastor Dan 
Cammarn from Wadsworthôs 
Club offered the invocation. 

After dinner each president 
talked about upcoming events 
and activities, Brandon Rapp 
from Brunswick mentioned 
that Brunswick just finished 
their Thanksgiving project of 
feeding families and their on-
going Tilapia project.  Bill 
Parker, Lodi, talked about 
their work with beautifying the 
cemetery in town and their 
annual rhododendron sale.  
He is willing to take orders any 
time.  Kevin Dunn, Medina 
Evening Club, talked about 
their Christmas party with the 
Medina County Home and 
announced their annual 
Spring Gala in March.  Will 
Koran, past president from 

Medina Sunrise, discussed      
the clubôs work with the Build 
A Bear Project next week.  He 
also announced the upcoming 
Wine and Roses Fund Raiser 
to be held on February 11.  
Pastor Dan Cammarn, 
Wadsworth, discussed his 
clubôs red-eye  bus trip fund-
raiser to New York.  This one 
is sold out, but more are ex-
pected in the future.  In addi-
tion to these activities, the 
clubs will be involved in bell 
ringing for the Salvation Army 
and working at the Hospice 
Tree at the mall. 

Members were reminded of 
the District Conference/
Assembly in April.  In addi-
tion, the Foundation was spot-
lighted as Paul Harris Fellows 
were asked to stand and each 
Rotarian was reminded of 
EREY and requested to do-
nate something to the Founda-
tion. 

The main speaker was Kevin 
Wermer, Medina Countyôs 
member of the membership 
committee.  He gave a very 
insightful talk on membership 
and suggested ways of getting 
new members.  He shared 
with the group his clubôs blue 
badge program and member-
ship night.  Other member 
from the group also shared 
ideas.  Among those ideas, 
were handing out business 
cards with an invited to break-
fast with all the info 
(Brunswick), another was to 
invite a potential member not 
only to a meeting but also to 
an event (Medina).  Other 
thoughts that were mentioned 
were the importance of one on 
one contact, follow-up, inter-
esting speakers, and more per-
sonal contact. 

Medina Cluster Meets for Fellowship, Recognition, and Membership Ideas 
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First Ladies of Rotary Becky 
Shotwell (Medina Evening 
and Sunrise) Marsha Pappa-
lardo (Brunswick), Karen 
Gayner (Medina Evening) and 
T e r r i  M e n s e r 
(Wadsworth)  These were the 
first women in their respec-
tive clubs.  Also Becky, Mar-
sha and Karen joined when 
women were first permitted. 

Kevin Wermer of Medina 
Evening Club discuss mem-
bership.   Kevin is the Medi-
na Cluster member of the 
district committee 

Lodi Club members - Al 
Rom, Larry Cray, Mr & Mrs 
Tom Whelan  

Rotarians Brand Grubb, Bri-
an Feron (both of Medina 
Evening Club and Barb Sagar 
(Medina Sunrise) 

The evening concluded with 
membership awards given to 
long time members of the 
clubs. Brunswick (Pat Carlson, 
William Kugler, and Stan So-
cha); Lodi (Allen Rom and Joe 
Warner); Medina Evening 
(Carl Abell, Ralph Waite, 
Robert Baisch, John Kanieski, 
Bijay Jayaswal, John Jeandriv-
en, Brian Feron, and Karen 
Gayner); Medina Sunrise 
(Drew Dawson, Frank Festi, 
Mark Morse, Becky Shotwell, 
and Than Jain) ;  and 
Wadsworth (Richard Dickey 
and Daniel Weltzien ï both 
with perfect attendance since 
1925).  The final awards were 
presented to the first ladies in 
the clubs ï Brunswick- Marsha 
Pappalardo;  Medina Evening 
ï Karen Gayner; Medina Sun-
rise ï Becky Shotwell and  
Wadsworth - Terri Menser.  
Of these Marsha, Karen and 
Becky were Rotarians ever 
since Rotary changed it policy 
and admitted women as mem-
bers.  We salute our pioneers 
in the county. 

