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Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
One of the positive things about an òall you can eató buffet is that there is always something 
there for everyone.  You donõt even need to decide what you want to eat until you look over 
the offerings.  The same is true for our Rotary Foundation.  Rotarians often ask what 
happens to the money we donate to the Foundation.  Here is the menu.  There is something 
there for everyone!   
Polio Plus. Rotarians have mobilized by the hundreds of thousands to ensure that children 
are immunized against this crippling disease and that surveillance is strong, despite the 
poor infrastructure, extreme poverty, and civil strife of many countries. Since the Polio Plus 
programõs inception in 1985, more than two billion children have received oral polio 

vaccine. To date, 210 countries, territories, and areas around the world are polio-free, and 134 of these have 
been certified. As of June 2008, Rotary has committed more than $757 million to global polio eradication. 
Health, Hunger and Humanity (3-H) Grants fund large-scale, two- to four-year projects that enhance 
health, help alleviate hunger, or improve human development. Since 1978, 324 projects in 77 countries have 
been funded at a cost of $84 million.  
Matching Grants provide matching funds for international service projects of Rotary clubs and districts. 
Since 1965, more than 29,000 Matching Grant projects in 199 countries have been funded at a cost of more 
than $335 million.  
District Simplified Grants  support the short-term service activities or humanitarian endeavors of 
districts in communities locally or internationally. This program began in 2003-04, and over 1,900 grants 
have been awarded to 478 districts in 65 countries totaling more than $28 million.  
Volunteer Service Grants support the international travel of qualified Rotarians and their spouses to 
provide a needed service to a community or to plan the implementation of a needed project. This program 
began in 2006-07, and to date 429 grants have been awarded at a cost of more than $2 million.  
Rotary World Peace Fellowships. Each year, up to 60 fellows are sponsored to study at one of the six 
Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution for a masterõs-level degree. Since 
the programõs inception in 2002-03, 339 fellows from over 75 different countries have participated at a cost 
of more than $23 million.  
Ambassadorial Scholarships. The Foundation sponsors one of the largest international scholarship 
programs in the world. Scholars study in a country other than their own where they serve as unofficial 
ambassadors of goodwill. Since 1947, more than 39,000 scholars from over 115 countries have received 
scholarships at a cost of more than $504 million.  
Rotary Grants for University Teachers are awarded to faculty members to teach in a developing nation 
for 3 to 10 months. Since 1985, 486 university teachers have shared their expertise with a college or 
university in a developing country at a cost of $4.8 million.  
Group Study Exchange (GSE). These annual awards are made to paired Rotary districts to provide travel 
expenses for a team of non-Rotarians from a variety of professions. Rotarian hosts organize a four- to six-
week itinerary of vocational, educational, and cultural points of interest. Since 1965, about 65,000 
individuals (13,541 teams) from 106 countries have participated at a cost of more than $100 million.  
 
The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, goodwill, 
and peace through the improvement of health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty.   
District 6970 continues to rank at the very top of all 520 districts in support of The Rotary Foundation.  
Thanks to each of you for your fantastic support! 
 
Yours in Rotary Service, 

Dave 

Governor Daveõs Message 
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Important  Dates 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             

            
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
 

 

 

ITõS COMING! 
Youõre Invited!! 
Donõõt Miss It!! 
Save the Dates!! 

December 11 ð 13, 2009 
 

District Con ference / NFL Football / Membership Seminar 
Great Learning, Fun and Fellowship 

The Works!!!!! 
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Dear Rotary District 6970 Club Presidents, 
 
On behalf of the entire District Conference Committee, I would like to thank each of your for your 
enthusiastic support of our upcoming ôGet In The Gameõ Rotary District Conference!   
 
Please use these at your upcoming meeting.  If you need more of anything, please let me know. We will also 
keep you informed through e-mail. 
 
Below are more important details for you: 
 

Please make the District Luncheon on Friday, December 11th your Rotary meeting for that week.  
We have planned a fun, uplifting meeting that will celebrate Rotary and the spirit of the season. 

 
There will be a House of Friendship on Friday, December 11th in the Lobby outside the  
Ballrooms where the District Luncheon will be held. A table will be provided for clubs that wish 
to participate.  Please let Patti Chapman (Rotaryexecsec@aol.com) know if your club would like a 
table. 

 
Please make sure to provide the names of Rotarians that passed away since April 2009 for 
recognition at the District Conference to Patti Chapman (Rotaryexecsec@aol.com) as soon as 
possible. 

