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The month of February is a very special time in 
the Rotary calendar as it is designated World 
Understanding Month. The month includes the 
anniversary of the first meeting of Rotary held 
in Chicago on February 23, 1905, now        
celebrated as World Understanding and Peace 
Day.  

When designated as World Understanding 
Month, the Rotary International Board asked 
all Rotary clubs to plan programs for their 
weekly meetings and undertake special     
activities to emphasize “understanding and 
goodwill” as essential for World peace. To 
achieve this we need all people, of all races 
and creeds, to enjoy good health, to be able to 
read and feed their families, every day, of 
every week, of every month, of every year. 

World Understanding Month is an opportunity 

for every club to pause, plan and promote the 
Fourth Avenue of Service, Rotary's continuing 
international quest for goodwill, peace and 
understanding among people of the world. 

From World Understanding and Peace Day, on 
23 February, through to the end of March, all 
Clubs and Districts across the Rotary world are 
being asked by RI President John Kenny, to 
develop fundraising activities for Polio-Plus, 
(refer RDU information in this month’s edition). 
The eradication of Polio from our world is the 
number one priority in both Rotary’s and our 
District Strategic Plan. 

I therefore ask every Rotarian to take up and 
meet this challenge. The sooner we remove 
this menace, the sooner the world will be a 
safer, healthier place.          DG Alun  
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Work:  08 8202 4681 
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Please submit any articles 
and photos by the  
25th of the month. 

District Website 
www.rotary9500.org 

RI President John Kenny 
has written to all District 
Governors to ask for our 
support for a major Public 
Image project which is 
taking place on the 23rd  
February 2010.  

Various Public Image initia-
tives will be happening 

around the world from 16 February until 2 
March 2010. These will include the now  
successful lighting up of iconic buildings with 
the message End Polio Now.   

I would appreciate it if your club be seen 
doing something visible to promote the End 
Polio Now campaign. It can be anything from 
spending an hour one day handing out leaf-
lets about Rotary and polio, to having a 
booth at your local shopping mall, collecting 
money to help pay for polio immunizations 
for children.  

It really is up to each club's imagination to do 
what they can to support this project.    
Imagine the impact of every club in the world 
taking part to help End Polio Now around our 
organisation’s 105th anniversary. 

For ideas and outreach materials to highlight 
23 February, please visit:  
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/Rotarylead
ership/RIpresident/Pages/PublicImage.aspx 
 

I wish you success as we celebrate Rotary’s 
anniversary, confident that each club will 
recognise The Future of Rotary Is in Your 
Hands. 
DG Alun  

Elizabeth Happenings 
The members of Elizabeth 
Club are most excited by 
the award given to their 
most senior and charter 
member, PP Pat Quigley, 
who was honoured as 
Playford’s “Citizen of the 
Year” during recent 
“Australia Day” celebra-
tions at Freemont Park, 
Elizabeth.  

Jumping from the club’s oldest to the youngest: 
Jason Lawrence, the club’s newest member, 
helped lend a hand with other club volunteers 
at the Australia Day community breakfast  
supported by all Elizabeth Service Clubs.  Also 
helping was Rtn Viv Valladares who has just 
returned from India as a volunteer dentist at 
the Missionaries of Charity, in Calcutta. 

Elizabeth Club volunteers with the club’s 
newest and youngest member, Jason,  
far right, and Viv, 3rd from left. 
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Port Adelaide: Rod Taylor 

Club Presidents 

Peterborough: Bryce Anderson 

Port Lincoln: David Johnson 

Playford: Lyn Shaw 

Extreme Rolling 

Northern Yorke Peninsula:  
Peter Oswald 

Beginning on 17 February, Andreas Dagelet (Brisbane) and riding 
partner Dale Elliott (from Adelaide) are going to ride handcycles 
from Melbourne to Darwin via Adelaide and Alice Springs.  
 

The journey is to raise funds and awareness for programs to help 
children and young adults with disabilities to lead extraordinary 
lives. They aim to raise over $200K through national TV and radio 
coverage. In addition they will visit and engage over 150 schools 
and numerous community organisations. Their intention is to  
impact as many children in a positive way as possible throughout 
the journey. At the same time, they are raising money to fund the 
cost of procedures in Africa for people with club feet. Their goal is to 
fund 1000 procedures at $200 each. 
 