Medina Cluster Presidents L 
to R 
Dan Cammarn (Wadsworth), 
Bill Parker (Lodi) and Kevin 
Dunn (Medina) Not pictured 
- Brandon Rapp (Brunswick 
and Daryl Kubilus (Medina 
Sunrise) 
 

 

 



High School Exchange Scholarships 

ñWe have worked with Rotary in Bolivia 
now for the past 8 years with the past sever-
al in rural remote villages.  The ñroadsò we 
travel are really just rutted sugar cane fields 
and in the best of times can rattle your 
teeth or bang your head. Just ask our past 
Rotary volunteers.    One of our vehicles 
was in an accident back in April that was 
pretty fatal. We have managed just this 
month to get it running again but it is defi-
nitely a short term fix. To do our work we 
must have two trucks so we are seeking the 
financing to purchase a new four-wheel 
drive dual cab truck in Bolivia.  The cost of 
such a truck is similar to what it would cost 
here in the US, approximately $30,000-
$32,000. We estimate that such a purchase 
would allow us at least 12 years of contin-
ued work.   I realize not many clubs or dis-
trict have this much money lying around so 
I feel like if I had a commitment for a por-
tion of the money, I can begin approaching 
other districts or clubs to complete the pur-
chase.ò   

Second, ñhaving worked in Bolivia now for 
8 years we have seen how the medical sys-
tem fails everyone but especially for rural 
women and children. So as part of our mis-
sion to improve health, we began with Rota-
ry to do some research and needs assess-
ments back in 2009.  We wrote a RI match-
ing grant this year and District 6220 has 
sponsored that.  It has been submitted for 
approval but to stay under the $50,000 lim-
it we could not include the transportation 
of the equipment which is estimated at 
$14,000.ò  

You may visit their website to learn more, 
http://ettaprojects.org/.  I look forward to 
hearing from each club about the possibility 
of providing support to this organization 
when she comes to our District. 

Etta Project 
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By Patrick Kelley, 
Rotary D6630 YE Outbound Chairman 
 
The Districtôs Youth Exchange Commit-
tee along with Governor Steve Zabor has 
Interviewed 12 Outbound Scholarship 
Candidates for the 2012-2013 school year.  
The successful candidates will be an-
nounced after the first of the year.  So far 
the following 9 Rotary Clubs have spon-
sored students: Burton-Middlefield, 
Brunswick, Hiram-Garrettsville, Lake-
wood-Rocky River, Lakewood-Rocky River 
Sunrise, North Royalton-Broadview 
Heights, Strongsville, Tallmadge and 
Westlake-Bay Village. 

The Committee is working to increase the 
number of Scholarships that can be 
awarded by the District so if you have any 
candidates who have not yet submitted an 
application, contact Patrick Kelley at 
ryepatrickkelley@yahoo.com or 330-233-
7200 to discuss the late filing procedures. 

The Foreign Study scholarships for high 
school students is a program for them 
study for one year abroad as part of Rota-
ry International Youth Exchange Pro-
gram.  The foreign Rotary club will pro-
vide your student room, board, tuition 
and monthly pocket money with an esti-
mated value of over $35,000.  This pro-
gram has earned the highest quality repu-
tation as a program our middle class stu-
dents can easily afford. 

Although there is no cost to your Rotary 
club to sponsor a candidate, in order for 
your Club to award the scholarship it will 
need to agree to host an Inbound student 
at a cost of approximately $2,000.  

Teens must be between 15 and 18½ on 
the September 1, 2012.  Generally upper 
1/3 of class but exceptions are regularly 
made for outstanding teens near the up-
per ½ of the class.  Parent will cover ad-
ministrative, travel expenses, organization-
al costs and additional spending money as 
needed.   

This is not a Rotary Foundation program 
so children or relatives of Rotarians can 
participate in this Rotary program. 

 

By Steve Zabor 

When I was at a Rotary Zone meeting 
outside Chicago I heard Pennye Nixon-
West speak about the Etta Project in Bo-
livia.  The mission of the project is 
ñEmpowering Bolivian communities to 
transcend the limitations of poverty.ò  I 
was immediately impressed by their ongo-
ing commitment to seek sustainable re-
sults.  After she had completed her 
presentation I immediately asked if she 
would come to our District Conference of 
Clubs and she agreed.  Below I have in-
cluded her description of two projects 
they are currently developing. 