 
There will be a collection for Toys for Tots at the Friday events through Saturdayõs lunch.  The 
Marines will pick up the toys at the end of Saturdayõs lunch.  Please encourage your members to 
bring unwrapped toys to any of the events on Friday and Saturday morning.   We hope to donate a 
mountain of toys so that no child in our communities goes without. 
 
We have a nice problem with our In Home Dine Arounds on Saturday night ð many offers to host 

  them!   
We want to be able to accept all these offers but need to make sure that we have every available 
seat filled.  Please encourage your Rotarians to register using the Conference Registration Forms 
included in this package or on the District website.  Both the Full Conference Package and the 
Saturday Only Package include the Dine-Around.  Individual tickets for the Dine-Arounds can be 
purchased for $50.00 each.  Attendees will be able to select the home they will ôDine-Aroundõ on a 
first-come, first serve basis.  We will have descriptions, directions and menus for them to see at 
Conference Registration that opens the morning of Friday, December 11th.  To make sure that we 
have the right number of homes, we need your estimate of the number of attendees from your club.  
Please see the ôDine-Aroundõ memo included in this package and e-mail Meg Folds at 
megfolds@clearwire.net if you have any questions. 
 
A ticket to the Tailgate Party on Sunday is a bonus to anyone who registers for the Full 
Conference Package, Friday Only Package or Saturday Only Package prior to December 1st.  
Tickets will be $25.00 each for Conference Package Registrants after December 1st and/or for 
individual tickets.  What a bargainé..check out the menu on the enclosed flyeréwe have a prime 
location in Lot J on the west side of the stadium next to the pond, just 200 yards from the nearest 
entrance to the stadium!  Go Jaguars!!!!  

 
Thank you again for your wonderful support of the District Conference!     
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

mailto:Rotaryexecsec@aol.com
mailto:Rotaryexecsec@aol.com
mailto:megfolds@clearwire.net
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Friday, December 11, 2009 
(All Events on Friday are at the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville) 
 
10:00 a.m.  Conference Registration Opens Pre-Function Area  
 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. House of Friendship   Ballroom Foyer 1 to 3 
 
10:30 a.m.  Luncheon Registration Opens  Ballroom Foyer 1 to 3 
 
10:30 a.m.  Toy Collection for ôToys for Totsõ 
 
11:00 a.m.  Entertainment by The Navy Quartet Grand Ballrooms 1 to 4 

 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. District 6970 Luncheon   Grand Ballrooms 1 to 4 
   Welcome from District Governor Dave Faraldo  

 Pledge of Allegiance  
National Anthem 

 Welcome From The Honorable Jennifer Carroll  
Remarks From Rotary International Special Representative David Edwards 
Lunch  
Recognition of Jacksonville Jaguars 
 Lawrence DuBow, Partner, Jacksonville Jaguars 
Panel: Challenge Your Knowledge of Sports with the Crew from 1010XL 

   
Door Prize Drawing    
Recognitions and Close 
 

2:00 p.m. ð 5:00 p.m. Membership Seminar   River Terrace 2 
   Membership Seminar Welcome  

Dave Faraldo, District Governor 
    Cecil Gibson, Past District Governor 
   Discussion of Membership Challenges Within Clubs 
    Cecil Gibson, Past District Governor 
   Membership Issues Affecting Rotary Around the World 
    Dave Edwards, Rotary International Presidentõs Representative 
   Women in the Rotary World 
    Carolyn Jones, Past Rotary International Foundation Trustee 
   Rotaract ð The Future of Rotary 
    Phil Bravo, First Coast Rotaract President 
   Building a Strategic Membership Plan 
    Ken Smallwood, Past District Governor 
   Club Extension/How to Form a New Club Panel Discussion 
    Larry Johnson, District Extension Chair 
    Deb Cottle, Amelia Island Sunrise Rotary Club 
    Joe Anzalone, Orange Park Sunset Provisional Rotary Club 
   Q&A and Wrap-Up 
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5:30 p.m. ð 6:30 p.m. College of Governors Reception  Room 4104 
 
6:30 p.m. ð 7:00 p.m. Pre-Game and Activity Sign-Ups  Ballroom Foyer 1 to 3 
   Toy Collection for Toys for Tots 
 
