Rotary District 5810 District Simplified Grants Awarded
District 5710 awarded 27 grants to 21 Rotary Clubs, for a total of $19,537.25. There were 33 applications. In the past three years, 40 of the 48 clubs in the district have applied for District Simplified Grants.
District Simplified Grants are funded from a percentage of the Rotary Foundation Annual Fund that is returned to each district three years after Rotarians make their donations. The grants are one way Rotarians’ philanthropy supports the projects of clubs in their home district.

Following is a list of the successful projects for 2008-09.
Literacy projects:
Baldwin City – Rotarians will give 120 paperback dictionaries to all Baldwin 4th graders and the new 5th graders.

Emporia Noon – Provide dictionaries for every 5th grader in Emporia, as well as to 5th grade teachers, teacher aides, and students of the Adult Education Center, which provides literacy services to English, Spanish, Southeast Asian, and Somalian students. They will donate 360 student dictionaries and 96 Webster’s Encyclopedic Dictionaries

Gardner – Rotarians will provide 450 dictionaries to all 3rd graders in USD 231.
Kansas City – Rotarians will provide 500 dictionaries to elementary and middle schools in USD 500.
Leavenworth – Rotarians will provide 744 dictionaries to all 3rd graders in Leavenworth, Lansing, Fort Leavenworth, and Easton public and private schools. 
Leawood – Rotarians will provide 6 boxes of dictionaries to underserved schools- Wellborn and W.A. White Schools - in the Kansas City area. Leawood Rotarians will also supply “I Like Me” books to kindergarten students at Our Lady of Unity School and will read to the children in the school.
Lenexa – Rotarians will provide each 3rd grader in nine area elementary schools in its region with a dictionary to take home.
Manhattan Konza – Rotarians will provide 72 English dictionaries, 60 Spanish/English dictionaries and 408 thesauri for all 4th and 5th graders in schools and homeschools in Manhattan, Kansas
Olathe – Provide 480 Spanish/English dictionaries to Hispanic junior high and high school students and parents, as well as to students in Spanish language programs in junior high and high school. 
Overbrook – Present dictionaries to all 48 4th graders in Overbrook and 31 “I like Me” books to kindergarteners in Overbrook. Students will learn how to use the dictionaries.
Shawnee – Provide more than 333 English and Spanish dictionaries to 3rd grade students and stock 5 school library shelves with more than 100 children’s books. 
Shawnee Mission – provide dictionaries and training in using dictionaries to all 3rd grade students in Merriam, Mission, and Roeland Park Kansas.
Topeka North – provide 288 dictionaries to 3rd graders in 8 elementary schools in Topeka
Topeka West - provide 200 dictionaries to 3rd and 4th graders at Ross Elementary School, USD 501 and Pauline South Elementary School, USD 437.
Other Projects

The Atchison Rotary Club received a grant to help them furnish a preschool in San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala. Last year they assisted 4th, 5th, and 6th graders with textbooks; this year they will go to Guatemala and deliver classroom materials for a Montessori school and provide materials to help the indigenous children learn Spanish.

Members of the Bonner Springs Rotary Club will take school supplies to the Club Rotario Cristobal Colon, in Colon, Panama. The Colon Rotary Club has a long-term relationship with District 5710 and many Rotarians have visited  and supported their projects to support education in this impoverished area.

The Lawrence Rotary Club, in partnership with the Bayan Zurkh 100 Rotary Club of Ulaabaatar, will provide textbooks in all subjects (mathematics, drawing, Mongolian Language, natural science, music, social science, and more) to the Achlal Children’s Development Center in the “ger district” in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. They will work in collaboration with Local Solutions Foundation, a Mongolian NGO.

The Leavenworth Rotary Club will take medical supplies for use by a medical team from Eastern Kansas and Western Missouri to serve people in Las Cayne and Torbeck, Haiti, in conjunction with the Haitian Episcopal Learning Programs Foundation.

The Leawood, Olathe, and Overland Park South Rotary Clubs, with the partnership of the Gardner Rotary Club, will work with Heart to Heart International and the Guatemala Sur Rotary Club in the Solola region of Guatemala to provide water purification units and training in their use, as well as hygiene kits, hygiene education materials and de-worming medications for more than 120 families in Guatemala. They will also provide stoves and latrines for Solola. 

The Louisburg Rotary Club will assist in fundraising and construction of a shelter house for the Children’s Playground Park in Louisburg.

The Marysville Rotary Club will use the DSG to support its Toys for Tots “store.” They will give each family three toys, one stuffed animal, a hat & mitten set, a book and a stocking stuffer for each child under 17, as well as a bag of food and a raffle entry to win a bicycle.

The Ottawa Rotary Club will provide150 bicycle helmets to the police force for distribution to riders they encounter without helmets.  The club will also assist the police force with a bicycle rodeo in the spring.

Overbrook Rotary Club will provide lighting in the parking lot and railings for the Pavilion in the Overbrook City Park and Sports Complex.

The Overland Park South Rotary Club will help refurbish the Bridge Home for Children, the only home in the Kansas City Metro area that allows a teen  mother to keep her baby. They will paint, decorate, and add furniture and bathroom and kitchen appliances and equipment to the home.

