











From the DGE
Cornelia (Connie) Gevinski
(H) 722-3531
cgevinski@optonline.net

One normally thinks of being President or Governor or whatever in a certain year, that is
the year you do all your extra work. Rotary amazingly trains you to prepare the year before! It
makes a lot of sense to make all your contacts and set things up so that you are on the ground
running when July 1 comes.

You know | spent December trying to get all the new officers in place. Now | am “full
steam ahead” working on my GSE team.

Many of you may know of my spending time in Vieques, PR each year. When | spoke
with Mike McGovern, PRIVP at a Zone training | asked if Puerto Rico was considered a
separate country to Rotary International. He gave a phone call and confirmed that indeed it was
a separate country in the eyes of Rotary International (even if it is US territory). Thus, the idea
of doing something for this island was born. When | needed to decide of where to do a GSE
exchange | thought of the new VTT(Vocational Training Team) that will become the new form of
GSE the year after me. | spoke with RI and asked if | could do a modified GSE/VTT. They
supported me fully and said that they would make exceptions for me so that this could happen.
Therefore, | called upon a colleague from my past that has been a part of group of teachers who
go to Puerto Rico to help bring them up to level with other American schools. She agreed to be
the leader and we are now in the process of finding a team of teachers.

The goals of this Exchange are to have American Teachers view the Puerto Rican
School System and help them to advance the learning of their students. Also the teachers will
gain a fuller understanding of International students as they enter our school systems.
Hopefully the Puerto Rican teachers upon viewing our system will help our teachers to
understand Hispanic students and broaden the knowledge of teachers about other cultures.

The Exchange will be very early in my year........... August. The reason for this is that
the Puerto Rican schools start in August and end in May. NY School starts in Sept and end in
June. The only way American teachers can take part in this is if they are out of school.
Therefore, our team can go down in August and team from Puerto Rico can come up to our
Elementary schools in June.

We will be looking for non Rotarians and Rotarians to be members of this team. They
will hopefully assist a few school districts and | hope a few clubs will be willing to host them in
their home schools and homes in June. They need to apply almost immediately so that we can
have the next few months to meet and train. Look in this newsletter for an application or the
District Website.

We also need host Rotary Clubs for next June. Please let the GSE Committee know if
your Club is willing.

Yours In Rotary,
Connie Gevinski

PROUD TO BE A ROTARIAN!




From the DGN

Gwenn Ramage-Wons
(631)288-6244 Ext. 287
(631)830-7080 Cell
gwenn.ramage@elliman.com

PRESIDENTS- ELECTS TRAINING SEMINAR

The President-elect Training Seminar or PETS is the singular most important training event
for Rotary leaders at the club or district level. It is the launch platform for success that
provides club presidents-elect a tremendous opportunity to learn, network and otherwise
prepare for a stellar start to one's Rotary year as club president.

In fact, attendance by club presidents-elect at PETS is viewed by Rotary International to
be so important that participation is considered to be mandatory; a part of the Rotary club
Constitution and bylaws as reaffirmed at the 2007 Council on Legislation. While some club
presidents-elect had a degree of trepedation prior to arrival at the PETS seminar, the overall
experience and "worth" factor score very, very high.

Rotary changes its leadership each and every year. Can you imagine any organization that
does this - and manages to no only not lose momentum but grow?? Rotary does just that and
PETS is a key component in why and how that happens.

If you are an incoming club president-elect please know that you are in for a very
memorable experience. Multi-District PETS which incorporates District 7260 (Suffolk), District
7250 (Nassau, Brooklyn, Queens) and District 7230 (Manhattan, Westchester,Bermuda) will
take place this year from March 16th - 18th at the Islandia Marriott. Assistant Governor Training
and Secretary training will be part of PETS. You will be joined by over a 100 of your classmates
- fellow club presidents, over 20 Assistant Governors and a large supporting cast of Past District
Governors, Rotary Leadership Institute Discussion Leaders and senior Rotary leaders to make
Rotary 2012-2013 the very best that it can be .... for you and your Club.

Have a happy and healthy New Year !!

Yours In Rotary,
Gwenn Ramage

PROUD TO BE A ROTARIAN!




ANOTHER GIFT OF LIFE SURGERY BY SUFFOLK
COUNTY’S ROTARY DISTRICT

5-year old Shantia Stephenson of Kingston, Jamaica underwent successful open heart surgery
on December 19" at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital, which is part of the Westchester Medical Center in
Valhalla, NY. As advanced Pediatric Cardiology is still being developed in the Caribbean Island nation of
Jamaica, Shantia was brought to the United States by Gift of Life International
(www.giftoflifeinternational.org) and hosted by the Gift of Life Program of Rotary International District
7260 which covers Suffolk County, New York.

Shantia is pictured below with Physician’s Assistant Dave Volpe during her pre-surgical testing
and with her mom, Teneisha McLennon, in the ICU directly after her six hour surgery.