6:30 p.m. ð10:30 p.m. ôGet In The Gameõ Party  Grand Ballroom 1 to 3 
    
Saturday, December 12, 2009  
 
9:00 a.m. ð 11:45 p.m. Plenary Sessions   River Terrace 1 
   Rotary Foundation/Purple Pinkie Program 
   GSE Team 
   Clubrunner vs. DaCdb 
 
12:00N ð 1:00 p.m. Luncheon    River Terrace 2 

David Edwards, Rotary International Special Representative 
Toys for Tots Pick-Up by United States Marines 

 
1:00 p.m. ð 6:00 p.m. Free Time 
   Please see the Conference Guide for a list of suggested activities 
 
6:00 p.m. ð 10:00 p.m. Dine-Arounds at Rotarian Homes (as of November 1, 2009): 
   Ellen and Howard Dyal (San Marco Rotarian) 
   Lorie and Mark Easterling (Fleming Island Rotarian) 
   Paola (San Jose Rotarian) and Robert (South Jacksonville Rotarian) Harris 
   Patricia and John Linge (Orange Park Rotarian)  

Bobbie and Lee Mercier (South Jacksonville Rotarian) 
Clark and Norma Vargas (Southpoint Rotarian) 

   Katie and Ron Pellum (Riverside Rotarian) 
   Mary Lou and Mike Prendergast (West Jacksonville Rotarian) and Jim and Meg 
Folds (San Marco Rotarian). 

Sandy and Steve Ramsey (San Marco Rotarian) 
Ann and Bill Traer (San Marco Rotarian) 
 

Sunday, December 13th  
 
8:30 a.m. ð 9:00 a.m. Non-Denominational Service  River Terrace 1 
 
9:00 a.m. ð 9:45 a.m. Breakfast Buffet    River Terrace 1 
 
9:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. District Conference Wrap-Up  River Terrace 1 
   Remarks by District Governor Dave Faraldo 

Remarks From Rotary International Special Representative David Edwards 
 

10:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m. THE District 6970 TAILGATE Party Tent at Lot J/West side of the 
stadium next to pond 
 
1:00 p.m. -   Jacksonville Jaguars vs. Miami Dolphins Jacksonville Municipal Stadium 
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GSE Team Arrives 

 
Our GSE team arrived safely November 13 in 
Jacksonville.  The team is from District 1900.  
Rotary District 1900 is in the west central area of 
Germany and includes the major cities of Essen 
and Dortmund. Essen, located on the Ruhr River, 
is the 7th largest city with a population of 
603,000. It is home to 13 of the 100 largest 
German corporations. Dortmund is the 8th 
largest city with a population of 592,000. It is 
known as the ògreen metropolisó because of its 
waterways, woodlands, agriculture, and green 
spaces. 
Left to right: Felix Peter, Hendrick and Tim.  
Christopher will be joining the team this week. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Team leader Tracey and Team leader Peter enjoy 
dinner this past weekend in Palatka. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tim, Peter, Hendrick and Felix at Flagler 
County government building reception. 
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November ð Rotary Foundation Month  

 

November is the month that we, in our Rotary calendar, set aside to focus on The (OUR) 

Rotary Foundation.  This is the month to renew our support for Doing Good throughout 

the world with the assistance of The Rotary Foundation programs and funding support. 

None of these programs would be possible without the annual and continued 

philanthropic support of each and every Rotarian.   

 

No matter what the amount of financial support, it is important to the continued ability to 

Do Good that each Rotarian should commit to supporting The Rotary Foundation.  Every 

Rotarian Every Year ï if we become accustomed to this practice, it becomes as natural as 

taking a breath.   

 

The following stories are excerpts selected to provide feedback of the Doing Good that 

takes place as a result of your support of the Foundation.  It  is hoped that these stories 

will give you a sense of joy in recognition of the impact of your gifts and inspire your 

continued support of The Rotary Foundation. 
 
 

The Rotary Foundation 
Low Cost Projects ð Big Humanitarian Return 

The Virtue of Small Change 
Excerpt of article by John Conroy 

The Rotarian November 2009 
 

 

E veryone remembers the horrifying December 2004 tsunami. But what few people know ð 

because almost no media reported this fact ð is that nearly half of total relief donations 

worldwide, $2.78 billion, came from ordinary U.S. citizens. Celebrities and big corporations got 

press, but not these individual small donors, most of whom gave less than $50.  