Recently Pennye Nixon-West sent me a 
letter that included the following state-
ment about their organization.  ñEtta Pro-
jects was created in 2003 to honor the life 
and legacy of Etta Turner, a teenager 
whose young life ended tragically in No-
vember 2002 when she was in Bolivia as a 
Rotary International Exchange student. 
Since our establishment Etta Projects, a 
501c3 organization, has supported thou-
sands of families in Bolivia to improve 
their health & nutrition, education and 
employment opportunities.   

Etta Projects is dedicated to working with 
communities to empower local people to 
appraise and analyze their lives and living 
conditions. Etta Projects does not inde-
pendently choose its projects; rather we 
strengthen the community's ability to 
evaluate their own problems and to iden-
tify possible solutions. We are dedicated 
to participatory methodologies, green 
practices, and the use of local resources.  
The core of all projects is training and 
education to empower participants with 
the tools to make sustainable changes in 
their lives.  Solutions often focus on, but 
are never limited to, the areas of water, 
sanitation, hygiene, nutrition, education 
and income generation.ò 

Pennye will be coming to District 6630 
and I would like to present her with a gift 
of support from us.  We can make a big 
impact if each club in the district would 
step up and provide as little as $3 per 
member.  I have included her description 
of two projects they are currently develop-
ing. 
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By Linda Kramer 

Berea Rotarians have made sup-
porting local food pantries a top 
priority. Three pantries serve the 
Berea area. Berea Rotary divided 
its proceeds from Strongsville 
Rotaryôs Savor the Flavor among 
the three pantries ï Berea Wel-
fare, SCAN Hunger Pantry and 
Church Street Ministries. 

Frannie Millward, outreach di-
rector of Church Street Minis-
tries, was the guest speaker at 
Rotary on Nov. 15.  Millward 
founded the agency 25 years ago 
to help the disadvantaged in 
Greater Cleveland. The organiza-
tion is based at Bereaôs First 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ and offers counseling, 
financial assistance, clothing and 
household goods to those in 
need. Right now, Church Street 
Ministries is in need of a truck to 
pick up and deliver donated 
items. Millward said the Ministry 
really got its start when her 
brother, Irv Ryan, and his fellow 
Berea Rotarians supported her 
efforts in 1986. She also thanked 

Berea Rotary for attending the 
Church Street Ministriesô 25th 
anniversary dinner on Nov. 9. 

Once a month, Berea Rotarians 
also collect non-perishable items 
for delivery to SCAN. In Novem-
ber, Rotary donated nearly 40 
pounds of food and paper goods. 

EPA:  Ann Marie Vincent of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency spoke to Rotary on Nov. 
8. The Great Lakes regional 
office of the EPA is located in 
Chicago but the Cleveland office 
is vital to monitoring Lake Erie 
and enforcing compliance with 
federal regulations. The EPA 
also sponsors the Healthy 
Schools program, which helps to 
educate students, teachers and 
administrators and to prevent 
environmental issues in schools. 
To contact the Cleveland Office 
of the federal EPA, call (440) 
250-1700. The general hot line 
number for the regional head-
quarters is (800) 621-8431. For 
more information, go to 
www.epa.gov. 

HOSPICE CARE: Norma 
Kleem, a social worker with So-
lAmor Hospice in Westlake, 
explained hospice care to Berea 
Rotarians on Nov. 29.  She said 
most hospice care is provided in 
the home and can be cost-free to 
Medicare and Medicaid patients. 
Most hospices also offer respite 
care for family care-givers. The 
patient can be transferred to an 
appropriate facility for up to five 
days so the family can be relieved 
of daily responsibilities temporar-
ily. Most hospices also offer be-
reavement support to families. 
Patients must be referred to a 
hospice by a physician. 