Andreas’ love of handcycling was demonstrated by his record breaking year-long circumnavigation of 
Australia by handcycle in 2006. He wants to add to that adventure by riding on this journey for charity. 
 

Dale Elliott is the first licensed paraplegic skydiver in Australia (second in the world). He is a speaker 
and comedian whose genuine love of helping others has inspired him to join this amazing journey.  
 

Last year the Rotary Club of Cleveland helped Andreas Dagelet to purchase the hand cycle he will 
be using for this marathon ride.  It was suggested that Rotary Clubs, along the route, would possibly 
offer support for this hugely worthwhile venture by raising funds or liaising with schools and helping 
with media and publicity.   If your club can help Dale and Andreas through monetary support or other-
wise, please contact either DG Alun, Andreas on 0412 228 966 or Dale on 0411 696 145. 
 

The story of the trip will appear in Rotary Down Under in February. 

 

RAWCS: Would you like to take a holiday in June or July? 
An opportunity of a lifetime: to spend a little of your time 
and make a great difference for communities in developing 
countries. 
 

We need people with reasonable building skills who can 
work in a team. If you would like to enjoy two weeks of 
work with a difference and in a most interesting location, 
with lots of rain, wonderful seafood, and more rain, please 
contact your Project Volunteer Coordinator Peter Geer on 
8278 3866, Rotary Club of Blackwood, on (08) 8278 3866 
or email:  geerp@bigpond.net.au or PDG Peter Thomas on 
(08) 8562 1982 for more details. 

The Rotary Foundation Future Vision Pilot is a three-year test of the new grant structure offered in 
the Foundation's Future Vision Plan. To simplify the grant-making process, the plan offers only two 
types of grants: Rotary Foundation District Grants and Rotary Foundation Global Grants. Together, 
these grants will allow clubs and districts to carry out a broad spectrum of humanitarian and       
educational efforts, both locally and abroad.       
 

Our District is participating in the pilot, which begins 1 July 2010. Districts selected for the pilot 
have agreed to follow the new grant structure throughout the pilot and to not participate in any of 
the current Foundation programs, with the exception of PolioPlus and the Rotary Centres for    
International Studies.  Districts selected for the pilot must appoint a district Rotary Foundation chair 
who will serve for the three years of the pilot (2010-13).  
 

Current Timeline  
January 2010 
The 2010-11 governors and Rotary Foundation committee chairs of the selected districts attend a 
mandatory training session at RI’s expense.  
February-June 2010 
Incoming governors in pilot districts train 2010-11 club officers (at PETS, the  district conference, or 
the district assembly), determine which grant activities the district will pursue in 2010-11, and begin 
submitting grant applications online.  
1 July 2010 
The Foundation begins awarding district grants and global grants to pilot participants. Pilot districts 
are no longer eligible to receive awards from current Foundation programs.  
2010-13  
Pilot districts participate in Rotary Foundation District Grants and Global Grants and finish closing 
out all remaining Foundation grants from the current structure.      

The Rotary Foundation Future Vision Pilot 
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Welcome to Rotary 
 

David Lawrence Elizabeth 
Cheryl Sanders Elizabeth 
Rosy Bloom Kapunda 
Pat Allsopp Munno Para 
Val Kirk Munno Para 
Gabby Jones Salisbury 
Anthea Walker Salisbury 
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Students depart for new adventures 

Afghanistan first to use new polio vaccine  

Late in January is when the new Outbound Exchange Students leave our shores as the 
annual Long Term Youth Exchange Program cycle continues. The latest group of students 
collected with their family and friends at Adelaide Airport.  With a few tears and sad, but 
happy, goodbyes, they boarded the plane for their destinations. There were plenty of 
nerves apparent (especially from the parents) but the students were all positive and look-
ing forward to the next 12 months on exchange. 
 

This year Anthony Masson, Chair of the District 9500 Long Term YEP Committee,       
travelled with some of the 250 or so, outgoing Australian students, as a chaperone, along 
with his wife, Valerie.  They ended up in Sweden at the end of their travels. 
 