Wendy Smith describes this unprecedented burst of generosity in Give a Little: How Your Small 
Donations Can Transform Our World , published this month. Smith, who profiled a bridge-building 
project funded by The Rotary Foundation, adds that giving a lot of money does not guarantee 
success. òWhat matters,ó she says, òis the outcome.ó  
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Rotarians know this firsthand, whether they are among the Foundationõs top donors, 
bequeathing multimillion-dollar fortunes, or the many club members who steadily contribute 
smaller amounts every year.  

The Rotary Foundation surveyed the landscape of recent projects funded by the Foundation and 
came up with these seven ways to change the world without needing a fortune. All of them fall 
into at least one of the six areas of focus outlined in the Future Vision Plan. And all have price-to-
impact ratios that would delight any executive. For the cost of a candy bar, you can save a child 
from HIV infection. Give up a couple of lattes, and you can restore someoneõs eyesight. And your 
next dinner at a restaurant? Buy some chickens instead ð you could feed a family and provide 
enough income to send the children to school.  

 Mosquito net: $5  

òGive me $10-$20,ó Terry Youlton says, òand we can save a family.ó  

Youlton, 73, is directing the delivery of 110,000 mosquito nets to boarding schools across 
Tanzania. òThere are over 16 million cases of malaria a year in Tanzania,ó he observes. òAnd 
100,000 people die. Most susceptible are pregnant women and small children.ó  

Youltonõs club, the Rotary Club of Ridgetown, Ont., Canada, and the Rotary Club of Moshi, 
Tanzania, with 18 Canadian districts, secured a Matching Grant from the Foundation and 
another grant from the Canadian government. The Rotarians purchased the nets through the 
Against Malaria Foundation, which guarantees that theyõre distributed where promised. On the 
groupõs Web site, donors can track the nets through photos and videos. òThis was the kind of 
proof I wanted for Rotary,ó Youlton says.  

The Against Malaria Foundation provides long-lasting insecticidal nets. The mosquitoes are 
drawn by the odor of the sleeping person and killed on contact with the nets. Even with holes, a 
treated net remains 90 to 95 percent effective for about five years. The insecticide also is safe for 
all: A mosquito is a million times smaller than an infant.  

Population Services International, a global health nonprofit based in Washington, D.C., will 
install the nets. òItõs a hot and dirty job,ó Youlton says. òI know, because Iõve been there and done 
that. Youõre climbing around on the top of double and triple bunks. Theyõre doing it all for free.ó  

Cataract surgery: $25  

When Pennsylvania Rotarian Robert Walton talks to Rotary clubs, he doesnõt plead for 
thousands of dollars. Instead, he asks, òHow many eyes do you want to restore?ó  

Then he tells them that for $6.75 ð when combined with contributions from Rotarians in Karachi, 
Pakistan, and Matching Grants from the Foundation ð each person in the audience could save 
someone from blindness.  

Cataracts, the clouding of the eye lens, have many causes, among them aging, diabetes, 
hypertension, eye trauma, and long-term exposure to ultraviolet light. According to the World 
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Health Organization, age-related cataracts account for nearly half of the worldõs blindness, and 
as people live longer, the numbers are rising.   

In the United States, cataract surgery to replace the existing crystalline lens with an intraocular 
lens (IOL) costs about $3,000. Two small Rotary clubs ð Spring Township Centennial, Pa., and 
Karachi South, Pakistan ð found a group to do it for $25 at a state-of-the-art hospital in Karachi. 
With a Matching Grant, they funded IOL implants for 2,000 impoverished patients, teaming up 
with the Layton Rahmatulla Benevolent Trust, a nonprofit operating 16 eye care hospitals in 
Pakistan.  

Concentrated language encounter: $8.56  

Where conventional literacy techniques have failed, hundreds of thousands of children and 
adults have learned to read through the concentrated language encounter (CLE) method.  

Schools in more than 30 countries have adopted the approach, developed by Rotarian Richard 
Walker more than 30 years ago, and the literacy booklets have been translated into a multitude 
of languages, among them Afrikaans, Arabic, Bangla, and Turkish.  

And itõs cheap. The basic supplies are paper, cardboard, crayons, and twine, to create books that 
the classes write together. The Rotary clubs of Pasig North, Philippines, and Petaling Jaya, 
Malaysia, recently completed a two-year CLE program for four elementary schools in Pasig City, 
Philippines.  

