
 

 

                                                                                                                                         

With the beginning of the 

New Year we reflected 

upon several of the end of 

year club events and cele-

brations that featured Dis-

trict 7780 Rotarians host-

ing our youth. 

 WǳŘȅΣ DΦaΦ όDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 

Moose) and I particularly 

enjoyed listening to the 

wonderful group of 5th Grade Students sing at the annual Ogunquit Rotary 

Christmas Dinner.  G.M. and the Ogunquit Moose were suitably decked out in 

holiday attire and joined Santa in leading these talented youngsters in song, 

prior to Santa providing educational gifts to the Schools represented.  Kittery, 

Bethel, York and Kennebunk Portside were among the clubs sharing their de-

scriptions of their events supporting needy young people in our District during 

the holiday period and we know many other clubs donated funds and gifts 

from fund raising efforts such as the tree and wreath sales we visited at Free-

port Rotary or saw documented on the Portsmouth Rotary Facebook site.  

Damariscotta-Newcastle Rotary hosted young families in need at two very 

well attended free movie matinees as part of their District Simplified Grant 

Project. The Rotarians hosting the events had as much fun as the kids! 

As we head into the second half of our Rotary year we really are looking for-

ward to joining clubs at their events as they reach out to aid, assist and sup-

port our young people in need.  Just let us know when and where! 

                                                                                                                     ~Gary 

Greetings District 7780 Rotarians!  
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Be always at war 

with your vices, 

at peace with 

your neighbors, 

and let each 

new year find 

you a better 

man.   

~Benjamin Franklin  

Santa, G.M. and the Ogunquit Rotary Moose  enjoy 

Christmas Carolers  



 

 

                                                                      DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 

                                                                                            

Save the Date!   Save the Date!   Save the date!  

   

   

 

 

 

Monday, Jan. 30  ð                     

Mid -Year Leadership Dinner.  Fire-

side Inn - Westbrook, Maine.  5:00pm 

Cash bar, 6:00pm Dinner.  For all 

club presidents, presidents elect and 

vice presidents.   

February 9 -12 -                              

National  Immunization Day against 

Polio & Rotary Work Project  INDIA. 

FMI Contact  ELIAS  THOMAS     
thomas@metrocast.net                                      

Saturday,  March 3 ð                  

RLI  at York County           

Community               

College, Wells, ME.   

 

Friday, February 17 ð                    

The World Understanding & Peace 

Dinner at the Holiday Inn by the Bay 

in Portland, ME.  Governor Gary is 

emphasizing the strength of the clubs 

and the work that it takes from all of 

us for peace to blossom.  Each club 

will have a chance to nominate a 

"peacemaker" from amid its ranks to 

be celebrated at the dinner.  Details 

on registration and the nominating 

form will be out soon.    

 

 

 

March 8 -10 ð                                   

Multi -district President -Elect  Training 

Seminar for all 2012-13 presidents, 

Sheraton Conference   Center,          

Framingham, MA.  

Thursday, March 22 ð                 

Read Across America Day                        

FMI  Contact           

Penny Jett                  

pennjett@comcast.net         

Saturday, March 24  -                      

District Assembly         

Friday, March 30 ð  

South PortlandðCape 

Elizabeth 50th  Anniver-

sary Celebration Gala.  

Kalyan Banerjee will be 

the honored guest.  Time 

and  location TBA. 

Saturday, March 31  ð                     

RLI at Dartmouth -Hitchcock Medical 

Center, Lebanon, NH.  

May 6 -9 ð                  

Rotary International  

Convention in Bangkok, 

Thailand.  

 

May 18 -20 ð                                        

District Conference at the Harraseeket 

Inn,  Freeport, ME.   Harraseeket is now     

accepting reservations at the conference 

rate.  Itôs important to get your reserva-

tion in early to be sure you get  the Roary 

rate.  You can call them at  207- 865-

9377  
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Friday, 
March 30, 
2012.            
Mark your   
calendars!
Rotary        
International 
President , 
Kaylan 
Banerjee  of 
Vapi Gujarat, 
India is    
coming to 
Maine to     
attend South 
Portland-Cape 
Elizabeth   
Rotary's 50th 
Anniversary 
Celebration 
Gala.  A    
District wide 
(and beyond!) 
invitation is 
going out to 
help honor 
President 
Banerjee's 
visit and this 
milestone for 
the SP-CE 
Rotary.       
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Governor Electôs Corner 

Weôre This Close! 

 The Rotary Foundation is just a few dollars away from successfully 
completing the $200-million Gates Challenge. Just as exciting: India has 
now been polio-free for 11 months.                                     
 As terrific as this news is, it would be premature to celebrate.  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ϸнлл-million figure is just a chunk of the total.  Rotari-
ans have collectively raised $1 billion for polio eradication over the past 
30 years, and there will be a need to raise even more in the years ahead.  
And even though the tide has turned in India, this year the virus reestab-
lished itself in three African countries that were previously deemed polio-
ŦǊŜŜΥ /ƘŀŘΣ !ƴƎƻƭŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎƻΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΥ 
Imported cases have led to outbreaks in a dozen other countries scattered 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀΦ     ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀǊ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦ                                                  

