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December 13, 2011 

Dear RYLA Chair: 

Re: 2012 RYLA in District 6670 

Once again, it is time to spring into action and make your student selections for the 

2012 RYLA Camp for District 6670!  We have planned a terrific 48 hour event for your 

Award winning sophomores and juniors, from April 20-22, 2012. The location is Camp 

Kern YMCA Leadership & Conference Center in Oregonia OH.  

We have attached a RYLA Chair Report, Timetable, Instructions, News Releases and 

Letters for guidance. Please talk with your club members for suggestions of students to 

sponsor, and explain the camp activities to the students. Make copies of the 

Application Form (two sided) and the Health Form for use in the process.  

Also, please be sure that your students understand that the camp will feature several 

outdoor challenges. They will need to come prepared for physical activity and be 

dressed appropriately. They are also required to attend the ENTIRE camp.  

Please select your students and send their applications and health forms along with 

$155 per student to the District Chair, Carol Hughes, at 810 Wildwood Court, Lebanon 

OH 45036, by February 14, 2012. Questions can also be answered by calling 937-251-

3333 or emailing Carol at carolhughes6@gmail.com.   

We will only accept 75 students for this program. It is an honor and privilege to be 

selected for this program. The important items to remember are: 

¶ We only have 75 spots 

¶ Registration is due by February 14, 2012 

¶ The students have to commit to attend the ENTIRE camp 

¶ The students need to dress appropriate for outdoor activities  

Just so you know, Carol and co-chair Earl Reeder are also available to be booked as a 

speaker for your club gathering, if you think it could help with gathering support for 

your program. We also want you to check out our RYLA DVD from 2011, to give your 

committee and students some idea of what RYLA will be like in 2012:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbGsnIJd74M   We are certainly looking forward to 

providing a meaningful leadership event in April 2012, to a select group of students of 

whom each Club in District 6670 can be proud.  

We are counting on YOU to participate in order to make this camp a success. What a 

great way to invest in the future! 

Sincerely 

Carol     Earl 

Carol Hughes    Earl Reeder  

2012 RYLA Co-Chair   2012 RYLA Co-Chair 

 

Rotary Youth 

Leadership Awards 

Rotary District 6670 

Southwest Ohio 

 

2012 Fastfacts:  

Location: Camp Kern, 

5291 St. Rt. 350, 

Oregonia, OH 45054 

 

Dates: Friday April 20 

at 1:00 p.m. thru 

Sunday April 22 at 12 

noon 

 

Cost: $155 per 

student.  

 

For more 

information, call  

District 6670 RYLA 

Chair Carol Hughes at 

937-251-3333 

Or email Carol at 
carolhughes6@gmail.com 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbGsnIJd74M


2 | P a g e 
 

The RYLA Award ς What is this? 

¶ RYLA was started in Australia in the early 1960s. It was adopted as an official 

Rotary Program worldwide in 1971.  

¶ The Rotary Youth Leadership Awards entitles the recipient(s) to take part in the 

annual RYLA camp as the guest of their local Rotary Club.  

¶ RYLA is a 48 hour intensive youth leadership training experience headed up by 

highly trained, experienced leaders representing a wide range of vocations.  

Check the link to our DVD from the 2011 program. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbGsnIJd74M 

¶ Each delegate (Award Winner) is advised to visit your club meeting to meet 

your Rotarians and gain a better sense of Rotary in your community prior to the 

Conference  

¶ As soon as possible after the conference, the inscribed Award Certificates 

should be presented to Award Winners during a Rotary Meeting 
 

The Aim and Purpose of RYLA: 

¶ To recognize, encourage and educate youth leaders 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ 

¶ To encourage, assist and train leaders in responsible and effective youth 

leadership 

¶ To encourage continued and stronger leadership of youth-by-youth 

¶ To publicly recognize the high quality of youth who are rendering service to 

their communities as young leaders 
 

The Plan: 

¶ We request that each club select high school sophomores and juniors to attend 

this camp.  

¶ To do this, the students must complete an application.  

¶ Your RYLA committee must select delegates (award winners) and alternates and 

your club must pay the cost of the camp for each student ($155).  
 

Selection and Closing Date: 

¶ Please send the delegate applications and payment to the RYLA District Chair by 

February 14, 2012.  

¶ The local Rotary Club committee (3-5 Rotarians under the leadership of an 

enthusiastic chair) should select the students to receive the award.  

¶ Applications must be completed (legibly) by the student, and approved by the 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΦ 

¶ Each student should be interviewed by the committee before being approved. 

¶  aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9b¢Lw9 ŎŀƳǇΦ  

¶ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΥ ȅƻǳǊ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ returned for no-shows. 
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RYLA Timetable for your Rotary Club: 
 

By Dec 31, 2011: 

___ Appoint RYLA Committee 

___ Determine number of awardees your club will sponsor 

___ Return RYLA Chair Report (page 4) to Carol Hughes at carolhughes6@gmail.com, or 

fax to 937-748-0525 by January 6, 2012 

___ Publicize the RYLA program in your local newspapers 

___ Write or call High School principals or guidance counselors (sample letter page 7) 

___ Deliver Brochures and Applications to local High Schools 
 

By January 31, 2012: 

___ Hold interviews and select your students (sample interview scoring sheet page 5) 
 

By February 14, 2012: 

___ Mail applications and a check for $155 per application (made out to RYLA) to the 

2012 RYLA District Chair: Carol Hughes, 810 Wildwood Court, Lebanon OH 45036 
  

By March 31, 2012: 

___ Invite your Award Winners to a Rotary Club meeting. Explain Rotary to them. Show 

them the DVD from 2011   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbGsnIJd74M 

___ Arrange for transportation to Camp Kern for your students. (Students are NOT 

permitted to have a car at Camp Kern).  
 