MEET & GREET: Berea Rotari-
ans relaxed with a social get-
together at Mikeôs Bar & Grille 
in downtown Berea on Nov. 22. 
This was a pre-Thanksgiving, pre-
holiday time to unstress and just 
visit ï and plan for Rotaryôs an-
nual Christmas Party at JôBella 
restaurant in Strongsville on 
Dec. 13. 

SAVE THE DATE: Berea Rota-
ryôs annual fund-raising auction 

Berea Rotary Supports Food Pantries 

By PDG Bob Prevette 

Nordonia Hills Rotary speaker at our 12-6
-11 meeting was PDG Audrey Chevalier 
of District 6380 Chatham, Ontario Cana-
da. She is a 2007-08 Rotary Shares Year 
Class Mate of PDG Bob Prevette whose 
home Club is Nordonia Hills Rotary. 

Audrey has attended 7 RI Conventions, 6 
Zone Meetings, 3 National Immunization 
Days in India, a Turkey Friendship Ex-
change, and has been District Trainer for 
her District for 3 years. 

Audrey and her late husband John who 
passed away in March of 2009 first Met 
Bob & Caroline at the 2005 Madi Zone 
training conducted at Madison, Wi. They 
have become long time friends sharing 
family and friend relationships being to-
gether at RI Zones, International Assem-
bly, International Conventions, Visiting 
each others homes, with Audrey and John 
attending our 2007 District 6630 Founda-
tion Dinner with PRIP Frank Devlyn 
along with participating in our 2008 Dis-

TRC Nordonia Hills Gets Visitor 

trict 6630 Conference ñSharing Rotary is 
Funò. Bob and Caroline attended PDG 
Audreyôs 2007 Installation in Chatham, 
Ontario. 

Audrey is well known to District 6630 
Leadership from her Zone Participation 
and visits here locally for District 6630 
events. She was honored last September 
25th 2010 with a dinner at the Bertram 
Inn and Conference Center by many of 
her District 6630 Leadership friends. 

Audrey who will become a first time 
grandmother in January has been the Pre-
vette family guest these past several days 
touring the local area and being with the 
Prevette Grand Children while visiting 
Santa Claus. 

Audrey spoke to our Nordonia Hills Club 
regarding the highlights of her District 
Governor Year along with emphasizing 
the values of Rotary and the friendships 
that are developed. She may be contacted 
by e-mail    achevalier1@cogeco.ca 

and dinner will be March 31 at 
the Cleveland Browns Training 
Facility in Berea. Last year was 
the first time the Auction was 
held at the Browns Facility and 
the first time the Browns had 
invited an outside organization 
to use their building. The event 
went so well, the team has agreed 
to an encore. Tickets are limited 
and are $100 each. Price in-
cludes a catered dinner, open 
bar, auction, sideboards and 
door prizes. For tickets and more 
information, contact President-
elect Cons Templeman at (440) 
781-1370 or consolinatemple-
man@att.net. 

KIVA LOANS:  Ken Weber, 
Berea Rotary Kiva chair, has 
made 228 loans to date. The 
latest went to entrepreneurs in 
Indonesia (pigs), Zimbabwe 
(poultry), Costa Rica (pigs), Peru 
(animal  sales) ,  Pakistan 
(livestock) and Bolivia (animal 
sales). To learn more about Kiva 
loans, go to www.kiva.org.  

By Steve Zabor 

We are nearing the deadline for applications 
from District 6630 Rotarians who are interested 
in serving the District as Governor following Julie 
West in 2013/2014.  This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity that anyone who has completed their year 
of service will acknowledge.  I have very much 
enjoyed the opportunity to visit all 56 clubs and 
to get to know the diversity of Rotarians in Dis-
trict 6630.  As I said in my cover letter for this 
newsletter I am proud to be associated with this 
district. 

Once we choose the person to follow Julie West 
we will set our sights on identifying the person to 
serve during the Rotary year of 2014/2015.  One 
requirement is that the candidate has served as 
the president of her/his club.  While it is desira-
ble that the candidate has had some experience at 
the district level there is plenty of time to get to 
know the district, its challenges and its possibili-
ties.  What I know from my own experience is 
that there are many who are ready and willing to 
help. 
Please help us identify qualified and interested 
individuals for this position.  If you, or someone 
you think might be interested, has questions or 
concerns please feel free to contact me, za-
borsl@gmail.com or 330-569-4936.  The deadline 
for nominations will be January 15, 2012. 

