
find a local food pantry near-
est you to donate your excess 
produce. 
 
This Rotarian Action Group oper-
ates in accordance with Rotary 
International Policy, but is not an 
agency of or controlled by Rotary 
International. 

I noted an article in a recent 
newsletter from the Phoenix 
Rescue Mission that accord-
ing to a May survey con-
ducted by the USDA on hun-
ger in America, Arizona now 
ranks as our 5th hungriest 
state.  Translated to people 
that means that every night 
one child out of five in Arizona 
goes to bed hungry! The mis-
sion’s daily emergency food 
box distribution has increased 
as well, from 57 a day in 
2007, 98 a day in 2008 to 149 
a day in 2009. 
Please ask your club mem-
bers to collect and donate 
food to your local food banks 
and food pantries to help our 
Arizona families in these 
stressful economic times. 
If your club is looking for a 
project contact the Phoenix 
Rescue Mission to donate 
food through the Pack a Sack 
4 Kids program.  During the 
school year many children are 

fed through the school lunch 
program but during the sum-
mer when there is no school 
and even during the school 
year on weekends their fami-
lies struggle to put food on the 
table to feed them.  Many 
food banks have similar pro-
grams to supply children with 
kid-friendly food. 
Questions: Contact Barb 
Feder, Chairman of the 
Rotarian Action Group for 
the Alleviation of Hunger 
& Malnutrition 
barbfeder@gmail.com 
 

Visit our web-site at 
www.alleviatehunger.org 
and join us! Our objective 
is to create a strong and 
effective network of Ro-
tarians who are working 
to end hunger and malnu-
trition in all corners of our 
world. Backyard garden-
ers, please visit 
www.AmpleHarvest.org to 

R O T A R I A N  A C T I O N  G R O U P  F O R  T H E  A L L E V I A T I O N   

O F  H U N G E R  A N D  M A L N U T R I T I O N  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

R O T A R I A N  A C T I O N  
G R O U P  F I G H T S  H U N -
G E R  A N D  M A L N U T R I -
T I O N  

1  

K E N ’ S  I N S T A L L A T I O N  

G I V I N G  G O A L S  F O R  
2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 ?  

2  

G S E  T E A M  H E A D S  T O  
S C O T L A N D  T H I S  
M O N T H  

3  

D G  K E N  O A K E S  B E -
G I N S  H I S  C L U B  V I S I T  
A T  S C O T T S D A L E  

W H I T E  H A T  S O C I E T Y  
R A I S E S  B I G  B U C K S  

T O O T  Y O U R  C L U B ’ S  
H O R N  

4  

E N D  P O L I O  N O W  
A W A R E N E S S  D A Y  A T  
C H A S E  F I E L D  

5  

W H A T  Y O U R  A N N U A L  
G I F T  P R O V I D E S  

6  

M E S A  W E S T  I N S T A L L A -
T I O N  

7  

R O T A R Y  F O U N D A T I O N  
A N N U A L  G I V I N G  

8  

  
  

T H E  F O U R -
W A Y  T E S T :  

 

• Is it the truth? 

• Is it fair to all concerned? 

• Will it build good will and 
better friendships? 

• Will it be beneficial to all 
concerned? 

The Future of Rotary Is in Your Hands 
John Kenny, R I President, 2009-2010  

Bring Passion to Rotary 
Ken Oakes, District Governor 

DISTRICT 5510 TODAY 



Page 2 D I S T R I C T  5 5 1 0  T O D A Y  

tary clubs should 
continue their sup-
port of Rotary’s 
$200 Million Chal-
lenge and to keep 
raising the aware-
ness of our fight 
again polio through 
our PolioPlus pro-
gram. 
Work though our 
Foundation to 
achieve a better 
world through the 
six areas of focus 
of the Future Vi-
sion Plan: 

Peace and conflict prevention 
and resolution 
Disease prevention and treat-
ment 
Water and sanitation 
Maternal and child health 
Basic education and literacy 
Economic and community de-
velopment 
Implement the Future Vision 
Plan.  This will help revitalize 
and strengthen our Foundation 
and enable it to provide the 
programs for another century of 
Rotary service. 
Support: 
The Annual Fund - Every Ro-
tarian Every Year $100 
The Permanent Fund – we 

need to ensure that 
all our good work will 
continue. 
 