The following students left Adelaide Airport as part of the Rotary District 9500 Long Term 
Youth Exchange Program on the 22nd/23rd January for their year-long exchange. 
 

Student Sponsor Club Destination 
Madlen Stringer Port Pirie Finland 
Emile Pearson  Port Lincoln  Sweden 
Leah Rasmus Port Augusta Denmark 
Kimberley McIntosh Port Augusta France 
James Ansell Alice Springs  Brazil 
Ryan Heness Peterborough  Germany 
Jessica Rallis Gawler Light Belgium 
 

John Clements, Youth Exchange Committee 
 

Photo (L - R); Emile Pearson, Anthony Masson, 
Valerie Masson and Leah Rasmus just prior to their 
departure. 

An estimated 2.8 million children received the vaccine   
during the campaign, which was funded by the Canadian 
government. According to the World Health Organisation, 
the bivalent vaccine was also intended for introduction in 
India and Nigeria by late January and is expected to be a 
critical new tool in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.  
Of the three wild polioviruses, known as types 1, 2, and 3, 
type 2 hasn’t been seen anywhere in the world since 1999. 
This achievement led to the development of monovalent 
vaccines, which provide more effective protection against a 

single type than the traditional trivalent vaccine. In a clinical field trial completed in June, 
the newly developed bivalent vaccine proved to be at least 30 percent more effective than 
the trivalent vaccine and almost as good as the monovalent vaccines.  
As of 22 December, Afghanistan reported 31 polio cases in 2009, 28 of which occurred in 
the southern region. Families there are frequently on the move because of the changing 
security situation, limiting health workers’ access to children. The bivalent vaccine simpli-
fies the logistics of optimally protecting each child. “The new vaccine will allow us to save 
time and energy and reach, eventually, many more children,” said Sheila Noor, one of 
21,000 health workers deployed by the Afghan Ministry of Health. “We explain to every 
mother that this time a new vaccine is used that will protect their children even better. 
They appreciate it.”  
One reason health workers encountered little resistance during the immunization         
campaign was the effectiveness of social mobilizes. Before the effort began, volunteers 
trained by WHO, UNICEF, and the health ministry visited homes and explained the     
importance of vaccination. Another reason was the agreement of Taliban leaders to allow 
immunization in the areas they control. Health workers who went house to house to    
vaccinate children carried letters from these leaders endorsing the campaign.  
The ongoing effort to end polio in the country is staunchly supported by Rotary’s          
Afghanistan Polio Plus Committee, chaired by Ajmal Pardis, a member of the Rotary Club 
of Jalalabad. “Eighty-four percent of Afghans live in parts that are polio-free, and they are 
not being reinfected despite the vast movement [of people] we have in this country,” said 
WHO spokesperson Peter Graaff. “We are doing quite well, even in areas that are either 
disputed or under control of insurgents.” 

 

Listen at 5RPH (1197AM)  
7.30 to 8.00pm Tuesdays  
www.rphadelaide.org.au 
 

Presented by Malcolm S Elliott  
(RC of Adelaide) 

Voice of Rotary 

Feb 2 Rtn Greg Denton (Adelaide Parks) 
 ‘Free’ in Adelaide 

 

Feb 9 Rtn Penni Hamilton-Smith 
 (Mitcham) 
 Rotary in Darwin and in Mitcham 
 

Feb 16 Rtn Grethe Molvaer (RC in Norway)  
 Ingrid Molvaer (Exchange Student)  
 Rotary and Student Exchange  
 – Norway to Australia 
 

Feb 23 DG Dick Cuttle (RC Onkaparinga) 
 Rotary – since the first meeting 

RAWCS Guest Speaker 

Would you like a guest speaker to 
visit your club with a presentation on 
RAWCS Programs, Project Volun-
teers (PV), Safe Water Saves Lives 
(SWSL), Rotarians Against Malaria 
(RAM) or Donations In Kind (DIK)? 
If so, please contact - PP Graham 
Fussen on 0412 694 461 or email        
grahamfussen@bigpond.com  

DVD Set of 2009 Conference  
 

A DVD set is available to purchase of 
the 2009 District Conference, held at 
Kadina. The cost is $40 per set of 4 
DVDs. Please order through District 
Treasurer Theo Nitz, (Rotary Club of 
Elizabeth) by phoning  08 8287 6537 
or email: tnjnitz@chariot.net.au. 
 