With $10,000 raised by the two clubs and a Matching Grant of equal size from The Rotary 
Foundation, the program reached 2,337 students, at a cost of $8.56 each. And thatõs just the first 
class: The grant also funded training for 51 teachers.  

Vitamin A: 2 cents  

Consider this the next time you walk past a penny on the ground: The leading cause of 
preventable blindness in children, vitamin A deficiency, can be eliminated for 2 cents a dose. Up 
to half a million children a year lose their sight because they lack the vitamin, abundant in the 
diet of children in developed nations. (Eggs, fortified milk and cereal, carrots, and spinach are all 
good sources.) Children with vitamin A deficiency are also more likely die from common 
childhood illnesses such as diarrhea and measles.  

Administering 200,000 IU (international units) of the vitamin for two days cuts blindness and 
mortality rates. Matching Grants have funded many vitamin A drives. Supplements also are often 
delivered with polio vaccines during National Immunization Days, averting 1.5 million childhood 
deaths since 1998.  
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Bio-sand filter: $32  

The numbers are astonishing: One in three people worldwide lacks access to clean water, 3.5 
million people die each year from drinking it, and one child dies every 15 seconds from 
waterborne illnesses. Recently, 19,000 bio-sand filters ð simple, cost-effective tools for purifying 
water ð were installed in homes in the Dominican Republic, funded by 30 Foundation Matching 
Grants to clubs in Canada, the Dominican Republic, and the United States.  

The HydrAid bio-sand filter removes all parasites and 95 percent of bacteria and viruses. It uses 
gravity as a power source, has no moving parts, and lasts for at least 10 years. Made of plastic, it 
weighs just 8 pounds. For $32, you can buy yourself two bottles of water a day for about two 
weeks, or you can buy one bio-sand filter and deliver pure water for a decade to an entire family.  

Polio vaccine: 60 cents  

Unless you joined Rotary yesterday, youõve heard this before: Drops of the oral polio vaccine in 
the hands of Rotarians have changed the world. But weõre not done yet. Without dusting off your 
passport, you could help eradicate the disease from the four nations where the wild poliovirus 
persists. And itõs a bargain: 60 cents will protect a child from polio for life. Since the PolioPlus 
program was launched in 1985, Rotarians have contributed more than $800 million to the cause 
and immunized two billion children.  

Flock of chickens: $20  

The Rotary Foundation has awarded many grants over the years to clubs that team up with 
Heifer International, providing farm animals to impoverished families. The stipulation: 
Recipients must pass on the good fortune, by way of animal offspring. With a Matching Grant, 
the Rotary clubs of Kololo-Kampala, Uganda, and Hayle, England, recently provided 22 Ugandan 
families with heifers for $500 apiece. About 58 gallons of milk are now flowing each day into the 
local economy.  

If thatõs too pricey, Heifer International also can provide a starter flock of 10 to 50 chicks for $20. 
The birds can thrive on small plots and survive on table scraps and insects, making them ideal for 
impoverished communities.  

A good hen can lay 200 eggs a year. Ray White, Heifer International spokesman, says that with 
25 roosters and 25 hens, a family starts eating a lot better. òSuddenly thereõs protein in the diet,ó 
he says, òand if there is space for a garden, the homegrown vegetables do better with the 
application of the manure.ó  

With a flock this size, White says, a family can bring both eggs and meat to market and still 
increase the overall number by allowing some eggs to hatch. A family in Burkina Faso, for 
example, could triple its annual income, sometimes in a matter of months. òNow they can afford 
the $3 to send a child to school for a year. They can afford what they call ôiron sheetsõ for the roof, 
so the home is dry for the first time. They can afford a little medical care, and a little goes a long 
way when children are dying of measles, dysentery, and malaria.  
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Polio Eradication Campaign 

 

 

 

 

 
Please remember our signature service and 
humanitarian project ï the eradication of polio.  We have 
made a promise to the worldôs children that we must 
keep. 
 
We have pledged our fair share in meeting the challenge 
from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
approximately two years ago.  We must all work together 
to fulfill our pledge and promise. 
 
This month of focus on The Rotary Foundation is a great 
time to revisit that pledge and promise and make a 
contribution and holiday season gift to future generations.  
As always, make your gift payable to The Rotary 
Foundation and note for Polio Eradication Campaign. 
 