DG Nominations Sought 



Camp Transformation Continues  

gram topic was on Rudyôs experience 
abroad as an international student in Vir-
ginia.  I found it curious that the meeting 
had so many references to people and 
events in places outside of France.   

Rudy Gardet thoroughly enjoyed his Rotary 
International year with his family in Virgin-
ia Beach.  I saw slides of his beloved Ameri-
can family, his friends at the high school, 
and a project with the high school Interact 
Club to prepare and send special packages 
to troops overseas.  Some of his favorite 
experiences included Prom night (no equiv-
alent in France), camping with friends and 
family, exploring Virginia and its rich role 
in history in the founding of the U.S., 
learning about American organizations such 
as Young Life, and trading pins with every-
one from everywhere.  The jacket he was 
wearing was plastered with pins from differ-
ent Rotary clubs and other meaningful plac-
es.    He mentioned that this year abroad 
was the ñreal American dreamò and to top 
it off, the trip though Rotary to New York 
and California was ñparadise.ò  He was ex-
tremely satisfied with all that he experi-
enced.  I did see a few photos of ñweird 
food itemsò that show the difference be-
tween French and American cuisine.  It was 
a great way to learn about our own culture 
and Rotary, thorough the eyes of an inter-
national visitor.   I hope some of you will 
have the opportunity to travel to Toulouse 
some day to experience a familiar setting in 
a different geographic area.  I just hope you 
choose the Thursday that dinner is served.  
Itôs definitely worth the culinary treat. 

Susan Colville-Hall 

Here's the photo of the President giving 
me the  banner  

The Best Part of òMaking-Upó... 
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By Bonnie Lass Wojno  

When was the last time you visited the Ro-
tary Camp at Rex Lake in the Portage 
Lakes? 

If, you havenôt been there in a while, you 
are in for a surprise.  The camp begun in 
1924 by two Akron Rotarians, Dr. Hezzel-
ton Simmons and Dr. Walter Hoyt as a 
camp for children with Polio to enjoy the 
outdoors has been the primary project of 
the Rotary Club of Akron for  87 years. 

In 2010 the Rotary Camp Board of Trus-
tees began a campaign to renew the facili-
ties for todayôs campers. Today the camp 
continues to serve children and adults with 
disabilities. The campôs facilities did not 
meet ADA standards and were in need of 
repair. The capital campaignôs goal  is to 
raise $3,500,000, the Rotary Club of Akron 
Members and the Akron Rotary Founda-
tion provided the first $1,000,000. Today 
we are proud to say that the campaign has 
raised $2,360,000. 

This campaign has been organized with the 
leadership of Nick and Ruthie George and 
Jack and Vivian Harig.  Other members of 
the team include: Rennick Andreoli, Jody 
Bacon, Mark Krohn, Bill Manby JR.,  Rick 
Rogers, Steve Shechter, Mike Wojno, 
Lance Chima.   

We invite members and clubs in the district 
to visit camp, to consider the camp for re-
treats, and to consider taking on a project 
with the camp. 

The project has received some wonderful 
publicity lately. For more information on 
the project view following: 

h t t p : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / u s e r /
RotaryCamp1 
ht tp: / /www.ohio .com/news/ loca l /
volunteers-renovate-akron-rotary-camp-
1.246354 
http://www.akronist.com/watch/324/
untitled.html 
h t t p : / / w w w . yo u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=Vt9TNV6Krg8 
For more information contact: 

Bonnie Lass Wojno, Dreamweaver, Akron 
Rotary Camp 4460 Rex Lake Drive, Akron, 
OH 44319  

 330-644-4512 bonniew@akronymca.org 

Rotary Club Toulouse ï Terre dôEnvol 
Grand Hotel dôOrleans 
72 rue de Bayard 
31 000 Toulouse 
President Albom Cianferani 
December 8 
A chance glance at the wall of a restaurant 
that is part of the hotel in Toulouse near 
where I was staying communicated that 
Rotary Club International met there regu-
larly on Thursdays.  I inquired and found 
out they would be meeting while I was 
there on business for the Franco-
American Teachers-In-Training Institute 
(a project that I direct at the University of 
Akron).  Making the good decision to 
attend, I am happy to report in this short 
article on a group of delightful French 
Rotarians who enjoy projects and com-
panionship very similar to that of Akron.   