All profits to the Polio Plus Program 

 Quote of the Month  Quotation of Paul Harris 
 

It would not be fair to the critics of Rotary, who include some of the most brilliant of the 
British and American writers, to charge them with prejudice.  
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The future of District 9500 
At its November meeting, the RI Board 
adopted a revised strategic plan that com-
prises three priorities, all of equal impor-
tance to Rotary’s future. Elements of this 
were presented to Governors Elect at the 
recent International Assembly in San 
Diego in late January. 
 

The priorities are:  
 

• Support and strengthen clubs.  
• Focus & increase humanitarian service.   
• Enhance public image and awareness.  

 

Following a mandate from the Council on 
Legislation, the Board recently conducted 
a triennial review of the plan. This review 
included surveying 14,000 Rotarians 
worldwide about the organisation’s  priorities 
and holding focus groups to  assess   
Rotary’s image in different countries. In 
addition, the Strategic Planning Committee 
carried out a detailed analysis of Rotary’s 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 
challenges and considered its findings in 
relation to the organization’s mission, 
vision, and strategic priorities. 

The revised plan becomes effective July 
2010 and reflects the results of this     
research. For example, survey responses 
clearly linked membership growth to 
strong clubs, and external data indicated 
that opportunities for service and network-
ing are Rotary’s greatest appeal strategic 
direction of Rotary International (RI) and 
The Rotary Foundation by emphasising 
the connection between clubs’ most 
popular service areas and the areas of 
focus in the Foundation’s Future Vision 
Plan. 
 

Moving forward, the Strategic Planning 
Committee and the Rotary International 
Board will continue to refine the goals    
attached to each priority and develop 
tactics for achieving and measuring    
success. The revised strategic plan    
focuses RI’s efforts on the clubs and   
getting back to basics and RI’s main role 
should be supporting clubs and helping 
them to expand their service and publicise 
the accomplishments of their efforts. 
 

As you are aware, both DGE Ed King, 
DGN Eric Russell and our trainers      
contributed significantly to the develop-

DGE Ed King (rear left) having fun during 
the recent International Assembly  

The 2010 Tunarama Festival was one 
good reason for DG Alun and Vicky to visit 
the Rotary Club of Port Lincoln, as part of 
their official club visits calendar for the 
year 2009-10. 
 

Apart from discussions with the Club’s 
Board of Directors and working two shifts 
as volunteers on the Tuna stall at the   
festival, they were hosted by President 
David Johnston and his wife Jackie for the 
weekend.  
 

They took in the atmosphere of the      
Tunarama Festival and also saw the     
aftermath of the December 23 fire ground, 
and toured Coffin Bay and Nyroca Scout 
Camp near Wangary. 
 

On Saturday morning, The Rotary Club of Port Lincoln Inc presented a 
cheque for $2,500 to the Bendigo Bank’s Fire Relief Appeal, to assist with 
the recovery in the affected community following the fire in December.   
 

The Club members are well aware of the support that the people need, and 
are willing to continue to assist those affected as the recovery proceeds.   

 
 

Pt Lincoln Club in action 

 

DG Alun and Vicky arrive to 
check out the Tuna Stall.  

President David, right, presents a 
cheque for the Bendigo Bank Fire 
Relief Appeal to the Manager of Pt 
Lincoln Branch, Phil Channon. Float in the Tunarama Parade 

ment of our 2007/10 District Strategic Plan 
during meetings from February to June 
2009 and I am sure, when the details of 
the RI plan are finalized over the next few 
months and as I counselled every club 
during my visits, that it is vital to the future 
of Rotary and every club in our district that 
we continue planning at all levels because 
“IF YOU KEEP DOING WHAT YOU 
HAVE ALWAYS DONE, YOU WILL KEEP 
GETTING WHAT YOU HAVE ALWAYS 
GOT.”    DG Alun 

The Rotary Clubs of Gawler and Gawler Light       
combined to hold their 3rd annual Tractor Pull on    
Saturday, 30 January.  The event was held on a    
property just a few kilometres out of Gawler, off the 
Thiele Highway. It was an excellent family affair,   
combining fun activities for the kids, helicopter rides, 
assorted food stalls and precision parachutists       
signalling the opening of the event program.  