The District 5510 
GOALS for 2009-
2010 
The eradication of 
polio:  Encourage all 
Rotary clubs to con-
tinue their support with a 
GOAL of $1,000, and each 
club raising the awareness 
within their local community 
with a PolioPlus fund raiser 
involving non-Rotarian dona-
tions. 
District 5510 should strive to 
reach $55,100 for PolioPlus 
which will equal our District 
5510 designation. 
The District should support an 
Arizona Awareness Day at the 
ballpark with the Diamond 
Backs in September. 
Support:  The Annual Fund – 
Every Rotarian Every Year 
$100.  Strive to have 100% 
participation by the 41 clubs. 
District 5510 should empha-
size an achievement of 
$143,000 in total Annual Giv-
ing. 
The Permanent Fund:  In-
crease the participation of Ro-
tarians becoming Benefactors 

Every Rotary year, we find 
ourselves with new challenges, 
opportunities and GOALS that 
help us stay focused on where 
we’re going and to ensure that 
Rotarians, Clubs, Districts and 
The Rotary Foundation are on 
the same page in what needs 
to be accomplished for the new 
Rotary year. 
 
The Rotary Foundation 
GOALS for 2009-2010: 
Trustee Chair, Glenn Estess 
has emphasized the following: 
The eradication of polio: It 
has become the “primary” 
GOAL for our service organiza-
tion and most likely will remain 
so until it is achieved. All Ro-

and Bequest Society Members. 
The Matching Grant Pro-
gram:  Encourage and empha-
sis to the clubs, the use of DDF 
towards the six areas of focus 
of the Future Vision Plan for 
club international projects. 
The Future Vision Plan:  Dis-
trict 5510 was not selected to 
participate in the testing phase 
of The Future Vision Plan.  
However, the district will not 
change its past support of The 
Rotary Foundation other than 
our emphasis on the six areas 
of focus. 
The Future of Rotary is in 
Your Hands – and the future 
of our Foundation is as well.  
The District Rotary Foundation 
TEAM stands ready to assist 
all 41 clubs in reaching their 
GOALS. 
 
Gary Whiting 
Centennial PDG 

K E N ’ S  I N S T A L L A T I O N  

On June 27, 2009  district 
5510 offered a sincere thanks 
to outgoing  governor Don 
Labarge and his delightful 
wife Chris and welcomed into 
office Governor Ken Oakes of 
the Rotary Club of Ahwatukee 
Foothills. About 120 Rotari-
ans joined the fun at the Pera 

Club in 
Tempe. 
Thanks to 
Carolyn and 
John Johnson 
of Tempe 
South for the 
connection to 
the club. We 
enjoyed a 
catered meal 
by UMOM 
New Day 
Catering and 

we rocked to music by Rotar-
ian Daniel Eastburn and his 
wife Kate and their band the 
Ponga Boys. 
The night was in the hands of 
(now) DGN Alan Havir who 
kept things moving along with 
humor and poise. DGE Glenn 
Smith told us about the found-

ing of District 5510 and ex-
plained all about the famous 
three leg stool and our 
never-to-be-lost original DG 
pin. Ken presented Don 
with a remembrance of 
his hard work 
for the district 
in the form of a 
graceful horse 
sculpture and 
some flowers 
for the always 
smiling Chris. 
Now as we 
launch into the 
dog days of 
summer, we 
begin the next 
year of Rotary 
service with 
The Future Of 
Rotary Is In 

Your Hands. All of 5510 
wished DG Ken and his 
class of Club Presidents 
success for the coming 
year. 

D I S T R I C T  5 5 1 0  R O T A R Y  F O U N D A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R  M E S S A G E  



Welcome to the blog site for 
the Rotary District 5510 
Group Study Exchange to 
Scotland! Our tentative 
dates for travel will be 08/21 
through 09/22. While we 
don't have an itinerary yet, 
the district we will be visiting 
is 1010 which is basically 
the entire northeast section 
of Scotland. If you take a 
diagonal line northwest from 
Edinburgh to the Isle of 
Skye, the district covers 
pretty much everything to 
the right of that line. 
Our team leader is Ah-
watukee Foothills Rotary 
member, Karen Panietz, an 
endodontist. Our team 
members are Scott Turpin, 
web designer; Levi Coffelt, 
lead pump technician/water 
well drilling and pump in-
stallation; Kylee Seely, in-
dependent hair stylist; 
Heather Bilodeau, workers 
compensation claims super-
visor; and Caitlin King, non-

profit consultant.  
If you haven't heard of the 
Rotary GSE program, it is a 
cultural and vocational ex-
change opportunity for non-
Rotarians between 25 and 
40 years old. The program 
began in 1965 and is de-
signed to develop profes-
sional and leadership skills 
among young adults so that 
they can address the needs 
of their communities and an 
increasingly global work-
place. GSE team members 
make vocational visits, ex-
perience cultural and fellow-
ship opportunities, and 
share the culture of their 
home country with the host 