PDG Ken Baker leads this charge for us and would be 
happy to answer any questions.  Ken can be reached via 
email at jkbaker@fdn.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jkbaker@fdn.com
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The Rotary Foundation 

Future Vision 

 
As most of you are aware, The Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees has developed a future 
operating model, based upon lessons learned over the past 30+ years,  to increase the impact of 
Rotary Foundation programs and funds on improving living conditions throughout the world.  
There will be a three year pilot program for implementation of this plan.  The pilot involves 100 
districts, one of which is our own, District 6970.   
 
You will be hearing more about the impact of the Future Vision pilot beginning in February 2010.  
The intent of the pilot and the future is to provide districts with greater flexibility in creation and 
funding of projects aimed at six areas of emphasis as outlined by The Rotary Foundation Board 
of Trustees. 
 
The six areas of emphasis are: 
 
ü Water and sanitation 
ü Disease prevention and treatment 
ü Maternal and child health 
ü Basic education and literacy 
ü Economic and community development 
ü Peace and conflict prevention/resolution 
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Investing less than US$2 a week through the Foundation changes lives 

By Antoinette Tuscano   
Rotary International News -- 10 November 2009   

 

 
  

 A child bathes in Río Bajabonico in La Grúa, Dominican Republic. Rotary club 

members have helped install 19,000 bio-sand filters, which make water safe to drink, 

through the Rotarian-led Children's Safe Water Alliance. Rotary Images/Alyce Henson  

Worldwide, Rotary Foundation Matching Grants are saving and changing lives. Since the 

first Matching Grant  was awarded in 1965, more than US$335 million has been 

distributed through more than 30,000 grants.  

This is a tremendous achievement for Rotarians, who have made these grants possible 

through their generous donations to the Annual Programs Fund , and dedicated their time 

and talent to help carry out projects that put Service Above Self.  

By giving $100  a year -- less than $2 a week -- to the Annual Programs Fund through the 

Every Rotarian, Every Year  (EREY) initiative, Rotarians become part of the 

Foundation's mission to advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through the 

improvement of health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty.  

Here are just a few of the projects made possible through Matching Grants.  

Repairing cleft palates  

Australian, Dutch, and Indonesian Rotarians have helped repair cleft lips and palates for 

more than 2,000 children. One of the most common birth defects, clefts can interfere with 

eating, speaking, and breathing.  

Thalca Hamid, an orthodontist from the Rotary Club of Surabaya Central, Surabaya, 

Indonesia, and two other club members began the project in 2001, arranging patient 

transportation, educating parents about postoperative care, and providing children with 

books and toys. Rotarians also recruited local villagers to talk to rural families about the 

benefits of the surgery.   

"The children and their families have unbelievable pressure and stress because many feel 

that such defects are a curse," Hamid says. "Previously, few in our community realized 

how complicated this defect is."  

 

http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/FundAProject/HumanitarianGrants/Pages/MatchingGrants.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/AnnualProgramsFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/ContributeNow/OnlineContributionForm/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/AnnualProgramsFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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New hope and self-esteem  

The Bitone Center for Disadvantaged Children , located in Kampala, Uganda, is home to 

two dozen children ages 8-18. Many are orphans; others have lost their homes or been 

estranged from their families by disease, war, or economic hardship. The Rotary clubs of 

Kampala-East and Traverse Bay Sunrise, Michigan, USA, are providing support with 

help from a Rotary Foundation Matching Grant.  

By connecting children to traditional Ugandan dance, music, and theater, as well as 

providing shelter, food, and education, the center strives to give them new hope and self-

esteem.  

Without water, there is no life  

In many parts of the world, people lack access to clean water, leading to disease and 

death. More than 3.5 million people die from water-related diseases each year, and more 

than 40 percent of those deaths are due to diarrhea, which UNICEF lists as the second-

leading childhood killer. Polio  also spreads through contaminated water.  

Rotary club members have helped install 19,000 bio-sand filters, which make water safe 

to drink, through the Rotarian-led Children's Safe Water Alliance in the Dominican 

Republic. They've reached an estimated 100,000 people in 300 communities.  

For seven years, more than 200 clubs in 18 districts in Canada, the Dominican Republic, 

the United States, and other Caribbean countries have supported the effort, as has the 

Foundation, with 30 Matching Grants.  