Vicky and I were invited to attend as guests of the two 
Clubs and had a great time viewing the assorted    
vintage tractors and ‘competition event’ high powered 
tractors, as well as assortment of engines, which   
included a V12 Allison aircraft engine that was       
designed in the 1930’s and used to power fighter   
aircraft during World War II.   

The competition was as hot 
as the temperature of the 
day.  The organisation of the 
event was sharp and highly 
organised. Rotary enjoyed 
high public exposure and, I 
am sure, was a good fund-
raiser for both clubs.     

This event was an excellent 
example of Clubs working 
together in partnership in the 
interest of their community. 
Well done to all involved and 
sincere congratulations on 
your superb organisation of 
a great event.   

For those interested you can 
view plenty more photos of 
the event at 
 http://www.gbtractorpullsa.org 
 

DG Alun     

Gawler Tractor Pull 2010 
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An evening with TOM HENDERSON   
Founder of Shelter Box 

 

Monday 1 March, 2010 
6:30pm for 7:00pm  

 

Central District Football Club Inc.  
Goodman Road, Elizabeth.   

The cost is $40 per person 
3 Course Meal with tea and coffee - Drinks 

available at bar 
 

Please direct bookings to -  
District Treasurer Theo Nitz 

Rotary Club of Elizabeth, Phone 8287 6537, 
14 Pacific Boulevard, Hillbank SA 5112  

Email: tnjnitz@chariot.net.au 
 

 Come and hear the latest information about 
Shelter box activities from an EXCELLENT 

after dinner speaker, and enjoy great company 
whilst helping raise funds for Shelter Box. 

 

BOOKINGS CLOSE  
 FRIDAY 19 FEBRUARY 

Getting excited about the District Conference 
at West Lakes? ..... You can now ! 
 
Ed King’s Conference Committee has been 
working hard behind the scenes, and have 

successfully secured the use of the new $25m “Crows Shed”  for the Rotary 
Conference. This magnificent facility is a real win for Rotary, and the team are 
busy looking at how we dress the venue in the Blue and Gold Rotary Colours. 
 
All Attendees to the conference will 
receive a free tour of the venue,  
including The Honour Room, The 
Locker Room and even Club 19…  
What are you waiting for? – Register 
early via the website 
 http://www.d9500conference.org.au/ 
 
So, whether you are supporting The 
Crows or The Power, come down 
and barrack for Rotary, and…  
“Kick a few Goals”. 

 2010-11 District 9500 Conference 
At the New 'Westpac Centre', West Lakes -  Adelaide 

15th to 17th October 2010 

 

PP Ilyasi Siraji, of the Rotaract Club for Global Australia (Thebarton Senior 
College), seeks support for his attendance at the International RYLA and the 
RI Convention to be held in Montreal, Canada in June 2010. 
 

Ilyasi, who came to Australia as a refugee in 2007 from the Democratic      
Republic of Congo, attended Thebarton Senior College to improve his English 
through the New Arrival Program, and then completed the business admini-
stration certificate course.  During his time at Thebarton, he became a charter 
member of the Rotaract Club for Global Australia. In its second year he was 
club president.  
 

In 2008 Ilyasi was sponsored to attend RYLA.  This event encouraged him to 
become actively involved in the support of young people, having experienced 
similar challenges in his life. He visits Rotary Clubs to encourage them to 
sponsor awardees to RYLA and students to RYPEN and is currently part of the 
leadership team for both RYLA and RYPEN as a team leader.  
 

His aim for wishing to attend International RYLA is to improve his leadership 
skills, understand the issues facing youth around the world so that he is     
prepared to mentor and support youth that he meets on a daily basis and   
further his Rotary knowledge. 
 

Ilyasi seeks financial support to cover conference costs and airfares of $4,500 
and, to date, has been promised some support from the Rotary Clubs of 
Brownhill Creek, Holdfast Bay, Elizabeth and Woodville. The Rotary Club of 
Elizabeth has agreed to set up an account to collect funds from any other 
clubs who can help financially support Ilyasi.   
 