Between20-30 people attended the 
ñcocktail meetingò that evening at the 
Hotel dôOrl®ans in Toulouse starting at 8 
pm.  The way their program is set up, 
every other week is either a dinner meet-
ing or a ñcocktailò meeting in the dining 
room at the hotel.  This weekôs program 
was the slide show of a returning Interna-
tional Rotary student, Rudy Gardet, who 
had spent the year in the U.S. at Virginia 
Beach.   The meeting was just starting 
when I arrived and announcements were 
made about various projects, who was 
doing what, including their holiday gath-
erings, a Magicianôs show that they do to 
raise money for one of their causes in 
January, boxes of chocolates available 
through Rotary for the holidays (made by 
one of the members who is a well-know 
chocolate maker and store owner, (at 
Thierry Aimé Chocolates), a short 
ñprotocolò presentation about things that 
happened on that date in various years 
including the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
and a special presentation on musicology 
about the very 1st Beatlesô album.  It sur-
prised me that not everyone would know 
these songs, but then was I assuming too 
much, having been a product of that era 
myself?   I could sing along.  Everyone 
there was much younger than I!  There 
was also a reference to the history of water 
projects for UNESCO that the Rotary 
International has undertaken, especially 
in developing countries.  The major pro-
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By Paul Engleman   

Many philanthropists say it is 
more difficult to give money 
away intelligently than it is to 
earn it. 

As charitiesô financial practices 
make headlines, many donors 
are concerned about how their 
money is used. 

Rotarians can be confident that 
their contributions to The Rota-
ry Foundation are being well 
spent. 

The Foundation has earned a 
grade of A+ from the American 
Institute of Philanthropy, a top 
rating of four stars from Charity 
Navigator, and full accreditation 
from the Wise Giving Alliance 
of the Better Business Bureau. 

Only 2.3 percent of Foundation 
expenditures go to administra-
tive expenses, and 7.3 percent 
go to fundraising. The Founda-
tion focuses more than 90 per-
cent of its spending on pro-
grams, far exceeding the thresh-
old of 75 percent that independ-
ent charity-rating services view 

as a measure of high efficien-
cy.     

That comes as no surprise to 
Foundation Trustee Steve 
Brown, who says the organiza-
tionôs grant application and 
review process contains the safe-
guards necessary to ensure that 
funds are used wisely. 

Typically, Brown explains, inter-
national projects funded by the 
Foundation involve a sponsor 
club or district, which partners 
with an on-site host club or 
district. Funding may go 
through the sponsor or host. To 
implement a project, clubs must 
spell out what they plan on 
doing, how they plan on doing 
it, and what Rotariansô involve-
ment will be. All projects re-
quire a detailed budget and 
often additional supporting 
documentation before receiving 
Foundation approval. 

Once an approved project is 
funded, Brown says, a detailed 
progress report must be present-
ed within one year. The report-
ing includes verification of what 

has happened (usually with pho-
tos) and requires copies of bank 
statements showing the flow of 
funds. The presidents of either 
the host or sponsor club must 
sign off on the report. 

The Foundation has a steward-
ship committee that can review 
a project and impose a resolu-
tion if issues occur. If money 
was improperly spent, a club can 
be asked to return funds or even 
have its membership in Rotary 
International terminated. 

ñYou donôt want to have every-
thing controlled from Evans-
ton,ò Brown says. ñWe probably 
have more complaints about our 
rigorous stewardship than ap-
plause for it. But 99 percent of 
the time, things go the way we 
expect.ò 

Adapted from the November 
The Rotarian. 

The Rotary Foundation Enjoys High Ratings From Charity Watchdogs 

By Richard S. Pollak 
 
This monthôs Foundation Thoughts are 
about ...  
 