country. Check out 
www.rotary.com if you know 
of anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the GSE pro-
gram! 
Our team is busy getting 
ready for the trip, meeting 
every other week to learn 
about Scotland, brush up on 
our Arizona history, and 
plan the presentation we 
will be making to Rotary 
clubs in Scotland. We are 
excited about attending the 
Scotland District conference 
and the potential to meet 
the incoming Rotary Inter-
national president, John 
Kenny. 
So what do you know about 

Scotland? the capital city of 
Edinburgh is the second 
largest city at a population 
of about 468,000, while 
Glasgow just to the west, is 
the largest city with a popu-
lation of about 582,000. The 
total population of Scotland 
is approximately 5,144,000. 
The country has over 790 
islands and covers 30,414 
square miles. The highest 
point is the summit of Ben 
Nevis in Lochaber at 4,406 
feet above sea level. The 
longest river, the River Tay, 
is 120 miles long. Scotland 
averages about 31 inches 
of rain a year, and some-
times get 120 inches in the 

Highland mountains. Winter 
averages about 42 degrees, 
and summer averages 64 
degrees. Scotland is about 
the same size as South 
Carolina. 
How does this compare to 
Arizona? Phoenix, Arizona's 
capital, is the largest city in 
the State with a population 
of about 1,513,000. Arizona 
has a total population of 
about 6,500,000 and covers 
113,998 square miles with - 
sorry to say - no islands 
except the little uninhabited 
ones in various lakes! Our 
highest point is Humphry's 
Peak in Flagstaff at 12,633 
feet above sea level, and 

GSE TEAM HEADS TO SCOTLAND ON AUGUST 21ST— READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

our longest river is the Colo-
rado, running 500 miles from 
the border with Utah, through 
the Grand Canyon and down 
the Arizona/California border 
to Mexico. The Phoenix area 
averages 7 inches of rain per 
year, with our winter tem-
perature averaging 70 de-
grees and summer averaging 
104 degrees. Edinburgh has 
about the same population as 
Mesa, and Glasgow has 
about the same population as 
Tucson. 
And while Scotland may have 
the elusive Loch Ness Mon-
ster (which we do hope to 
sight on our trip!), Arizona 
has the equally shy Jacka-
lope hiding throughout our 
deserts. 
Keep checking this site! We'll 
try to post at least every 
month until we leave, and 
then as often as we have 
time and internet access dur-
ing the trip. 

DON’T FORGET TO GET YOUR ARTICLES ABOUT YOUR CLUB’S ACTIVITIES SUBMITTED ON TIME! 

I am delighted to see the 
quality and quantity of the 
articles that you are submit-
ting. It really shows the 
work that Rotarians in Dis-
trict 5510 are doing for our 
communities and around 

the world. 

Please keep them coming. 
We are all interested in the 
projects and people in your 
club, so don’t be shy about 
tooting your own horn. 

When you submit an article, 
please don’t embed the 
pictures in a Word docu-
ment. For some reason, I 
can’t get good quality pic-
tures when I extract them. 
Also, the higher the resolu-

tion of your photos, the bet-
ter will be the end result. 
Thanks. 

Bill McGrath 
Newsletter Editor 
Rotary Club of Mesa West 
wfm3@cornell.edu 
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ears open for events or 
accomplishments by Rotari-
ans or Rotary Clubs so we 
can let the rest of the Dis-
trict know about them. Let’s 
share our achievements 
and our ideas with our fel-
low Rotarians so that our 
relationship can be truly 
synergistic. One club’s pro-
ject might spur another into 
action. 

With this in mind, I hope to 

devote a page (or more, 
with your help!) to “Clubs in 
Action” and “Rotarians on 
the Move.” If you have a 
suggestion for a section title 
for our publication, let me 
know—this is your newslet-
ter. 

Please send me your news 
in plain text, RTF, or Word 
format. Make the file name 
suggestive of the contents. 
Please send supporting 

Is your club involved in a 
worthwhile project? Did 
someone in your club ac-
complish something signifi-
cant? Was a Rotarian you 
know mentioned in the 
news? If so, I’d like to hear 
from you!! 