Please send cheques made out to ‘Rotary Club of Elizabeth Special Events 
Account’, PO Box 233, ELIZABETH  SA  5112 

Help pave the way to RYLA Convention  Easy fundraiser idea 
Many local Rotary Clubs use Actad Theatre Group     
performances (always comedies) as easy fund-
raising and/or social events. 
 

To assist with your club’s future planning, the 
dates of the plays for 2010 will be: 
 

28 April – 8 May 
27 October – 6 November 

 

Performances at the Star Theatre (Theatre 62), 
Hilton, are Wednesdays to Saturdays (with a  
matinee on all Saturdays).  For large bookings, 
additional performances can be arranged. 
 

All clubs that regularly attend these plays will be 
notified of full details.  If any other club would like 
to receive the information (without any obligation), 
please phone Grant Lucas (Rotary Club of      
Flinders Park) on 8346 9272. 

 

I am pleased and excited to advise that Rotarian Catherine Logue, a member 
of the Rotary Club of Adelaide West, has been selected to be a counsellor at 
the 2010 International RYLA that begins in Montreal in June this year.  
 

Catherine was Chair of the District 9500 RYLA Committee until 30th June 2009 
after being involved as a trainer for many years at our RYLA and RYPEN 
Seminars and camps.  Catherine has to be on Montreal on Wednesday 16 
June to begin Rotary Training. 
 

Congratulations Catherine - excellent job! Good luck from us all.  DG Alun 

International RYLA Seminar 

The Mayor of the Copper Coast, Paul Thomas, 
staged a Pre-Australia Day Dinner in Wallaroo last 
Monday evening and President Peter Oswald of 
the Rotary Club of Northern Yorke Peninsula   
informed me that his club was invited to “pass the 
hat around” amongst those present. $1,200 was 
raised for a Shelter Box and Peter’s club matched 
that by donating a further $1,200 so that two 
boxes might be donated.  
 

This totals 5 ShelterBoxes that have been       
donated by this club since 1 July 2009. This is a 
fantastic, selfless effort by this country community, 
and the boxes will surely be appreciated by the 
homeless people in Haiti.    DG Alun   

Rotary in partnership with 
the local community 
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 Attendance: December 2009 The life of an exchange student 
   Growth 
Club Name Members %% Month Year 
Adelaide         
Adelaide East 46 62% +2 +1 
Adelaide EDGE 29 48% +2 +4 
Adelaide Light 39 73% 0 0 
Adelaide Parks 24 80% 1 +3 
Adelaide South 28 70% 0 -2 
Adelaide West 23 76% +1 +1 
Alice Springs         
Alice Springs Mbantua         
Barossa District 20 83% -1 +2 
Barossa Valley 41 85% 0 -9 
Charles Sturt, Grange 17 86% 0 0 
Clare 44 63% 0 -2 
Elizabeth         
Enfield         
Flinders Park         
Gawler 33 96%     
Gawler Light 38 71% 0   
Golden Grove         
Henley Beach         
Hindmarsh 10 87% 0 0 
Kangaroo Island         
Kapunda 16 85% 0 -1 
Kidman Park         
Largs Bay 16 98% +1 +2 
Maitland         
Makin EDGE         
Mawson Lakes 14 74% 0 0 
Modbury         
Munno Para 9 92% 0 0 
North Adelaide         
Nthn Yorke Peninsula         
Peterborough         
Playford 16 88% 0 +1 
Port Adelaide         
Port Augusta 26 90% -1 -3 
Port Lincoln 61 62% 0 0 
Port Pirie 41 76% 0 -2 
Prospect 48 58% 0 +6 
Prospect Sunrise         
Regency Park         
Roxby District         
Salisbury 31 75% 0 +5 
Stuart - Alice Springs         
Tea Tree Gully 22 54% 0 +1 
Thebarton 17 76% 0 0 
Two Wells 6 63% 0 0 
Walkerville         
West Lakes 27 83% 0 0 
West Torrens         
Whyalla 22 82% 0 1 
Whyalla Norrie         
Woodville         