Leaving your legacy through The Rotary 
Foundation 
ñThe Rotary Foundation has helped 
touch lives all over the world by putting 
polio drops in mouths of children, dig-
ging wells so clean water is available for 
drinking and bathing, providing educa-
tion opportunities, and much more. By 
becoming a member of the Bequest Socie-
ty, you can help ensure that important 
projects like these continue in the future. 
If the projects and programs that Rotary 
completes today are important to you, 
then please become a Bequest Society 
member so that Rotary is secure for to-
morrowò ð Rotarian Jean Waltke  
 
 

December: Family Month  

Supporting the Foundation 
ñI believe in donating annually to The 
Rotary Foundation because itós my foun-
dation. If I donót do it, then how can I 
convince others to give?ò ð District Gover-
nor Atmaram ñRamò Gawande  
Past RI President James L. Bomar asked: 
ñWhat is the value of the life of one child 
saved? No one will ever know, but if the 
child were our own, the price tag would 
be marked: Not for Sale ï this life is inval-
uable.ò Rotarians and The Rotary Foun-
dation will pay any price; make your an-
nual gift today. 
 
3-H grants 
In Nepal, infant mortality is most severe 
in remote Himalayan villages, areas that 
are also in short supply of family planning 
services and economic opportunities. To 
address these needs, Rotarians have creat-
ed an extensive training program to bring 
much-needed prenatal and postnatal ser-

The Object of Rotary is to 
encourage and foster the ideal 
of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, 
to encourage and foster:  

FIRST. The development of 
acquaintance as an opportuni-
ty for service; 

SECOND. High ethical stand-
ards in business and profes-
sions; the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful occu-
pations; and the dignifying of 
each Rotarian's occupation as 
an opportunity to serve socie-
ty; 

THIRD. The application of 
the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian's personal, business, 
and community life; 

FOURTH. The advancement 
of international understand-
ing, goodwill, and peace 
through a world fellowship of 
business and professional per-
sons united in the ideal of 
service. 

vices to 10 remote regions. The program 
is training 52 young women as profession-
al auxiliary nurse midwives. The project, a 
collaboration between the Rotary clubs of 
Kathmandu Mid-Town and Darmstadt-
Bergstrasse, Germany, is supported by a 
US$283,725 Health, Hunger, and Hu-
manity Grant from The Rotary Founda-
tion.  
 
Foundation grants 
Nueva Esperanza is a sustainable commu-
nity in Honduras created for families dev-
astated by Hurricane Mitch. The commu-
nity was established with the help of a 
US$445,000 Rotary Foundation grant. 
The project provided eye and dental care, 
medicines, medical equipment, books, 
computers, and other benefits to the com-
munity. The effort enabled women to 
receive microcredit loans to help generate 
income, such as a handmade paper busi-
ness.  

The Object of Rotary 



Northeast Ohio, and, specifically 
Rotary District 6630 !! 

This is the exact reason why 
Distrito Governador Flavio 
Zunta of Rotary Distrito 4630, 
his wife Valdete and fellow Ro-
tarian Howard Gabe came to 
visit us during the last week of 
October rather than another 
location on their way back 
home to Brazil from California.  

In addition to the Rotary clubs 
of Westshore, Berea, North 
Royalton/Broadview Heights 
and Strongsville, they were able 
to tour Baldwin-Wallace Col-
lege, Lutherôs Farm in Richfield, 
the Rotary Camp in Akron, 
Hanson House in Berea, down-
town Cleveland, Quicken 
Loanôs Arena, a Business Expo 
as well as ñSafetytownò and 
ñD.A.R.E.ò in Strongsville. 

Oh yes, they found some time 
to shop for souvenirs of North-
east Ohio also!! 

However, first and foremost, 
they return home to Brazil with 
fond memories of NOT the 
ñwhatò or the ñwhenò or the 
ñwhereò, but, of the ñWHOò!!!      

Rotarians here in Northeast 
Ohio are by FAR some of the 
most friendly and ñwarmò and 
hard-working people they had 
ever met and in the world!!!  