 I participated in a polio immunization trip to Chad last month, and the        
experience emphasized the hurdles we face in eliminating the disease.  We should not 
be surprised that the countries where polio is still (or again) endemic are those that 
are experiencing civil strife, or weak or corrupt governments, or poor infrastructure, 
or a combination of these factors.                                                                                                                 
 Civil strife is paramount: The International Red Cross considers the incidence 
of polio to be the result of war. The reasoning? During periods of conflict, immuniza-
tion efforts falter or stop, and the disease takes new root ς and spreads back across 
national borders.                                                                          
 /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŘŜǘŜǊǊŜƴǘΥ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ tƻƭƛƻ tƭǳǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ άōƻƻǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣέ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
will and local buy-in are harder to ensure.     
 Infrastructure is an ongoing issue:  We traveled over roads that were clearly 
impassible during the rainy season, and to clinics that were poorly funded and even 
more poorly equipped. Meanwhile, clean water and public health systems remain 
oxymorons.          
 ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΥ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ άŎƻƭŘ ŎƘŀƛƴέ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊŜπ
quent power outages and no trained mechanics.  And we also saw that too fre-
quently, witch doctoring is more popular than western medicine.    
 A highlight of the trip to Chad was the opportunity to spend a day with Dr. 
.ƻō {ŎƻǘǘΣ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŀŘǎ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ Ǉƻƭƛƻ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǇƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƘŜǊŜΦ IŜ 
points out that because many polio patients do not themselves exhibit paralysis, for 
every recorded case of polio, there may be as many as 200 more cases that go unde-
tected. Worse, the patients in these undetected cases remain active carriers of the 
virus. Then there are those cases that take place so far away from clinics or healthcare 
workers that even though they may result in paralysis or death, they never get re-
ported at all.         
 ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀǊ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 
are not insurmountable.  Of course the last push to eliminate polio is the hardest.  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  aŀƪŜ ƴƻ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ Ǉƻƭƛƻ ŦǊŜŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ άǿƘŜƴΣέ 
ƴƻǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ άƛŦΦέ         
 And when we reach that goal, we will have met our promise to the children of 
the world.          

-Marty      

Peak -Helman, 

District 

Governor -

elect  

Pictured 

here with  

Dr. Bob Scott  
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The Generosity of Rotarians  

 

In a short ten weeks, Rotarians around the world have pledged enough funds for the Vermont / New 
Hampshire Recovery project to put the grant 60% over their grant goal of a quarter of a million dollars! 
With what is pledged, District 7870 can ask for a $400,000 grant from the Rotary Foundation (TRF). The 
generosity of Rotarians is truly amazing!  
 
Twelve districts pledged $106, 000 which will be matched $1:$1 by The Foundation. These funds came 
from districts in Taiwan, South Africa, British Columbia, Prince Edward Island, Florida, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Maine, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont and New Hampshire. One hundred and eight clubs in 
Quebec, Ontario, New Jersey, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Maine, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Shropshire, England pledged $125,333. This response shows the heart and 
value of the national and international connections built through Rotary.  
 
In our own district, seventeen clubs pledged more than $9500 to help our New England neighbors.  Our 
district will add $10,000 to that from our District Designated Funds.  These funds are available as a result of 
monies contributed to The Foundation by Rotarians right here in our district.  The decision of how to 
allocate a portion of our contributions is made by our District Foundation Committee.  Foundation funds 
are spent throughout the world in the form of Matching Grants, as well as for other projects.  It is nice to 
know that the good made possible by the Foundation can also be used right in our own back yard.  
 
      ~Carolyn Johnson, District Governor Nominee 

Rotary Roosters Christmas Donation   

Rooster's Roadhouse Restaurant & Pub Donates $5,000 to support local Holiday 

Charities.  The local restaurant owners, staff and most importantly it's patrons help 

to raise monies  throughout the year at events such as an annual Oscars Party, a 

July 4th Flotilla down the Androscroggin River & several Customer Appreciation 

events.  A record breaking $5,000 was raised in 2011, and the restaurant owners, 

Steve Etheridge and Gary Szpara recently presented  a donation of $2,500 to 

support the Bethel Rotary Foundation's "Christmas for Children" and another gift of 

$2,500 to the local grassroots charity "Christmas for  Families".  Both of these 

charities will help provide holiday gifts to local children and families in need this 

year.  

Left to Right, Dave Murphy, 

Chairman, Christmas for Children, 

Bethel Rotary.    Steve Etheridge, 

owner, Rooster's Roadhouse 

Restaurant & Pub  
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hǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƴƻƴ-medical volunteers returned December 10th from a 
successful Rotaplast mission to Afagnan, Togo.  (Locate Afanyagan, Togo on 
Google Maps about 40 miles northeast of the capital Lome.)  The District team 
members were Ellie Andrews, Joan Correll, Ann & Steve Demeranville, Joan 
Nickell, Jim Price and Leonard Seagren. Each person paid their own way, and 
District 7780 Clubs donated $50,000 to sponsor this mission.  It was a life 
changing experience for the team to support medical volunteers performing 
corrective surgeries for children with cleft lips and cleft palates as well as burn 
victims and other disfiguring conditions.  The St. John of God Hospital staff 
commented about the kindness of the volunteers and their concern for the 
patients and their parents. 

A key factor in the success of this mission was the ability to enlist local support.  
Afagnan does not have a Rotary Club, and the six Lome Rotary Clubs were not 
directly involved.  However, a former member of the Rotary Club of Lome named 
Gerard was our host and went out of his way to support the team.  Also a past 
District 9100 Governor named Hilaire happened to be in the right place at the 
right time to help solve some logistic issues.  The lesson learned is to always 
secure local Rotary support in advance of such endeavors.  Finally the team 
needed a translator who could speak Watyi, the local language.  Brandon 
volunteered his services, and supported us from start to finish. 

hǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ Ƨƻȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ 
anesthesia care unit (PACU) to see their child. 

                                                        ~James Price,  PP, PAG, Breakwater Daybreak 

 Districtôs Volunteers Return From Rotaplast Mission 

Surgeon stitching  a cleft lip.  

Rotarian Joan  

Correll with a 

father and patient  

After       

Surgery!  