Hi, my name's Juulia Nieminen and I'm a 17 year old youth exchange student from Finland. 
My exchange's almost half way through already, but it doesn't feel like that at all. Time has 
just flown by so fast, without me feeling almost any home sickness at all.  
When I first found out that I had been chosen to come to Australia on a years exchange, it 
took me a while to grasp what it actually meant. In less than 1/2 a years time I'd actually 
have to say goodbye to everything familiar and step into a totally different world.  
I left Finland in the middle of July. All the exchange students from my country, going to   
Australia and New Zealand left at the same time. We stopped in Singapore for 4 days to 
have our last briefings before flying out all over Australia/ New Zealand.  
I've been living in Port Augusta for five and a half months now. When I first arrived I didn't 
know anybody, but once I started school I got to know many people. I went to year 11 at 
Caritas College. The students from my year were very nice to me when I started in the 
school and also included me into their weekend activities. But even though people were nice 
to me, it was still hard to come in to the school environment because most of the kids had 
known each other since pre-school. They already knew each other so well and had their own 
strong group of friends.  
For me the first three months were the hardest, because it also took me a while to totally 
adjust to the cultural differences. But as time passed everything became more and more 
easy and now I feel like I've settled in really well. I've got quite a lot of friends, some better 
than others and what comes to the cultural differences, well I'm sort of used to it by now.  
So far I've had two awesome host families. With the first host family I stayed for about 3 and 
a half months and with my current family I'm gonna stay with till the end of January. I feel like 
I've been really fortunate, because both of my host families have been really great. They've 
both taken me to Adelaide a number of times, which I'm really happy about.  Just recently 
my first host family took me up to Townsville in Queensland, for their son's graduation. I 
think it was great to see a totally opposite side to Australia. Even though many people had 
told me how beautiful Qld was and I'd built up a really high expectation. It didn't let me down.  
One thing that I really like about Rotary and the youth exchange program, is that it allows 
you to meet the other exchange students in your own district quite regularly. So far I've been 
on a couple of trips together with the other exchange students. Our first trip together was the 
week long trip to the Head of the Bight, during which we got to know each other really well, 
then I did a 4-day-long postie bike ride trip together with Camilla, the exchange student from 
Denmark up to the Flinders Ranges. Then there was the Maitland farm weekend, and in 
March we're all off to Port Lincoln on a surf trip.  
We've always had heaps of fun on the trips and I know that many of us wouldn't mind to 
have even more of them organized.  I'd say that all the exchange students in my district (D: 
9500) are very close by now and we try to catch up with each other as often as we can. 
That's to thank all the Rotary clubs and individuals in the district, that have helped to       
organize these trips for. So a big thanks to you from all of us! 
Summer holidays are at it's best now and Christmas is already behind. Next year I'll start in 
year 12 and I'm sure that school's going to be really challenging. We're getting an exchange 
student from Brazil to our district early on in the year too, which is really exciting. And of 
course everybody's almost counting days to the big Rock and Reef tour, which is now only a 
few months away!    Juulia Nieminen, exchange student (09/10)  

The END POLIO NOW promotion planned 
for February is aligned with Rotary’s birthday 
on 23rd February but many clubs and Districts 
are planning month long campaigns. The 
February issue of Rotary Down Under     
includes a stimulating editorial feature on the 
END POLIO NOW plans. 
 

Clubs should check out the “100 ways to 
celebrate a rotary Day” on the RDU web site 
(www.rotarydownunder.com.au) and put a 
local plan involving the community in place. 
 

A Magazine Month kit will be distributed to 
Rotary clubs at the end of February which 
will assist clubs plan a special program    
during Magazine Month in April.  
 

RDU Update 
A reminder that the Council on Legislation 
(CoL) will be held in USA during April and a 
number of proposals that have potential for 
reaching implications will be debated.      
Matters relating to the publication of regional 
magazines are listed for discussion and   
Rotarians will be informed of outcomes of the 
CoL in future editions of the magazine.  
 

Finally, a challenge to Australian clubs /  
Districts to provide front cover photographs 
for the magazine. Our friends from across 
the Tasman have had outstanding success 
over the past couple of years so lets take up 
the challenge and reverse the ‘trend’.   

Catering Caravan available  
for use by Rotary Clubs. 

Fully equipped.  
Fully Health Compliant. 

Donation fee for use. 
Available most of the time. 
Contact Stephen Inverarity, 
President, Rotary Club of 

Charles Sturt, Grange. 