The PEOPLE who belong to the 
Club of Westshore and the 

camaraderie and fellowship in 
addition to their many club 
functions. 

The PEOPLE who belong to the 
Club of Berea and the camara-
derie and fellowship in addition 
to their many club functions 
including involvement with 
KIVA and Rotaract. 

The PEOPLE  who belong to 
the Rotary Club of North Royal-
ton / Broadview Hts. -  Valdete, 
in particular,  was extremely 
impressed with the program 
that particular morning as long-
time Rotarian Don Faulhaber 
led the group in singing to  the 
Great Pumpkin (look at the 
picture attachedé) ï and their 
strong presence in the two com-
munitiesé. 

The Rotary Camp in Akron ï if 
ñyouò have not seen it, you 
SHOULD ï ñenough saidò 
é..!!!!!!! 

The PEOPLE who belong to the 
Downtown Cleveland ï the 
organization and structure, yet, 
the fellowship ï for example, 
Jerry Jarzabeck who  ñdroppedò 

Greetings and Salutations from the Best Location in the Nation  
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By Larry Faulhaber 

The Lakewood Rocky River 
Rotary Noon Club started 
distributing dictionaries to 
third grade student in all Lake-
wood and Rocky River schools 
as a combination Centennial 
and Literacy project.  Sunrise 
Club member Bill Gaydos 
made contact with Sister 
Loretta Spotilla with the Inter-
faith Wellness Ministry in 
Estill County Kentucky.  Bill 
arranged for Rotary infor-
mation to be included in the 
dictionaries which are sent 
directly to Sr. Loretta in this 
Appalachian area of Kentucky.  
She arranges for the distribu-
tion to four grade students in 
three schools in this poor area 
of the county.  This Literacy 
Project is now an annual Com-
munity Service project of the 
Sunrise Club.   

anything and everything to 
make sure they were driven 
wherever they wanted to go !! 

A VERY special thank you to 
Luisa (Westshore), Chuck 
(Berea), Bea (Strongsville), Paul 
Richards, Jerry (Cleveland) and 
to Dr. Jeff Peacock (Strongsville) 
for some last-minute shoppingé     
Oh and our emergency driver, 
Carol Dombrose, who DID 
ñdropò everything for an emer-
gency last-minute run to and 
from Strongsvilleôs Mall on 
THE afternoon they were to 
leaveé.. 

MUITO Obrigado (MANY 
thanks) 

Flavio Zunta, Rotary Distrito 
4630 Distrito Governador 

Valdete Zunta, Flavioôs wife 

Howard Gabe, Rotariano from 
Maringa 

Jay Dzurilla, Rotary District 
6630 Past District Governor 

Lkwd/RR Sunrise 

*800 volunteers donate more 
than 6,000 hours in preparing 
decorations and applying them 
to the float.    
*Each year Rotary clubs enthu-
siastically contribute financial 
support to this significant pub-
lic relations project.  
* Please join your fellow Rotari-
ans and their friends and make 
a contribution in support of 
the float.  
*The 2012 float "Inching To-
wards the End of Polio" de-
picts our important mission to 
eradicate polio 
*For more information or to 
make a contribution visit our 
website at www.rotaryfloat.org 
or e-mail 

  rosefloat@rotaryfloat.org  
*To schedule a program for 
your club on this event contact 
P D G  J i m  F r a m e  a t 
JRFrame@aol.com. 

  

By PDG Jim Frame 

This will be Rotary's 33rd year 
in the parade and my 16th 
year as one of six Regional 
Advisors to the Rotary Rose 
Parade committee.  

As a Rotarian YOU SHOULD 
KNOW .......  

*This is our 33rd Consecutive 
Float Entry.  
*The float is funded by gener-
ous contributions from Rota-
ry club members and friends 
in the U.S. and Canada.  The 
float is not a project of Rota-
ry International, and no Ro-
tary International funds are 
to build it.  
*The Rose Parade is viewed by 
approximately 700,000 live 
spectators, a television view-
ing audience of 40 million in 
the U.S. and 300 million 
around the world in more 
than 200 countries.  

Rotary & The Tournament of Roses  