Please note: By March 31, your District 6670 RYLA Committee will have sent a letter, 

the rules of the camp, and complete instructions to each student. 
 

By April 15, 2012: 

___ Confirm transportation arrangements with each of your students 
 

On Friday April 20: 

___ Transport students to Camp Kern  

___ Plan to arrive between 12:30pm and 1:00pm; eat lunch before arriving 
 

On Sunday April 22: 

___ At 11:30am, pick up students from Camp Kern and transport home  
 

By April 30: 

___ Send your evaluation form with comments and suggestions to the District Chair 

Carol Hughes at carolhughes6@gmail.com or fax to 937-748-0525  

___ Invite your Award Winning Students to give short talk to your Rotary Club about 

their RYLA experience. Present the Award Winners with their certificate  
 

Please: follow this timeline. We are working with 50 Rotary Clubs, 75 students, 10 

Camp Kern staff, 3 speakers, and 1 Rotary District Governor in an effort to accomplish 

this great camp for your youth! We are counting on your help!!  
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RYLA Chair Report: 

 

Please return to Carol Hughes by January 6, 2012: 

 

Dear Carol: 

 

The RYLA Chair for 2012 for the ______________________________Club is: 

 

Name:    ______________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:  ______________________________________________ 

Phone:   ______________________________________________ 

Mobile:  ______________________________________________ 

Email:   ______________________________________________ 

 

Number of students our club will sponsor in 2012: ______________________ 

 

 

Please indicate if you would like one of our Committee to visit your club to talk 

about RYLA in 2012.        Ç Yes  Ç No 

If YES, who should they contact? Name:  __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________ 

 

Check out the DVD from the 2011 Program: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbGsnIJd74M 

 

 

Date:  __________________________ 

 

Signed: _________________________________________________________ 

   Rotary Club RYLA Chair 

 

To: 

Carol Hughes 

District 6670 RYLA Chair 

810 Wildwood Court 

Lebanon OH 45036 

(937) 251-3333 

Email: carolhughes6@gmail.com 
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Selection by Club of Award Winners: 
 

It is important that the selection of the students be carried out very carefully. 

The student shall be of the highest standard obǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

The basis will include reference to character, general education, leadership 

qualities, record of service to their school and community, and have the 

potential for wise leadership of their peers in the future.  
 

Students may be selected from school church, YMCA, YWCA, 4-H, Boy and Girl 

Scouts, and other worthy youth organizations. Sons and daughters of Rotarians 

are also eligible.  
 

The selection will be reflected on the local Rotary Club as well as the District. 
 

Select Students first for their leadership potential, second for good citizenship, 

third for desire to attend the RYLA camp, and fourth for scholarship. These 

characteristics are listed in order so that talented leaders are not overlooked 

because of grades. Talented leaders are good, conscientious students who are 

creative and resourceful. Academic standing is important, but not necessarily 

the # 1 characteristic of effective and charismatic leaders. 
 

Sample Rating Chart: 
 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ bŀƳŜΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 

Category:  Excellent    Average       Fair      Poor  
 

Leadership:  __________ __________ __________ __________ 

Industry:  __________ __________ __________ __________ 

Citizenship:  __________ __________ __________ __________ 

Attitude:  __________ __________ __________ __________ 

Appearance:  __________ __________ __________ __________ 

Communication: __________ __________ __________ __________ 

Health:   __________ __________ __________ __________ 

Intelligence:  __________ __________ __________ __________ 
 

Remarks:  ____________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________ 
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Sample News Release Asking for Nominations: 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

The Rotary Club of __________________________ is searching for candidates to attend 

the 2012 District Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Camp at Camp Kern in Oregonia, 

Ohio. The camp will take place from April 20-April 22, 2012.  

 

________________, local Rotary Club Committee Chair said that participants will be 

selected from students in their sophomore and junior years of high school, who have 

exhibited leadership abilities in school, church, extracurricular, or community activities.  

 

The Rotary Club is in the process of contacting churches, schools, youth organizations, 

and other sources for nominations.  

 

Aimed at developing the leadership qualities of young people, the camp will feature 

many challenging activities, including speakers, discussions, sports, music, and fun. 

Topics will focus on decision making, critical thinking, communicating effectively, public 

service, problem solving, and career development.  

 

Anyone interested in obtaining further information should contact 

_____________________________at ____________________________ 

 

### 

 

Sample News Release announcing Delegates: 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

The Rotary Club of _________announced the selection of ______and ____________ as 

delegates to the 2012 District 6670 Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Camp to be held 

this spring at Camp Kern.  

 

_______________, local committee chair, stated that the _____Rotary Club will be 

among the 50 Rotary Clubs in District 6670 that will be sponsoring high school students 

who will develop leadership potential together at Camp Kern, during a weekend camp 

designed and headed up by highly trained, experienced leaders representing a wide 

range of vocations. 

 

The camp will feature outstanding speakers, and workshops, focusing on decision 

making, critical thinking, communicating effectively, public service, problem solving, and 

career development.  

 

### 
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