We believe every Rotarian has a story about EREY. Why do you give through Every 

Rotarian, Every Year? Send your story to my.erey.story@rotary.org , and it might be 

chosen to appear in the next EREY ad in The Rotarian .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bitonechildren.org/home.html
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/Polio/Pages/ridefault.aspx
mailto:my.erey.story@rotary.org
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/TheRotarian/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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Child mortality rate drops worldwide  
By Ryan Hyland and Diana Schoberg   

Rotary International News -- 8 October 2009   

 

A UNICEF study released in September shows a drop in child mortality worldwide.  

Improved antimalaria measures and simple health practices have contributed to the 

decline of child deaths worldwide, according to a report released by UNICEF in 

September.  

The study showed that an estimated 8.8 million children under five died in 2008 

compared with 12.5 million in 1990, a drop of 28 percent and the lowest since 

recordkeeping began in 1960, UNICEF says.  

"These new figures underscore the importance of the work that Rotary does," says 2008-

09 RI President Dong Kurn Lee, who chose to focus on child mortality during his term. 

"The great majority of child deaths are preventable, and most of them can be prevented 

with relatively inexpensive interventions -- something as simple as a water filter, 

antibiotics, or a trained birth attendant."  

The UNICEF report attributed the drop in child mortality largely to health interventions 

such as immunizations, vitamin A supplements, improved prevention of mother-to-child 

HIV/AIDS transmission, and the use of antimalaria mosquito nets.  

Although all regions of the world have made progress, millions of children still die each 

year, with 40 percent of those deaths occurring in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

India, and Nigeria, according to the report.  

Lee's emphasis on reducing child mortality inspired clubs and districts to initiate new 

projects and come together for two international conferences devoted to the issue.  

In 2008, more than half of all World Community Service health projects focused on 

reducing child mortality, involving medical clinics, health care training, and nutrition, 

according to Rotary International's ProjectLINK database.  

Here are a few examples of innovative Rotary club projects that are addressing child 

mortality:  

¶ Rotary clubs in Great Britain, Ireland, and Tanzania collaborated to form 

Rotarians Eliminating Malaria in Tanzania. The group used two Matching Grants 

and one Health, Hunger and Humanity Grant to provide more than 200,000 

mosquito nets to communities in and around Arusha.  
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¶ To help improve maternal health, members of the Rotary clubs of Bagé-Minuano, 

Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, and Jackson Hole Supper, Wyoming, USA, are 

establishing a center to collect and redistribute breast milk at a hospital in a low-

income area of Bagé.  

¶ The Rotary Club of New Manila Heights, Quezon City, Philippines, launched a 

project in 2007 to treat 90 children under the age of 10 for tuberculosis. Headed 

by a Rotarian physician, the effort provides medicine and distributes food to the 

children.  

"It's important to recognize the progress we've made, and how we've made that progress," 

Lee says. "But we also need to acknowledge that there is still a great deal left to be done 

in the area of child mortality -- and that there is a very great deal that we as Rotarians can 

and should be doing."  
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How polio affected their lives 
By Antoinette Tuscano   

Rotary International News -- 23 October 2009   

 

 
 For as little as US$0.60 worth of vaccine, a child can be protected 

against polio for life. Rotary Images  

Historically, polio has been one of the greatest causes of disability.  

Polio survivors and their families know all too well how the disease 
attacks the motor neurons of the brainstem, causing breathing 
difficulty and sometimes death. Some know what it's like to spend 
years, and maybe a lifetime, recovering from the disease.  

For as little as US$0.60 worth of vaccine, a child can be protected 
against polio for life. Total eradication is vital. If polio isnõt eradicated, 

the world will continue to live under the threat of the disease, with more than 10 million children at risk of 
becoming paralyzed over the next 40 years.  

As World Polio Day, 24 October, approaches, we asked polio survivors to share their personal reasons for 
ending polio now. Read what they had to say below.  

 
Ann Lee Hussey  

Ann Lee Hussey is governor-elect of District 7780 (parts of Maine, Massachusetts, 
and New Hampshire, USA) and a member of the Rotary Club of Casco Bay-
Sunrise (Portland Area), Maine. Hussey, chair of the Rotarian Action Group for 
Polio Survivors and Associates, contracted the disease when she was 17 months 
old, in July 1955. Her brother and uncle also had polio. Hussey says the disease 
temporarily paralyzed her from the waist down.  

"My earliest recollections are my surgeries; constant physical therapy; Easter egg 
hunts from a wheelchair in the hospital; hot, heavy, and itchy plaster of Paris 
casts; heavy metal braces with leather straps; Buster Brown shoes with soles to 

accommodate my braces; a special janitor, Mr. Clark, who carried me up the stairs at school; continuing 
stares as I walked down the street; the inability to walk barefoot or to run; and the struggle of buying 
shoes.  