In addition to hosting children for life-extending surgeries in the United States, the Gift of Life
Program of 7260 has funded surgical missions abroad in order to develop the blessing of pediatric
cardiology throughout the world. Over 800 children have been saved by Suffolk Rotarians.

Teneisha McLennan with her daughter Shantia
In ICU directly after the surgery



Friendly Rotarian Reminders:

Names of District President’s for 2012-13 must be submitted to the District Secretary by
December 1st. Therefore it is time to start nominations!

In correct Rotary procedure you should be nominating your President Elect and the
President should already be in training. Please send the names to
info@surpassyourdreams.com

Reqgister for Bangkok
LS See video at: http://vimeo.com/16670188

ROTARY INT!’RNA'{IONMg THAILAND
JCONVENTION 6-9 MAY 2012

East Hampton Rotary Donates to Wounded
Warrior Project and Food Pantries

At its Monday, December 12 dinner meeting the East Hampton Rotary Club heard an update
from Chris Carney on the Wounded Warrior Project. Carney was the East Hampton Rotary
Person of the Year in 2009. The Board donated $1,000 in honor of Chris to the Wounded
Warrior Project.

The Rotary also welcomed representatives of the food pantries — East Hampton, Springs, Sag
Harbor and Montauk and presented each group with a $1500 donation. This is in addition to
the food drive held the Saturday before Thanksgiving.

Santa will be visiting the Club Monday evening, December 19. Children and grandchildren of
Rotarians are invited to the party.

The Rotary meets at the Spring Close Restaurant, East Hampton, on Monday evenings (except
for public holidays) at 5:30 for a 6:00 PM dinner meeting. For information on attending, call
631-238-5257 or visit http://www.easthamptonrotary.us.




DISTRICT LITERACY WORKSHOP — JANUARY 12, 2012

There will be a District Literacy workshop on January 12, 2012 at the Islip Middle School in Islip
from 8am to 9:30am. All Rotarians in 7260 are welcome to attend. The event is free and co-hosted by
the Islip Rotary Club, who is celebrating the Level Reading Library at the Islip Middle School, built with
funds donated by the Islip Rotary Club and Suffolk County Legislator Tom Cilmi.

At the District Literacy Workshop you will see/hear wonderful ideas on how to plan and celebrate
Literacy Month, which is in March 2012.

Among the Literacy Programs you will see and hear about are:

Level Reading Library

Read to Me Project

Laptop for Literacy

Book Collection for a library destroyed in upstate New York.
Free books from corporate literacy partners.

Dictionary Project

And much more!

And especially the first District Literacy Champion Award, for a Rotarian and/or club who has
completed literacy program(s). This is especially perfect for clubs who consistently do literacy
projects, but have not yet been eligible to receive a District or Zone Award.

For more information please contact Cheryl Rambler Goveia, District 7260 Literacy Chair, who is
presenting the January 12 event. Please contact Cheryl now to help plan your literacy event in March
of 2012. Her e-mail is Cheryl.rambler-goveia@wellsfargoadvisors.com or cell at 917-972-0074.




PHOTOS OF THE NEW FACE
AT
CAMP PA-QUA-TUCK

PRESS RELEASE: PORT JEFFERSON CLUB'’S
GIFT WRAP PROJECT

Following their luncheon meeting on December 13th, Port Jefferson Rotary Club members
joined members of the PJHS Interact Club and their advisers in the school's cafeteria for one of
their favorite joint projects: wrapping holiday gifts purchased by the Rotarians for 100 youngsters
in need. So many youth and Rotarians helped out that the hundreds of gifts of all types, sizes, and
shapes were swiftly boxed and clad in bright-colored paper, sorted, and prepared for delivery to The
Open Cupboard, a part of the social ministry of Infant Jesus RC Church.




SMITHTOWN-SUNRISE CLUB NEWS

Thursday, December 8th, Smithtown-Sunrise Rotary guest speaker was Debbie O'Rourke,
Volunteer for Contractor For Kids...an organization founded in 2005 by Kevin Harney and Alan
Nahmias, principles of Stalco Construction Company in Islandia, New York.

Debbie has been with this organization since its inception. In her presentation she
mentioned that Kevin and Alan, long time philanthropists, saw the growing need for financial
assistance in our communities for children and their families to overcome obstacles that have
unfortunately changed orimpacted their lives through sickness, injury or death, and formed a Board
of Directors and thus Contractors For Kids was born. The Board of Directors consist of members,
supporters and volunteers that are doctors, lawyers, teachers, bankers, accountants, policeman,
fireman, parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, plumbers, social workers, CEQO's, CFO's etc...all
committed to this foundation and want to give hope and reassurance for their futures. Contractor
For Kids assists families in Nassau and Suffolk Counties and have helped close to 350 families
through the years to the tune of $1,500.000 in gifting.

ROTARY
CLUB

Photo left to right: Cara Vercellone, President,
Smithtown-Sunrise Rotary Club, Debbie O'Rourke,
Volunteer, Contractor For Kids, and Judy Marlow-
Ratway, Assistant Governor, Rotary District 7260.