This Rotary year, I am 
again charged with produc-
ing your District newsletter. 
I would like to invite all of 
you to keep your eyes and 

photos as separate files 
with names similar to the 
textual file. This helps me 
keep the photos with their 
associated article. Send 
them to me by the 27th of 
the month so I have time to  
compose  and layout our 
publication. My  e-mail ad-
dress is wfm3@cornell.edu. 
Thanks. 

Bill McGrath 
Newsletter Editor 

D G  K E N  O A K E S  B E G I N S  H I S  C L U B  V I S I T S  A T  S C O T T S D A L E  R O T A R Y  C L U B  

On July 13, 2009, District 
5510 Governor, Ken Oakes, 
began his 2009-2010 term 
with his first club visit to 
Rotary Club of Scottsdale.  
At the DG Assembly, six-
teen board members and/or 
committee chairs provided 
Ken with an overview of the 
many activities the club 
addresses under its Club 
Service, Vocational Service, 
Community Service and 
International Service Com-
mittees.  Led by Club Presi-

dent, Mike Casey, members 
highlighted their 5th Avenue 
social gatherings that are 
held with new members 
each quarter; semi-annual 
fireside chats; golf outing 
and tennis tournament fund-
raisers; outstanding meet-
ing speakers; military pro-
gram; youth programs that 
include RYLA sponsorship, 
Computers for Kids pro-
gram and Youth Salute; 
support of Salvation Army; 
their City of Scottsdale 

“Rotary Park and Unity 
Plaza;” – just a few of the 
varied club activities that 
the 156 members support. 
 
Speaking at club’s noon 
luncheon meeting, held at 
the Camelback Golf Club on 
July 13, 2009, Ken Oakes 
provided attendees with an 
overview of his goals as 
District Governor:  develop-
ment of a district public rela-
tions committee; reduction 
in the cost of Rotary mem-

bership – reduce meeting 
costs and hold fundraisers 
that collect other people’s 
money not club members; 
and, to retain and recruit 
new Rotarians.  Ken’s per-
sonal philosophy is “find out 
a person’s passion and 
encourage that person in it 
– then you will be able to 
get them to serve.” 
 
Submitted by: Dr. Honora 
Norton, Assistant Governor 

W H I T E  H A T  S O C I E T Y  R A I S E S  B I G  M O N E Y  F O R  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N  

Do you remember in the 
Old Western's the Good 
Guys always rode into town 
to save the damsel in dis-
tress wearing a white hat?  
Well, Rotarians are good 
guys, we save people every 
day and now we have an 
opportunity to wear white 
hats, too, by joining the 
White Hat Society! 

The ever-growing White Hat 
Society was formed in Sep-
tember 2004 at the Rotary 
Institute in Scottsdale, Ari-
zona to promote giving to 
The Rotary Foundation in 
honor of Past Rotary Inter-
national Director Ron Bur-
ton.   Duties of membership 
are simple: Donations of 
$5000 in the form of cash, 
stock, capital assets or ir-

revocable insurance poli-
cies made to the Bequest 
Society in a Rotary year are 
the qualifications for mem-
bership.   Members are also 
asked to recruit one other 
Rotarian to do the same.  
As a member you'll be pre-
sented a white hat pin with 
multiple conchos denoting 
the level of your donation. 

Don't have $5000 in cash?  
No worries!  Just fill out a 
Foundation Benefactor card 
for a minimum of $5000 
along with a codicil to your 
will or add an addendum to 
your life insurance policy 
naming The Rotary Founda-
tion as beneficiary! 

Contact District 5510 Rotary 
Foundation Major Gifts and 
Permanent Fund Chair Barb 

Feder at 
barbfeder@gmail.com for 
other ways you can give. 

Ya'll come to the Benefac-
tor/White Hat Society Bar-
B-Q planned for March 13, 
2010 at the home of PDG 
Don & Chris LaBarge!  Ex-
isting Rotary Foundation 
Paul Harris Fellows, Bene-
factors, Major Donors and 
Bequest Society Members 
are welcome, too. 

We'll install our new White 
Hat Society members with a 
big "Yee-Haw" and not only 
give them their Society pins 
but real white hats to wear, 
too.  Sorry, if you want to 
ride in, you'll have to bring 
your own horse! 

Watch for more details in 
Coming Attractions! 

PDG Barb Feder pro-
motes the Polio Aware-
ness Day at Chase Field 



 

A  N O T E  F R O M  Y O U R  D I S T R I C T  G R A N T S  C H A I R  P D G  T E R R Y  C O W A N  
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D R Y  H E A T  C L A S S I C  I S  B A C K  A N D  B E T T E R  T H A N  E V E R  
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