"No child should have to suffer from the crippling effects of polio when it is totally preventable. If we stop, 
polio will return with a vengeance to places where today's children do not even know what polio is. Rotary 
made a promise, and we keep our promises."  

 
 
 
 

http://www.rotarypoliosurvivors.com/content/home/default2.asp
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Urs Herzog  
Urs Herzog, past governor of District 1980 and a member of the Rotary Club of 
Allschwil, Switzerland, contracted polio in 1956, when he was eight years old. 
Because of the disease's impact on his body, he was unable to participate in 
sports. But with medical intervention, he has been able to live a more or less 
normal life.  

"When I learned about the polio initiative when I became a Rotarian, I knew 
that this will be a chance to share my experience as a polio victim and to do all 
my best to support this worldwide [effort]."  

As district governor, Herzog and some Rotarian friends created the Swiss/Liechtenstein polio day on 13 
September 2008 and raised more than 1 million Swiss francs (US$994,000). 

 

Zaheer "Zak" Ahmed  
In 2007, as a 22-year-old student from Pakistan studying in Australia, Zaheer 
Ahmed began to experience a high fever and a pain in his lower back and legs. 
His symptoms were at first attributed to fever, but as the pain continued and 
he developed a limp, he visited a clinic, which referred him to Melbourne's 
Box Hill Hospital, where a doctor diagnosed him with polio, the first case 
diagnosed in Australia in 21 years. He was isolated at the hospital until he 
tested negative for the poliovirus.  

"I think during my isolation, it was not just polio I was fighting with. I was 
caught with so many thoughts and scared feelings -- and especially loneliness. 

Allah blessed me with Rotary International. They helped me to overcome my stress and pain I felt during 
isolation and, most important, they made me feel that I'm not alone -- that there are still those who want to 
help me and want to be friends with me.  

"It's a very important cause for which you all are working. I love Rotary. It was very hard to cope with this 
disease, but with the help of Allah and the Rotarians' care, I made it."   

Adrian Cornelius  
Adrian Cornelius, past governor of District 1150 and a member of the Rotary 
Club of Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan, Wales, was two years old when he 
contracted polio during World War II. Though he has little memory of that 
time, he heard from his parents how he was shuffled around from hospital to 
hospital for two years as different cities in South Wales were bombed.   

I remember well the aftermath of the disease from the age of five and into my 
early teens, when I was weak down my left side for many years. During that 
period, I was encouraged to partake in many physical activities, especially 
sporting ones." Cornelius said his legs didn't grow properly, stunting his growth by as much as 2 inches.  

"It's so important that people realize what a terrible disease polio is and how it impacts the young. I was 
very, very lucky. It is so important that we finish the job."  
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New interactive e-learning modules 

The Rotary E-Learning Center  is your online resource for the independent study of Rotary. New 
e-learning modules have an interactive, òhow-toó approach. Click on any of the following 
modules to get started:  

¶ Future Vision overview  
¶ Future Vision: choosing a grant  
¶ Future Vision: grant management  
¶ RI Web site tour  
¶ How to start a service project  
¶ How to get involved in Rotary  

The Rotary E-Learning Center also features Your Voice, Your Solution , a compilation of best 
practices and solutions from Rotarians to everyday challenges; Rotary Basics , an online 
introduction to Rotary International; and an online manual for district governors-nominee .  

Encourage your club's members to visit the Rotary E-Learning Center  to learn something new 
about Rotary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Training/ForAllRotarians/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_html/elearn_fv_overview_en.htm
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_html/elearn_choosing_a_grant_en.htm
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_html/elearn_grant_management_en.htm
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_html/elearn_web_tour_en.htm
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_html/elearn_service_project_en.htm
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_html/elearn_how_to_get_involved_en.htm
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Training/ForAllRotarians/Pages/yvysbestpractices.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/members/newmembers/rotarybasics/pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Training/ForAllRotarians/Pages/Governornomineemanual.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Training/ForAllRotarians/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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International Service at Work in Philippines 
 
Following is a newsletter excerpt from the Rotary Club of Plaridel in the Philippines.  The Rotary 
Club of Flagler County (Veronica Maggs  and Bill Welch in particular) has been instrumental in 
developing the bridge of friendship with this part of the world. 