MORE PORT JEFFERSON HOLIDAY PROJECT ACTIVITY

On a sunny, but chilly morning, the 2nd
Saturday in December, members of the Port
Jefferson Rotary Club teamed up with members
of Port Jefferson High School's Interact Club
and their advisors, meeting outside the entrance
to the Mount Sinai King Kullen. There they
invited the store's patrons to purchase and
donate nonperishable items for The Open
Cupboard, a part of the social ministries of Infant
Jesus RC Church. The morning's goal: to Stuff-
A-Van with goods for those in need. To the
delight and surprise of the Rotarians and
Interactors, many shoppers were wonderfully
generous. One gentleman asked several of the
Interact students to accompany him in the store,
while together they filled a cart with donations, which he cheerfully paid for, saying life had been
good to him, so this was a way for him to give back to those less fortunate. By noon, six shopping
carts were filled to the brim with a vast variety of items - enough goods to fill two vans and stock
many shelves in The Open Cupboard's pantry.




MELVILLE ROTARY HONORED

On Friday, December 2, 2011, Advancement for Commerce Industry & Technology (ACIT)
held its Annual Business Leadership Awards Luncheon at the Crest Hollow Country Club in
Woodbury, NY. The Melville Rotary received the Humanitarian Spirit Award in recognition of
Rotary’s demonstration of compassion and generous contribution of time and talent given to helping
the people of Long Island and beyond. The District Governor of Suffolk County, Irving Toliver,
accepted on behalf of the Rotary. ACIT Board member and fellow Melville Rotarian, John Molloy
of H2M also received an award from ACIT for his lifelong service to the community. ACIT is a not
for profit business organization whose purpose is to promote, develop and preserve business on
Long Island. The event was attended by over 400 business leaders from Nassau and Suffolk
Counties.

EMAIL LETTER TO BE SHARED FROM
BRENTWOOD ROTARY CLUB

| recently went to a Habitat for Humanity dinner and thought | would
share this happening with my Rotary friends.

A Lovely Evening - A Wonderful Award

It was a room at The Watermill in Nesconset. On the tables were paper houses to be used
as banks for those willing to place them so collections could be made for Habitat for Humanity.
What was the occasion? Well, it was a reception for Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk's Friends. Many
people were there to partake of this wonderful evening.



The Interact Club of Brentwood Rotary has been involved with Habitat for several years.
Each year the club does fundraising so that many Interact students can go to the builds. It costs
$100 per student to participate. For the years involved, two buses of students have gone to two
different sites to help build. The students enjoy it tremendously and their efforts are appreciated by
Habitat for Humanity.

This year they were named the Campus Chapter. Along with them honored were a
Community Chapter which was the Electrical Training Center, Inc., a Faith Chapter which was St.
James Episcopal Church, a Business Partner which was ROUX Associates, Inc., Volunteers of the
Year which featured Women Build Leaders, and a Family Partner who was Khadija Yanni.

Along with the other building facets of Habitat, Brentwood High School was so honored to
be chosen as Campus Chapter. Present at the function was the Principal of the High School, Mr.
Richard Loessner, Ms. Donna Keller, Interact Advisor, Ms. Laura Parrish, her assistant with
Interact, the key officers of the club and myself.

High school Interact students can and do wonderful things for the communities. How proud
Rotarians can be of their Interact Clubs. Kudos for Interact!

Yours in Rotary,
Louis (Lou) Brousseau
Past President, Brentwood Rotary

Rosemary (Rose) Brouseau
Program Chairperson, Brentwood Rotary

rbitalian01@yahoo.com

www.brentwoodrotary.com

ANOTHER PORT JEFFERSON CLUB PRESS RELEASE:

On December 13th, the Rotary Club of Port Jefferson greeted the newest Most Motivated
Student of the Month, 7th grader Daniel Strehle.

Daniel's social studies teacher, Phil Giannusa, introduced the Rotarians to the award
recipient and explained why Daniel was deserving of this honor.

Photo left to right: PJ Middle School teacher
Phil Giannusa, Rotarian Ward Clarke, student
Daniel Strehle, and Rotarian & Superintendent
of Schools Ken Bossert.










Everyone Knows That Rotarians Make the News !!
The contents of your District Newsletter is in your hands. Let us know your clubs
accomplishments by sending articles and/or photos with captions to the District Newsletter Editor
at gnagle@optonline.net. The deadline for all photos and articles is the 15th of the month for the
following month.

Be a Proud Rotarian!

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR/PUBLISHER:

1. We are accepting business card advertisements, from all Rotarians who wish to use this
service for networking with other Rotary Business people and firms and have established
the following rate (payable to Rotary District 7260):
$100.00 Annual Rate or $10.00 per month

2. Advertisements of Rotary Related Activities are also being accepted at the following rates:
$50.00 Full Page or $30.00 Half Page for each issue of the District Newsletter

ROTARY DISTRICT 7260 IMPORTANT DATES:
- 2011 -
(Still to be announced)
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